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Course marking colours for 2010 Shahzada have completely changed. 
Refer to the course maps for details, see pages 5, 20 to 22 and 34 to 38. 

 
Riders and Strappers, please read this book from cover to cover before going to Shahzada at St Albans 
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Contacting Shahzada 
Camp Sites & Enquiries: 
Sue Todd, 285 The Gullies Rd 
Glen Davis   NSW   2846 

(02) 6379 7218 
  

Email:  suetodd@activ8.net.au 

Shahzada Phone & Fax at St 
Albans in the week leading 
up to and during the event 

(02) 4568 2173 

Internet Email at St Albans 
during the event: 
Email: suetodd@activ8.net.au 

or 
rossmudie@alwaysonline.net.au   
  
 

 
 

Daily results for the 400km and the Mini Marathon Ride are expected to be available after about 7 pm  
each day on the Internet.  http://www.shahzadaresults.org   in the 2010 pages 

 

Shahzada FM will be on 89.5 Mhz this year.  For details see Public Address on page 12. 
 

Front cover:  Halifax Hayes on his tractor on the St Albans bridge in 1990. 
 Photo by Robert McKenzie 
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BEST MANAGED AND BEST CONDITIONED HORSE AWARD - 200 9 

 
The Best Managed / Conditioned Horse 
Award was presented to Karabil 
Yaningi, ridden by Garry Bennett. 
 

The rug for the 400 km Best Managed / 
Conditioned horse was donated by Peter 
and Lyn McKechnie. 
 

The perpetual and replica gold cups 
were donated by Sharyn and Rex Cox. 

photo by Col Hodgson 

 
 

�������������	
� ��
The Team:   

Chairman / Co-Ordinator / Public Officer Neil Clarkson        neilclarkson@bigpond.com 0427 258 291 
Vice Chairman, Treasurer / Maintenance Peter McKechnie   tiptopsmash@bigpond.com 02 9956 8887 
Pre-ride Secretary, Camp Site recording, Organiser Sue Todd             suetodd@activ8.net.au 02 6379 7218 

Ride Operations Co-ordinator Gail Fisher  
Ride Secretaries on site at St Albans Judy Shore, Helen Rich  02 9653 1393 
Ride Base Co-Ordinators Peter McKechnie, Haydn Fisher   02 9956 8887 
Vet Liaison Kym Hagon                                          kymhagon@hotmail.com  
Head Vet Anthony Bennett                        anthonyvet2004@yahoo.com.au   
Head Chief Steward Graeme Gilbertson   02 4566 4442 
Assistant Chief Stewards  Gary Tweedie and Tom Perkins  
Track Maintenance & Marking Co-ordinator Brad Jones     wendyjones11@optusnet.com.au 02 4982 1758 
Camp Site Placements Sue Todd, Peter McKechnie & Neil Clarkson  
Promotions & Publicity Jo Arblaster, Sue Todd                  02 4575 4097 02 6379 7218 
Co-ordinator of Volunteers Sue Todd pre ride then Sandi Brown 02 6379 7218 
Merchandising Co-ordinators Allix Jones and Brooke Warner  
Merchandising Sales Carole,  Dixon Smith Equestrian 02 6684 0403 
Ride Recorder, Public Address, Editor for Year Books Ross Mudie     rossmudie@alwaysonline.net.au 02 9456 6301 
Most of the team will be at St Albans in the week before Shahzada as well as during the event.   02 4568 2173 

 

The Vets: Dr Anthony Bennett (Head Vet), Dr Monica Baffy, Dr Luke Annetts. 
 

Vale  Halifax Hayes, Rex Cox and Gordon Dickin. 
This year Shahzada has lost three stalwarts of this unique event. 

·  Visionary Shahzada founder and past Shahzada committee president Halifax Hayes  

·  Enthusiastic entrant & committee helper Rex Cox (3 Shahzada completions from 6 tries), 
fastest time and Best Managed / Conditioned Horse awards in 2002. 

·  Interested local and Shahzada helper Gordon Dickin  
Each of these men had very different levels of involvement in Shahzada, united by their common 
interest in the spirit of Shahzada.   
They will be sadly missed. 
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Riding rules for the 30th, 400km Shahzada 
1. The entry fee for all sections of 400km Shahzada is $460 per rider which includes camp site & National Parks & 

Wildlife Service fees.  Pre-nomination entries close 1/8/10, limit 100 entrants.  
2. Changes of the pre-nominated horse or rider are permitted up until the time of vetting.  
3. Finalisation of entries after pre-nomination will only be accepted until 5.00 pm on Sunday, 22/8/2010.  
4. No refunds or substitutions will be made if the horse nominated is not allowed to start or withdrawn after the pre-ride vetting. 

In case of withdrawal before vetting, after payment of an entry fee, you will receive a refund of the entry fee paid less a 
withdrawal fee.  If you withdraw before vetting on 22/8/2010 you will only receive the pre-ride books & the withdrawal fee 
will be $10; if you want a post ride book then the withdrawal fee is $20. Withdrawals will be refunded (less the appropriate 
fee) after the Shahzada, about when the post ride books are posted. Refund cheques must be banked before 30/9/2010.  
Cheques which remain unbanked after 30/9/2010 will be cancelled.  You must advise the Ride Recorder personally if you 
want to withdraw. (Phone 02 9456 6301).  Camp sites will only be allocated after pre-nomination.  

5. The junior section is for riders who are under 18 years in 2010. All rules apply with the exception of weight. Entry forms for 
all entrants under 18 years of age must be counter signed by a parent or legal guardian plus a completed & signed PARENT / 
LEGAL GUARDIAN CONSENT RIDERS DECLARATION form MUST be presented on arrival.  

6. All horses and riders must be present for confirmation of correct horse & pre-ride veterinary inspection between 2.00 & 5.00 
pm Sunday 22nd August 2010. The Shahzada committee reserves the right to refuse entry to any horse or rider.  

7. There will be a ‘shotgun’ start on day 1. Start time will be 4 am or as announced at the initial pre-ride talk. All entrants must 
be present for departure at the announced time on day 1 & must start within 15 minutes of the nominated start time.  

8. After the compulsory start time on day 1, riders can choose their departure times on days 2 - 5, within the daily limits shown 
in the program & as varied from day to day by the committee in extreme circumstances. Departure times may not be before 
4.00 am & all nominated legs must be completed before 5.00 pm, except under special circumstances. The maximum allowed 
riding time each day is 12 hours.  

9. There will be a compulsory minimum stop of 1 hour between legs on the same day, however riders may stop in the base camp 
checkpoint longer if they choose. Horses must remain in the village area, (see page 28), during all rest periods between all legs 
for the duration of the event, ie, day & night. After the start, riders will not be timed out until they depart on each leg. Riders 
will not be allowed out on leg 2 until WICEN Radio Operators and gate stewards are in place.  

10. All legs of the course must be ridden in the order as set out by the committee. There will be two legs, totalling approximately 
80 km per day. Refer to the daily maps for more detail.  

11. Ride numbers must always be worn on the front & back of each registered rider when riding on the course & by the horse 
attendant in the vetting area in addition to when trotting out. Rider numbers must not be obscured at any time.  

12. All horses will be examined at 30 minutes after arrival at the end of each leg.  (Horses may be presented between 15 minutes and 
no later than 30 minutes after returning from the course).  Heart rate recovery levels will be 55 b.p.m. at the first check on the first 
day & 60 b.p.m at all other checks or as specified by the AERA. There will also be an examination for unsoundness and 
metabolics at each check.  

13. Riders are responsible for the behaviour of their strappers & friends. Dogs must be kept on leads & under control at all times. 
No dogs or bicycles are permitted in the vetting area. Riders are personally responsible for the payment of all accounts before 
leaving St Albans, especially accounts for veterinary and farrier services, supply of horse feed and power.  

14. All horses and riders entered in the SHAHZADA MEMORIAL ENDURANCE TEST compete at their own risk. The wearing 
of ASA approved HELMETS is COMPULSORY at ALL TIMES that you are on your horse at Shahzada. This includes ALL 
riders, in ALL divisions of Shahzada. Lit headlights must be worn pre-dawn.  The organisers reserve the right to call an 
ambulance or medical evacuation in the event of any medical incident. 

15. Only horses entered in the Test will be permitted on any part of the course while the event is in progress, from 4.00 am 
Monday 23rd August 2010 to 5.00 pm Friday 27th August 2010.  

16. Riders not entered in the event or who have retired and wish to exercise their horses, must see the chief steward for 
information and permission on which part of the course is available to ride daily.  

17. Each horse's start, finish and total riding time in addition to the pulse of the horse will be recorded daily.  
18. Horses eligible for the Best Managed & Conditioned Horse Award are chosen at the discretion of the veterinary team. The 

presentation of this award will be made at the presentation on Saturday morning 28/8/2010.  
19. The committee reserves the right to vary the riding rules at any time. If this is necessary entrants will be notified.  
20. Current ERA membership card must be shown on arrival by all entrants. ERA riding rules apply.  
21. Riders must be weighed pre-ride with gear & randomly during the week on request. Any rider not pre-weighed must not start.  
22. In the event of an appeal against a veterinary decision, the rider must lodge the appeal with the Head Vet or Chief Steward of 

Shahzada 400 Inc before the horse leaves the vetting area. The appeal will then be heard by the appeals committee. Once the 
horse has left the vetting area no appeal will be considered. There will be a $20.00 appeal fee.  

23. Unless specified by the Shahzada committee, crossing on the St Albans bridge is prohibited and will result in disqualification 
from the ride.  

24. The ride is under the control of the Veterinary team and the Chief Steward.  
25. Ride numbers must be worn during presentation & returned on completion of presentation on Saturday morning, 28/8/2010.  

 
 

Course marking colours for 2010 Shahzada have completely changed.  Refer to 
the course maps for details, see pages 5, 20 to 22 and 34 to 38. 
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
All times are provisional, subject to change by announcement on the Shahzada PA or at the daily pre-ride talk. 

   

Saturday     21/8/2010 1 pm to 5 pm  Submit late pre-nominations and changes at Computer Shed 
   

Sunday       22/8/2010 8 am to 10 am Submit late pre-nominations and changes at Computer Shed 
 1 pm to 5 pm Submit entry forms at Secretary’s Tent, collect ride numbers 
 1 pm to 5 pm Pre-ride weighing for all 400 km Riders at time keeper tent 
 1 pm to 5 pm Pre-ride vetting for 400 km Shahzada 
Movie Night see page 27 After vetting  Inspiring DVDs 

   

Monday    23/8/2010 3.00 am  400 km First morning wake up call. 
 4.00 - 4.15 am  Start the 400 km Test, RED markers  
 9 am to 11 am Submit entry forms, collect ride numbers Mini Marathon  
 11 am - 2 pm Pre-ride vetting for Mini Marathon  
 6.30 pm  Pre-ride talk 
   

Tuesday    24/8/2010 4 am to 5 am  Start the 400 km Test, BLACK  / WHITE  markers 
 6.30 am Mini Marathon start 

Challenge, see page 27 6.30 pm  My Camp Rules challenge 
   

Wednesday 25/8/2010 4 am to 5 am  Start 400 km Test, BLUE  markers 
 6.30 am Mini Marathon start 
 6.30 pm  Pre-ride talk 

Idol, see page 27 7.30 pm Shahzada Idol at Fickle Wombat 
   

Thursday    26/8/2010 4 am to 5 am  Start 400 km Test, GREEN markers 
 6.30 am Mini Marathon start 

Dress Up, see page 27 All day Dress-Up day & Afternoon Dog Races 
 6 pm Purchase deadline for Saturday brunch tickets at Wombat 
 6.30 pm  Pre-ride talk 
   

Friday         27/8/2010 4 am to 5 am  Start the 400 km Test, GOLD  markers 
 1.30 pm Mini Marathon Presentation, then hand in number vest 
 8 pm to 12 mn  Entertainment & Dancing 
   

Saturday     28/8/2010 7 am  Judging of Best Managed / Conditioned Horse 
 7.30 am  Buckle presentation for the Ultimate Test 
 End of presentation riders hand in ride number vest 
 10 am Champagne Brunch at Fickle Wombat 

 

Shahzada merchandise is available at the Dixon Smith tent 
 

Opinions expressed herein may not necessarily be those of the Shahzada committee. 
 

Incorporation. 
Shahzada 400 Inc - Incorporation # INC9885070, is incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act.  The Public 
officer of the incorporation is Neil Clarkson. The model rules can be found at: 

http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/documents/business/associations/modrules.rtf 
 

ON ARRIVAL AT ST ALBANS 
On arrival at Shahzada, please remember to go to Camp Site control in the vetting area in Bulga St 
(behind the Settlers Arms) collect your campsite identification number and be shown to your camp site by 
our Camp Site Placements team, Sue Todd, Peter McKechnie and Neil Clarkson. 
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PREVIOUS SHAHZADA STATISTICS 
The Shahzada Memorial Endurance Test has been held annually in St Albans since 1981. There have been 2226 
entries, comprising 828 different riders and 1248 different horses.  A total of 1116 successful completions by 
653 of the horses gives an overall 59% successful completion rate for this unique 400 km event.   

    BEST MANAGED AND BEST CONDITIONED HORSES 
Year Rider Name Class Horse Name Total Time 
1981  Patsie Sinfield O Juanita (Mule)  39:23 
1982  Sue May O Nulliga  32:11 
1983  Warwick Sinfield O Juanita (Mule)  29:08 
1984  Patsie Sinfield  O Juanita (Mule)  35:37 
1985  Alan MacKinder HW Arabian Park Amierr  26:57 
1986  Paul Grieves HW Gilgelad 36:14 
1987  Alan Lindsay O Kintamani Fosta 30:56 
1988  Allan Caslick O Richard  37:17 
1989  Christine Froebel O Mulawa True Grit 28:06 
 Matthew Walker  HW Parlour Mountain Petra  28:49 
1990  Sue May O White Faced Tom (Vanay Park Ambassador) 35:51 
1991  Ron Malone H Sarchedon  29:04 
1992  Robin van der Wegen O Callyvah Sailor  38:30 
1993  John Thielen M Cedardell-Simon  32:48 
1994  Alan MacKinder H Vanay Park Ambassador  36:47 
1995 Paul Grieves H Gilgelad 49.35 
1996 Otto Van Kampen M Melfi 29.45 
1997 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.18 
1998 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.58 
1999 Jennifer Gilbertson M Ralvon Reflex 28.31 
2000 Liz McAuley L Binda 31.47 
2001 April Bonham M Abrock Gemma 29.17 
2002 Rex Cox H Jasmine Minstrel 30.28 
2003 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 31.56 
2004 Mark Harvey M Judstan Sharwayn 35.25 
2005 Laurie Stevens H Deravozra 44.54 
2006 Gavin Groth H Everon Park Krystl 49.04 
2008 Melanie Anderson L Ausden Kon Tiki 41.04 
2009 Garry Bennett M Karabil Yaningi 38.40 

 

 

RULES OF THE VET AREA  

1. Ride numbers must be worn by the horse attendant in the vetting area, including the trot out. 
2. No Heart Rate Monitors, Buckets or Horse Feed permitted. 
3. Dogs & pushbikes are not permitted. 
4. Vetting disputes MUST be resolved before you leave the vetting area. See page 4 rule 22.   

The Head Chief Steward is Graeme Gilbertson. 
5. 400km entrants will be given priority over Mini Marathon entries in the vetting area. 

 
Please be considerate of the residents of the St Albans village and the Macdonald Valley whose 
normally peaceful domain you are entering while you are here for the Shahzada.  Please keep to the 
marked tracks and trails at authorised times, observe all road rules, i.e. riding on the left hand side of 
the road, close gates when required, take only happy memories, a buckle and photographs, leave only 
hoof prints and with true sportsmanship help to make the year 2010 Shahzada the one worth 
remembering for residents and participants alike. 

 

A listing of all riders and horses who have previously entered Shahzada are included in the booklet “Shahzada 1981 to 
2009”.  It is is available from www.shahzadaresults.org in the 2010 pages.  Look in “Information”, it is 36 pages, 2.5MB 
file size in pdf format. 
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Chairman, Neil Clarkson, riding Espirit 
Sherwood. Photo by Peter Jackson 

Welcome to Shahzada’s 30th Anniversary 
This year we have gone back to the Shahzada 400km ride and the 120km 
training ride.  There will be no 80km rides this year, which will make it both 
easier for the volunteers and riders on course. 

Please remember that the main reason for this week is the 400km ride. 
Preference will be given to the 400km horses in the TPR / vetting area, and also 
whilst out on track please be considerate of the riders and horses doing the 
“ultimate test”. 

There are a few changes in key personal this year with Jeff Bonham taking a 
well earned break.  We welcome back Graeme Gilbertson as our new Head 
Chief Steward who will be ably supported by Tom Perkins and Gary Tweedie. 
With Kym Hagon riding the 400km Shahzada we have a new Head Vet in 
Anthony Bennett.  Finally all going well, I will also be riding and I am 
extremely grateful to Gail Fisher who will be taking over my duties and giving 
me this opportunity to ride again. 

An event of this size takes hundreds of hours of planning and hard work with new challenges to overcome every year.  As 
always I am extremely proud to be associated with the small, but dedicated, Shahzada committee who together with their 
many helpers make this event possible. 

On a sad note this year we have lost 3 members of our Shahzada family.  Halifax Hayes, the Shahzada Founder & Patron 
whose knowledge and presence will be missed, Gordon Dickin another local who was always willing to help with a smile and 
loved a chat and Rex Cox, a long time rider and supporter of Shahzada who also donated the Best Managed Horse Trophy. 

Whether you are riding for the first time or have ridden before, please do not be afraid to ask questions or seek help from 
either a fellow competitor, vet or official if needed.  Shahzada is a unique experience where everyone seems to band together 
to see you and your mate gain this prestigious buckle. 

Have a Fun Week…Neil 
 

In Year Order  FASTEST TIMES   In Riding Time Order 
Year Rider Name Class Horse Name Total 

Time 
 Total 

Time 
Rider Name Year 

1981 Darren Slattery O Conradclo  29:30  25.18 Robert Ward 1997 
1982 Darren Slattery O Dunwingeri Djharda   30:46  25.58 Robert Ward 1998 
1983 Paul Chandler O Cyclone   26:44  26:01 Campbell Wood 1986  
1984 Paul Chandler O Cyclone   28:35  26:40 Allan Caslick 1991  
1985 Paul Chandler O Cyclone 26:57  26:42 Mark Freeman 1987  

 Alan MacKinder HW Arabian Park Amierr   26:44 Paul Chandler 1983  
1986 Campbell Wood O Andarra Shareef   26:01  26.47 Stuart Hitchcock 2001 
1987 Mark Freeman O Cedar Ridge Rob Roy  26:42  26:57 Paul Chandler 1985  
1988 Bill McMillan O Merridown Tasha  29:28   Alan MacKinder  
1989 June Petersen O Abbeline Lady Rebecca  27:22  27:22 June Petersen 1989  
1990 Alan Lindsay O Kintamani Fosta  31:22  27.32 Robert Ward 1996 
1991 Allan Caslick O Richard  26:40  28.31 Jennifer Gilbertson 1999 
1992 Mark Freeman O Cedar Ridge Rob Roy  29:33  28:35 Paul Chandler 1984  
1993 Geoff Hurt M Kejome Komet  28:53  28:53 Geoff Hurt 1993  
1994 Helen Lindsay M Kintamani Fosta  32:20  29:28 Bill McMillan 1988  
1995 Anne Jones L Kim Dande Tara 35.09  29:30 Darren Slattery 1981  

 Len Law  H Pilgrim Star   29:33 Mark Freeman 1992  
1996 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 27.32  30.01 Philip (Jock) Haworth 2000 
1997 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.18  30.28 Rex Cox 2002 
1998 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.58  30:46 Darren Slattery 1982  
1999 Jennifer Gilbertson M Ralvon Reflex 28.31  31:22 Alan Lindsay 1990  
2000 Philip (Jock) Haworth M Sawaan Rose 30.01  31.44 Brad Dillon 2006 
2001 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 26.47  31.56 Stuart Hitchcock 2003 
2002 Rex Cox H Jasmine Minstrel 30.28  32:20 Helen Lindsay 1994  
2003 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 31.56  34.27 Melanie Finch 2004 
2004 Melanie Finch L Jasmine Minstrel 34.27  35.00 Ken Bradley 2008 
2005 Dianne Luker L El Jannah Rafiq 35.28  35.09 Anne Jones 1995 
2006 Brad Dillon M Evonglen Holmgaard ** 31.44   Len Law   
2008 Ken Bradley H Phoenix Park Epona 35.00  35.28 Dianne Luker 2005 
2009 Courtney Freeman L Cedar Ridge Magnetic 36.34  36.34 Courtney Freeman 2009 

····  ** Spelling of horse name as shown in log book at 2006 Shahzada.  
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In memory of Halifax Hayes, past-President’s Report,  20 years of Shahzada (year  2000) 

Halifax Hayes 
Photo by Robert McKenzie 

To write an article about an event that I have been closely involved with for 20 years, is a 
marathon in itself.  You would probably think that it would be easy for the old bugger to 
click his thongs together and down the yellow brick road of Shahzada we would go, no 
way!  From the 1st Shahzada to the 20th it seems that in my mind there has been no break, 
each year has rolled into one long 7600 km ride.  Ross has asked me to write about the 1st 
ride.   
My memories of the first Shahzada are clouded in good old St Albans dust.  I do remember 
that there were a few very hot days.  One in particular when those waiting in the check 
point were getting worried about a group of riders that were seemingly taking a long time 
for the afternoon leg.  So, being a concerned chief steward I went looking for this group.  
The concern was not justified for not far from base camp, in a large cool water hole they 
were found swimming with their horses.  Gear and various pieces of clothing stacked up on 
the bank, and I was assured that all was well.  They were having a wonderful time and 
would be back in the prescribed time, asking that I alert their strappers to the fact that 
appropriate drinks and dry clothes would be required.  One of these riders, whose name I 
won’t mention, went on to be the first rider to receive the honour of 10 buckles.  Seventeen 
years later, he misread a course marker & ended up in the same water hole (in flood) at 
7 am in the morning.  

In the early years of Shahzada, to ride 400km was very much a mystery.   How fit does a horse have to be?  How & 
what to feed? Will there be a farrier? Will I need leather pads? What will I do for food, my strapper can’t cook! 
All these questions and 100 more to be answered.   It must be remembered that in those days that except for 1 or 2 
special events of 150 miles, (e.g. Tumut sesquicentenary 150 which was run over 2 days), the Tom Quilty was the 
only 100 mile ride.  There were the Snowy Mountain rides, Adaminaby and Tumut, both 75 miles (at least that’s what 
they said.  A Tumut mile was at least 1½ miles of anyone else’s and if you could finish a Snowy Mountain ride then 
you and your horse could take on a Quilty with out a worry in the world.  Wyong had a 75 mile ride (remember the 
America Trip Ride) and the rest of the 7 or 8 rides were 50 or 60 mile rides.   
A film company approached Chuck Stephens (chief steward of the Quilty for many years) and Colin Adams with the 
idea of running a 500 mile event to publicise the film “Bite the Bullet” in 1976.  After many meetings and it’s on 
again, off again, finally 49 horses and riders were vetted and OK to start.  Sydney to Melbourne here we come, with 
12 riding days and 2 rest days and did they go!  By the end of the first leg, 20 miles, at least 12 were out and by 
evening of the first day 18 were heading home to their own paddocks.  A very sobering reality for the remainder of the 
field.  Speculation that no horse would reach Yass was rife.  But all of that is another story and what has that all to do 
with Shahzada?  Well of the 14 that finished, 7 riders were from the St Albans Club.  We had learnt so much about 
distance riding, so much about our horses and had such a good time.  Even though it was hard and exhausting work we 
had made many new friends.  Many of the unlucky riders that vetted out stayed with the ride and gave invaluable help 
to other riders and the organisers which still happens at Shahzada and is very much appreciated.   
Anyway a year or 2 past, there was the Quilty to ride and a few new rides to attend and of course the ever famous “I 
will never go back to Taralgra Ride”, where every year the ‘Never Go Backs’ would be found at the Pre-ride.  
Sometimes around the camp fire you hear Bite the Bullet riders reminiscing about how good it was and remember etc 
blah blah blah.   It occurred to me that some riders were longing for a challenge.  They had their very much prized 
Quilty buckles and so many 50 & 60 mile buckles that a trip to the scrap metal merchant would keep a horse in feed 
and pay the vets bill for 10 years.   
One night sitting by the fire staring into the flames, a brandy & dry in hand, I was passed Hoofs & Horns.  It was my 
turn at last, (living in a household of 3 horsy females, the strapper is very much down the pecking order in such 
matters).  There it was, an article about “Shahzada (IMP)” The Military Endurance Test.  First year 250 miles, 2nd 
year 300 miles and 3rd year 500 miles.  Weight carried was 186 pounds all up, no lightweights, (sorry a slip of the 
pen).  Within an instant I had riders able to start any time after prevetting, riding at any time & any distance that they 
thought their horse could manage safely, so long as they rode the 2 legs on the first & last day all would be well.  
Example, if the rider choose on the first day 80 km and then thought the horse was feeling good enough to go out and 
do another 40 or even 80 km that was their choice.  Just imagine how busy fearless Ross would be kept keeping tabs 
on every one.  Vets & stewards running around night & day would make a great event.  The next morning full of 
excitement & bursting with irrepressible enthusiasm, I rang Lyn and Adrian Bailey, fellow committee members & 
asked if we could meet that evening.  That night, having sworn Adrian to secrecy (over a glass of lemonade), Lyn, 
Adrian, Sue May and myself pondered over the whys & wherefores.  I remember that Lyn said that the ride would 
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have to be a clover leaf otherwise it would be a nightmare to run.  So out came the maps and by the end of the evening 
it was clear that 250 miles of tracks were available. 
Sanity prevailed & after several cups of coffee, the idea of Shahzada was up & running. Through out the next year 
with help and input from Geoff Rose, Paul Grieves, Alan Mackinder, Paul Chandler, Rob McKenzie, Colleen Clancy 
& others, the format of Shahzada was established.  The Saturday before the first pre ride we had no idea how many 
riders would enter but much to our surprise 26 starters were going to be at the starting line at 4am. 
I don’t think Phil Munn or myself slept for more than an hour during the week.  Checking gates & markings keeping 
up firewood, pumping water and praying that the vet for that day would be in time for the first horses.  For the first 
couple of years we called on the services of various endurance vets and at the time 2 days was all they could spare.  I 
recall on one occasion the vet for the day was late to arrive due to an early morning foaling.  So there was no other 
option than to vet the early horses ourselves, for most of the committee were qualified TPR’s and any way the vet 
would be able to see most of the field when they left for the 2nd leg.  All was going well, heart rates were good (we 
could count in those days, lub dub equalled 1 not lub 1 dub 2).  Respiration, no problems and as for lameness not a 
sore horse could be seen.   
The ABC TV Crew, who had arrived early and had finished filming river crossings and interviewing riders, would 
now like to interview the Head Vet to round off their story.  Of the group around me, not one was (appearance wise) 
Head Vet material.  There are times when the chief steward of a ride finds his or herself in a most indefensible 
position, where minties and jelly snakes run out and a kind word or smile is not going to work.  It is at these moments 
one needs the great patron saint of endurance riding to intervene and he did.  Sitting on a fence watching was Paul 
Chandler.  Paul and Cyclone were always immaculately groomed and having finished the first leg early were now 
showered and shaved.  So who else but Paul and what an interview it was.  From the tip of the nose to the tip of the 
tail television audiences around Australia were left in no doubt that the care and attention given to endurance horses 
was foremost in the world.  I am sure that if Doctor Ruben Rose of Sydney University had seen the interview, Paul 
would have been given a doctorate in Vet Science and honours to boot.   
In those early rides, riders were worried that they might forget the colour of the day so Robert McKenzie had come up 
with the idea of putting colour tape on the bridles.  Each morning before they started, riders would present their bridle 
to have their day colour applied. This method worked very well until young Ken Frazer entered.   Ken was totally 
colour blind.  Patsy Sinfield riding Juanita (a mule) offered to take Ken around.  Patsy, who was short sighted and 
wore glasses which tended to fog up with early morning dew and Ken, were often seen at ride intersections studying 
signs and cleaning glasses.  Much to their credit they did not get lost.   
As the ride progressed, we noticed that horses got better and by Wednesday they were up and ready to go.  No so the 
riders, they generally got worse.  So much so that on Wednesday and Thursday night Phil Munn (remember Phil?  
what a great help he was) and myself used to undertake to walk the horses who didn’t have a strapper, or whose rider 
couldn’t convince or wake their strapper, (almost nobody walks horses at midnight any more).  So instructed by the 
rider about how many times to walk the horse around the pub, Phil and self would get 3 or 4 horses out of their yards 
and away we would go, around and around the pub.  It often became a social occasion because in those days we 
always had a huge log fire in the middle of the road out in front of the pub.  So around a couple of times then stop in 
front of the fire warming the horses and talking to other dutiful riders or strappers, then off around the pub again.  This 
practice had a couple of draw backs, especially if the yards were close together and contained bay horses.  If Phil or 
self made a mistake about which yard was which and which bay was which, (remember it was usually pitch dark and 
foggy), at times the wrong horse was walked or even more confusing for an exhausted rider, the right horse was put 
back in the wrong yard.  I was timing horses out on a cold and slightly damp morning when 2 riders who had been 
riding together came up to be timed out.  One was saying her horse wasn’t feeling quite right and maybe the vet 
should have a look.  Half dazed in the flood light the penny dropped, right saddles wrong horses.  Within a few 
minutes, the gear was changed over, all was well and I was instructed that Phil and self’s walking services would no 
longer be required.   
Every Shahzada has so many stories, it would need a book of large proportions.  Maybe one day when I have nothing 
to do... but there are tracks to be made, water to be pumped, buckles to be plated, etc,   I would like to make a very 
special thank you to all the riders, strappers & helpers who supported Shahzada throughout the years.  It is your 
support that has made the ride the success that it is.  See you at my 96th pre-ride talk.    
Thank you all....Halifax 
 

ps, should you see Diane McKenzie at the ride wearing dark glasses, a tin cup around her neck and a white walking 
stick, please put a small coin in the cup.  She went cross-eyed deciphering my writing, thank you Diane. 
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SHAHZADA SPONSORS AND FRIENDS 
The year 2010 Shahzada Memorial Test is supported by: 

·  IRT (INTERNATIONAL RACEHORSE TRANSPORT)  – provided the 400km 
Shahzada riders vests, the vests for the Chief Steward, TPR stewards and the Vets. (See back cover). 

·  KWIK KOPY LIVERPOOL  - Printing of Pre-Ride books, posters and certificates. 

·  TOSHIBA Electronic Imaging Division Sydney - is again helping to continue the tradition of the 
Shahzada by providing the photocopier for use during this year's Shahzada. 

·  The McKECHNIE Family  – donated the rug for the best managed & best conditioned horse. 
·  NEWSCOM - is providing an "Encouragement Award" for a first time completion horse and rider 

for this year's ride. 
·  Peter McKechnie – is providing the Ride Secretary’s tent, grounds in the village and part of the 

course. 
·  ZONE ONE - Loan of Zone 1 trailer, ride bibs and Zone 1 tent. 

·  GRAEME AND JENNIFER GILBERTSON – Providing the loan of ride bibs. 

·  Rex Cox Perpetual Trophy - donated by Sharyn Cox in memory of the late Rex Cox. 

·  Allison Knihinicki  - is providing awards for oldest rider, youngest rider, last rider home and rider 
who has travelled the furthest to get to Shahzada. 

·  Edinburgh Rugs – Providing the horse rug prize for the raffle to pay for Shahzada’s new chain 
saw. 

·  D’Lua Park  - Donating DynaMint Equine Muscle Rub. 
·  Suncrest Arabians – Providing the First Stallion to Finish award. 
·  Manning Valley Equine Massage Therapy – Donating a complementry human massage. 
·  Waterford Designs - are donating a girth as a prize. 
 
·  NSW POLICE, NSW AMBULANCE SERVICE AND CAREFLIGHT  who are 

available to provide their very professional support if and when it is needed. 
·  HAWKESBURY COUNCIL  who continue to support Shahzada since its inception in 1981. 

·  LOCAL PROPERTY OWNERS AND NPWS. Without the cooperation of local property 
owners and the National Parks and Wildlife Service this Test could not take place.  We are greatly indebted to all 
concerned.  We impress upon all participants in the Test the necessity to treat all property with due respect. 

The committee would ask you to remember these friends and promote their products whenever you can as a means of 
thanking them for their support of your Sport.  The Test could not be run without the generosity of the property owners who 
allow us access, the myriad of voluntary helpers and the untiring support that our fabulous veterinary team provide.  Thank 
you one and all! 

 

NEED ANY INFORMATION ABOUT SHAHZADA? 
If for any reason you want to know about weather conditions, river conditions or anything else about Shahzada immediately 
before or during Shahzada, ring the official Shahzada phone line 02 4568 2173 and speak to someone on the Shahzada 
committee.    Please remember too, if you are worried about the weather conditions, then others will have similar concerns, 
so the phone line can be expected to be very busy.  You should just keep on trying.   
You can also check up on the web site  http://www.shahzadaresults.org  in the 2010 pages.  The file “Weather and 
More” will give you a brief idea of the conditions in the week before Shahzada.  The daily results will normally be 
uploaded before 7 pm each evening of Shahzada.  If the expected new version of a file does not display, press SHIFT 
while clicking RELOAD (Navigator) or CTRL while cli cking REFRESH (Explorer) to get the latest version of the 
file, when you are looking for a second or subsequent time, if the information was not there the first time. 
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Shahzada Pre-Ride Vet Banter 
 Welcome everyone to the 2010 Shahzada. I hope everyone is looking forward to challenging 
themselves at what must be one of the hardest endurance sporting events in Australia if not the world! 

 For those that have completed one or many Shahzadas, you will know what it takes to complete this 
epic event.  For first timers, this is a different ride to normal 80km endurance rides and requires a different 
approach.  The key to completing Shahzada, apart from bringing a fit, sound horse, is to pace yourself over the 
5 days.  Pushing your horse early in the event will likely result in early withdrawal.  The terrain is tough and 
steep and requires concentration to successfully navigate.  There are plenty of very experienced marathon 
riders at Shahzada, pick their brains and follow their advice and you will have a great week. 

 From a veterinary point of view we see different problems than at local rides.  One of the main 
problems we see is the effects of tying up (exertive rhabdomylosis) where horses become stiff and sore 
following intense exercise.  As a result, horses deemed lame at the end of a leg are allowed to represent at the 
beginning of the next leg.  This allows you time to strap your horse, whether it be overnight or during the day, 
and gives you a second chance at completing the event.  

The veterinary line up is as follows: 

Dr Monica Baffy  – a filly with German bloodlines, now stabled in Warwick, NSW.    Monica has oodles of 
international experience vetting in many disciplines, including jumping, dressage and eventing.  Monica’s 
experience will be an asset to the ride. 

Dr Luke Annetts – a young colt with impeccable endurance blood lines, stabled in Bundaberg Queensland. 
Luke has previously completed Shahzada and is from a family of horse riding professionals. Luke is looking 
forward to participating in the ride from the other side of the fence. 

 I hope everyone enjoys the ride, respect your animals and your peers and good luck. 

 Regards,       Dr Anthony Bennett and the vets. 
 

Vetting Area Canteen, Josh  -  Best Party hire 

Food and drink price list for Shahzada 
Drinks 
Coffee (milk and sugar will be available for tea and coffee) - $2.00  
Tea - $1.50 
Soft drink (coke, diet coke, fanta, lift, sprite) - $2.00 
Water – $1.50 

Food 
Chicken (various flavors will be available throughout the event) wraps with salad - $5.50 
Chicken thigh with salad and bread- $4.00 
Sausage sandwich with an option for onion and salad - $2.50 
Rissole sandwich (various flavors may be available throughout the event) with onion and salad - $3.00 
Steak sandwich with salad and onion - $4.00 
Bacon and egg roll (breakfast only) - $4.00 
Chicken breast sandwich with salad and onion - $5.50 
Aussie pork ribs with mixed Bbq’d vegies - $7.50 
Chips (if available) for $3.50. 
 

For Shahzada I’m going to also bring cakes and sweet things.  I’m also going to try and get some 
powerade, energy drinks and milo. 

 

UNLOADING HORSES 
Sometimes the entry to camp sites is more uneven than anticipated.  In the interest of ensuring your horse is not injured, it is 

suggested that you unload your horse in the Vetting area or a safe roadside area before driving into the campsite. 
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DAILY COMPUTER PRINTOUTS  
Printouts will be made available, when possible, immediately after the evening pre-ride talk.  The quantity of copies produced 
daily, thanks to the photocopier provided by our good friends at Toshiba, will be limited to meet expected needs.  Please pick up 
your copy in the evening. 
Please check your information daily on the half daily / daily printouts. Any discrepancy or change which may result in the 
publication of incorrect results must be notified to Ross at the computer site shed promptly.  If you don’t bother to check 
and notify of mistakes, your Completion Certificate and the ride results book may contain incorrect information which 
may not be able to be corrected. (One rider notified of a mistake 3 weeks after the books were posted out). 
During the Shahzada, it is planned to place the Pre-ride Starting List and the daily results on the Shahzada Internet web site 
http://www.shahzadaresults.org .  Look in the year 2010 pages. 

 

SMS, TELEPHONE, FAX & EMAIL. 
Outwards phone calls and SMS can use the Telstra public telephone opposite the Settlers Arms.  When calling home from the 
Telstra public phone its best to use a Telstra Telecard*, a prepaid Telstra PhoneAway card or a Smart PhoneCard.  (To organise 
Telstra Telecard, call Telstra on 1800 038 000 at least 2 weeks before leaving for the Shahzada) or purchase  PhoneAway or 
Smart Phone Cards before you come into St Albans.  Messages can be taken from incoming calls at the ride office but since the 
PA system will be limited to the vetting area,  calling people to phone calls may be impractical in some cases if their PA Radio 
isn't turned on.  Incoming phone calls should be limited to urgent situations.  Return calls should be made via the public phone. 
The St Albans phone number at Shahzada is 02 4568 2173. There is no GSM & patchy NextG mobile phone coverage in St 
Albans.  NextG works best with a directional beam antenna 
Enquires before and after Shahzada can be made to Ross Mudie on 02 9456 6301, since this number is normally at Ross’s home 
and is diverted to St Albans when Ross is in St Albans. 
A Fax machine is available for reception & transmission of Fax messages.  Contact Ross at the computer site shed. 
E-mail for people at Shahzada should be sent to rossmudie@alwaysonline.net.au . 
Please note Telstra “HomeLink” has been replaced by Telstra telecards.  *To find out more about Telstra Telecard, go to    
www.telstra.com.au/callingcardshop/telecard.htm .   You can order a Telecard online. 

 

RESULTS BOOK 
The results book will be compiled after the end of the Shahzada.  Riders, support crews and helpers are welcome to submit 
suitable material for inclusion in the results book.  The deadline for submitting material will be Tuesday 31/8/2010.  Mailing of 
the results book is expected to occur on or after 14th September 2010.  One copy of the book will be "free" to each entrant in 
the Shahzada regardless of successful or unsuccessful completion.  It is important to ensure that you have entered your correct 
mailing address on the pre-nomination form. 
Workers at the Shahzada, (ie. people helping to run the Shahzada), who are not riding are entitled to one free book each, but you 
must place your name on the non-entrant mailing list before Thursday, 26/8/2010.  People who are non-entrants and non-
workers may order a book at the Computer site shed for $10.00 each, which includes the postage.  Results books may also be 
ordered for postage to people not at the Shahzada. 
The results book will also be available from the  www.shahzadaresults.org  web site as a pdf. 

 

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
The Public Address system will only cover the vetting area.  PA coverage outside the vetting area will be via a low power radio 
transmitter on 89.5 MHz FM.  All camps should bring a FM radio receiver tuned to 89.5 MHz and batteries to run the radio all 
week.    It is suggested that all strappers bring a personal FM receiver (pocket or headset) to ensure that the "horses returning to 
town" calls are not missed.  Strappers need to be in the vetting area before riders return from each leg.   
Please note, the evening Pre-Ride talks will not be on the radio, riders and strappers must personally attend the Pre-ride talks.  

 

WATER ON THE COURSE 
There is plenty of natural water around the course.  Water in tubs on the course is strictly for horses to drink 
and not for washing of horses.  Be very careful washing horses in the river since the river bed is always very 
soft.  Please avoid washing horses or stirring up the mud in the water close upstream of the town pumps.   
It is expected that all riders will allow the horse to have water where it is naturally available. 
You will be advised if and when the river is safe to cross at the pre ride talks. 
Shahzada provides drinking water and disposable paper cups for riders at check points on the course. 

 

Daily Weather Maps 
Daily weather maps can be obtained from the Internet.  Anyone wanting a photocopy of the weather maps only 
needs to ask at the computer shed. 

 

Please note that all prices quoted in this booklet may be subject to change without notice. 
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WICEN RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
 Radio communications for the Shahzada are provided by volunteer amateur radio operators who 
are members of WICEN.  The Shahzada provides a valuable training exercise in a geographic area which 
presents variable and difficult radio communication conditions.  The support of endurance riding by 
WICEN in the Macdonald Valley over the last 30 years has proved to be beneficial in training operators 
for assistance with radio communications in emergencies such as bush fire and flood.  In the process of 
gaining this training, WICEN members continue to provide quality communications for the Shahzada and 
a degree of peace of mind for those in the base camp.  The radio frequencies in use by WICEN will be in 
the amateur radio bands. 
 The WICEN radio operators will pass radio messages from the check points to base, provide 
announcement of horses returning to base on each leg of the event, take drinking water out to specified 
check points (Riders must supply their own cup) and bring clothing discarded at the "drive in" check 
points back to the base camp.  (Please use name tags in all clothing).  If there is a problem with the 
horse, please remember that the radio operator is not a vet and that his/her prime function is to pass 
messages.  At times the radio operators may not be familiar with some of the "horse" terminology that 
riders will take for granted. 
All Riders please remember: 
·  To provide identification markings on all of your property before you go out, so that you can pick 

up the correct property back in the base camp. 
·  Ensure that you are wearing the correct rider number on your front and back, on the outside of all 

clothing being worn. 
·  Always call your number clearly so that the radio operator can record it correctly. 

 

HOW WICEN CAN HELP YOU! 
 This is how the WICEN radio operators can help you and in particular what we require from you 
should something happen to you or your horse out in the middle of nowhere. 
 Often when an incident happens out on the course, the first information the ride organisers and 
your strappers receive is from the WICEN radio operators.  This information has been passed to us 
generally from another rider.  This information is often vague and sometimes inaccurate due to it being 
third hand information.  If you think that you need help out on the course due to an incident or accident, 
stop and think about what sort of help you need and what is the best way to get it, keeping in mind the 
limitations of vehicle access to some parts of the course. 
 As radio operators, the sort of information we need to act quickly includes: 
 * what has happened. 
 * who you are and where you are 
 * the nature of any injuries sustained to you or your horse 
 * what your intentions are (ie, where are you going or are you staying put?) 
 * what special requirements you have (ie, you need a float, an ezy-boot,  farrier or vet, ambulance etc). 
Finally, one of the big problems we have found in the past is riders asking for specific things, eg,  a float to 
a specific location, and then changing their minds and continuing on to a different location without telling 
anyone.  This causes confusion and wastes time looking for you.  So, in conclusion, if something happens 
to you out on the course and you need help, have a think about what sort of help you need and how that 
could best be obtained and pass that information onto another rider to give to the WICEN radio operators. 

 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
Everyone wanting to plug in to the limited electrical power at Shahzada is required to use a Safety 
Switch power cord.  A Safety Switch will have both a TEST and a RESET button.  If it does not 
have a TEST button, it is not a Safety Switch.  Safety Switch power cords are available at larger 
hardware stores. 
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TIME KEEPING PROCEDURES 
At Shahzada your committee does everything possible to make the Test run as smoothly as possible and to try to 
keep the best possible records of the whole event.  We ask that all riders take note of the procedures for the time 
keeping and request everyone’s co-operation as follows. 
a) On the first morning of the 400km Test and the Mini Marathon, riders are expected to start on time.  If any 400 

km rider decides to withdraw or start after 4.15 am, (6.30 am for the Mini Marathon), then the rider must advise 
the Head TPR or Chief Steward.  Riders who start after 4 am on the first day of the 400km Shahzada (6.30 am for 
the Mini Marathon), will be on their own time.  All riders will be entered on a list as they start. 

b) When riders return from any leg of the 400km Shahzada or Mini Marathon, all riders must approach the 
TimeKeeper in Bulga St from the river direction and riders must stop and collect their Time Slip.  If any rider 
approaches from the Fickle Wombat direction, the rider must pass in front of the Settlers Arms, so that the rider 
approaches the TimeKeeper in the correct direction.  The time slip will show the rider’s IN time and the time in 
30 minutes when the horse must be presented to the TPRs and Vets. The rider will pass the video camera at the 
TimeKeeper, please ensure that rider’s vest number is visible and call the entrant number at the camera in the red 
toolbox.   

c) When riders go out on any second leg of Shahzada (400km only) riders must notify the TimeKeeper who will 
record the rider’s OutGoing time.  If WICEN operators and stewards are not in place for the second leg, 400 km 
riders will be delayed until essential safety is in place.  Riders will pass the video camera at the TimeKeeper, 
please make sure that the rider vest number is visible and call the ride number at the camera. 

d) For 400km entrants, on the second and subsequent mornings, the OutGoing TimeKeeper may be located at the 
vetting area camp fire.  The rider must advise the TimeKeeper when going out.  The TimeKeeper will record 
OutGoing horses in 1 minute groups. If for some reason a rider does not go out immediately, please re-advise the 
Time-Keeper at the time of actual departure.  Mini Marathon riders will depart as a group timed on the same 
departure time of 6.30am (to avoid a conflict with the time of the school bus).  All riders, when going out, MUST 
always ride past the TimeKeeper in Bulga St, towards the river, past the video camera with the rider’s number 
visible and riders must call their entrant number at the camera to ensure that there is a video & audio record of 
departure.  The reason for the Audio / Video recording at the TimeKeeper is to allow disputed times to be fairly 
arbitrated. 

e) If a rider withdraws on the course and the horse is floated back or the rider returns without completing the whole 
of the leg of the event, the rider or strapper must advise the TimeKeeper and the horse must be presented to the 
vets for examination, without exception.  

 

GATES ON THE COURSE 
The course of the Shahzada and the Mini Marathon Ride traverses the normal working 
area of numerous private properties in the Macdonald Valley area, through paddocks 
where there may be horses or other stock animals.  Riders are reminded that they should 
be sensitive to the fact that they must not be disruptive in any way to the normal 
workings of these properties.  In particular please remember to leave all gates as you find 
them.   
If the gate was open, leave it open; if it was closed, then close it again after going 
through.  There should be a Shahzada sign on critical gates.  Please take heed of the 
instructions on the signs. 
The course through these private properties is only available during the actual official 
legs of the Shahzada and the Mini Marathon Ride.  If you want to ride through private 
properties outside of the Shahzada, please do the right thing and obtain permission from 
the property owners before riding through. 

 

No Bull by Nicki Mantova 

 

Wearing of Helmets  
The wearing of ASA approved HELMETS is COMPULSORY at ALL TIMES that 
you are on your horse at Shahzada.  This includes ALL riders, in the 400km ride and 
the Mini Marathon and while exercising horses. 

 

Please note that Credit Card facilities are not available for Shahzada. 
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MAIN EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

We will be there again to photograph all riders on 
each day of this year's Shahzada, and these photos 
will be ready to view as soon as each morning or 
afternoon ride has completed. They can be seen and 
printed at our caravan located near the vetting area. 
 

Best wishes to all riders and strappers for a really 
enjoyable event this year. 
 

Peter & Judy Orr.   02 6020 3272   Web Site:   
www.maineventphotography.com.au 
Email:  peter@maineventphotography.com.au 

 
 

Kieron Power 
Photography 

 
I will be taking photos all 
week at Shahzada and I will 
be set up to print them for you 
if you wish.  
 
 
Kieron’s photographs were 
used in the 2007 Shahzada 
post ride book (the calendar). 
Kieron’s web site is  
http://www.kieronpower.com/ 
 
 
At right, Kieron with cameras. 
 

Photo by Ross Mudie 

 

SHARING THE ROADS 
When travelling to and from St Albans please stay on the left hand side of the road. 
Remember that the roads are there to share and having to apologise to locals who own the land that you ride through 
after they have been run off the road is not a good look for Shahzada in particular and horse riders in general !! 
As a condition of gaining approval to run Shahzada both the Council and RTA have stated that road rules also apply 
to horses, so please ride on the left hand side of the road and obey the road rules. 

 

CAMP SITE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS 
All entrants will be provided with a Camp Site Identification numbers when you arrive in St Albans.  These numbers are 
the same as your ride numbers.  The number will be enclosed in a plastic envelope.   
The Shahzada committee asks you to display these numbers on the dashboard of your vehicle and in a prominent position 
in your camp site, eg, near the entry door to caravans and tents, etc.  The purpose of these numbers is to correctly identify 
you when visitors are looking for you and when supplies are being delivered to your camp site.   

 

DEPOSIT ON RIDE NUMBERS 
1. Your Horse Log Book and your buckle for successful riders, is your deposit on your ride number.  
2. If your horse is withdrawn or vets out, please return your ride number promptly to secure the return of the Log Book.  
3. Successful Mini Marathon Riders must return ride numbers after the Friday presentation. 400 km Test entrants must 

return ride numbers at the end of presentation on Saturday morning, 28/8/2010.  Please note that ride numbers MUST 
be worn to presentation. 
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The Settlers Arms Inn 
The historic sandstone 1836 St Albans Inn serves lunch daily from 12 noon to 3 30pm 

and dinner on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings.   
Dinner in the dining rooms near the open log fire is from 6pm to 9.30pm. 

The fully licensed hotel bar service is available from 11am to 10pm Sunday to Thursday 
and 11am to midnight on Friday and Saturday. 

Comfortable accommodation is available in the Garden rooms. 
For more information including photographs:   www.settlersarms.com.au  

Bookings via email form on web site. 
Phone (02) 4568 2111  

 

 the Fickle Wombat Restaurant  

 
 

For 
Breakfast, Morning Teas, Lunches, Afternoon Teas, Dinner 

(Fully Licensed), Milk, Bread, Film, Tourist Inform ation and 
Macdonald Valley Souvenirs. 

Take Away Food Service Available 
Starting the Saturday before Shahzada, 21st August, open every day 

during Shahzada 10 am to late 
Watch our sign for Special nights. 

02 4568 2078 ����������	���
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 First Saturday night: ��
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Accommodation:  The Fickle Wombat barn is available for rent outside the Shahzada period. It sleeps a 
maximum of four people, has toilet, hot shower, electric kettle, toaster, fridge, air conditioning, DVD  and 

microwave.  Cost $95.00 (inc GST) per night 
 

RESPECT FOR PROPERTY 
We would ask that all participants in the Test, their friends and all others, to show due respect for other people's property.  In 
particular the Settlers Arms Inn, The Fickle Wombat, the privately owned properties and those areas of National Park which 
the Test traverses.  The Inn has much historical significance and the building was never intended to cope with the numbers 
of people we inflict on it.  In the private properties and the Yengo and Dhahrug National Parks, please ensure that you stay 
strictly on the tracks and that you do not leave any litter  (including tissues, fruit peelings or any other object) or cause 
damage of any kind.  Gates should be left in the condition that they were found.  You will appreciate that if problems occur 
either in the National Parks or indeed on any privately owned properties, that the ride may well be placed in jeopardy in 
future years.  

 

WISEMANS FERRY SUPERMARKET & NEWSAGENT 
Old Northern Road Wisemans Ferry (opposite Shell Service Station) 
Groceries, milk, bread (fresh daily), ice, fresh meat, pies and sausage rolls, cakes, sandwiches, 
vegetables, horse carrots, some hardware lines, baby needs, chemist lines, newspapers and magazines, 
dry cleaning. 02 4566 4520. 
 

Gas Refills at St Albans. 
Peter Bice (Wisemans Ferry Post Master, the local Gas man and 4 completions from 5 tries at 
Shahzada) will be providing portagas refills at St Albans at about 10 to 11 am on Tuesday and 
Thursday during Shahzada.  Listen for the PA announcement.  (Other times by arrangement.) Contact 
Peter at the Post Office on 02 4566 4273. 
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Linley Farm

 
 LUXURY PRIVATE B&B HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
   3 BEDROOM 2 BATH SELF CONTAINED SLEEP 6, AIR CON DITIONED, 
   BREAKFAST BASKET, TOWELS & LINEN INCLUDED. 5km S T ALBANS 

      HORSE PADDOCKS - FLOATS WELCOME 
  T:(02) 9418 6122 or (02) 4568 2025 
 �����������	
���
��	�     Email : ���
��������	
���
��	�  
 

 
 

JUBARAH’S Wellums Lake 
A secret to Share. 

Just 3 km towards the main Wisemans Ferry, from St Albans, on the Settlers Road. 
Serving dinner in a warm and comfortable dining room or on the verandah overlooking the beautiful and very 
peaceful Wellum’s Lake, see ride maps for location details.  

Open Saturday and Sunday for Lunch in addition to Dinner on Saturday evening. 
Mid week group bookings for dinner can be arranged. 

Please phone to book, 02 4568 2027 
Other secrets at Jubarah's Wellums Lake are the gift / craft shop and 

the very comfortable, self contained, 3 bedroom lakeside cottage. 
 

For further information contact Janis and Radwan Jubarah on 02 4568 2027. 
Colour photographs in web site -    www.wellumslake.com/ 

 

The Court House 
St Albans 

The unique historic restored sandstone Court House, Police Station and 
Prisoner's Lockup is recognised by the National Trust and available for 
overnight, weekly and holiday accommodation. 

 

 

 

The property is an area of 40 acres set on a timbered hillside overlooking the 
historic hamlet of St Albans and the beautiful Macdonald River Valley. 
The court house complex has 4 luxury double bedrooms, open fire, complete 
country kitchen.  
Adjacent homestead has 4 bed rooms with individual ensuite. 
Tariff includes full breakfast, bed and bathroom linen. 
Other meals available at Fickle Wombat Restaurant nearby or Settlers Arms Inn.  
Guests have unlimited use of all facilities including BBQ and DVD, tennis 
available nearby.   
(The Court House is considered to be part of the Village for Shahzada purposes). 

Phone/Fax:     (02) 4568 2042 
Email: 
enquiries@courthousestalbans.com.au  
For more information and photos of the 
historic building: 
      www.courthousestalbans.com.au  

Tariffs:  Double Room (2 people) - First night $160,  
second night $140. Improved discount for longer stay 
·  No refunds if reservations are cancelled less than 28 days 

before planned arrival.  
·  Bookings not confirmed until deposit received. 
·  Inspection by appointment welcome. 
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Darryl Davis – FARRIER 
Hot & Cold Shoeing, Corrective Shoeing  

Phone  (02) 6884 3052 
Mobile 0407 459 994 

Located at the intersection of Wharf Road & 
Bulga St Albans during Shahzada. 

The Pre-Ride book 
Thank you to the people who have contributed to this pre-ride 
book, especially:  
Diane and Robert McKenzie, Kym Hagon, Anthony Bennett, Col 
Hodgson, Peter Jackson, Nicki Mantova, Colin Rutherford, Peter 
Orr, Kieron Power, Carole Dixon, Josh from Best Party Hire, 
Geoff Cribb, David Somerville, Dai Buckley, Sue Todd and 
our printers Kwik Kopy at Liverpool. 
 
Proof Readers:  Sue Todd, Peter McKechnie & Neil Clarkson. 
   Ross Mudie, Editor 

 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY MORNING BRUNCH 
After the Shahzada presentation is over, the Brunch on Saturday morning is 
an opportunity to say farewell till next time to your Shahzada friends.  This 
year the brunch will be at the Fickle Wombat. 
Tickets for the brunch can be purchased during the week at the Fickle 
Wombat at a cost of $10.00 (inc GST) and includes: 
Eggs, bacon, tomato, sausages, toast and hash browns along with a glass of 
champagne or orange juice.  
This MUST be pre-booked and paid by the Thursday night, so we can 
make sure we have enough supplies and NO-ONE misses out. 

 

LOCAL ROAD NAMES 
For the benefit of newcomers to St Albans, here are some of the alternate road names. 

Upper Macdonald Road - The Branch Road. 
Wollombi Road - The Common Road. 
The Settlers Road - Main Ferry Road. 

St Albans Road - Webbs Creek Ferry Road. 
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RIDING RULES for 3 Day MINI MARATHON 
1. The entry fee for the 3 Day Shahzada MINI MARATHON is $190 per rider age 16 and above and $120 for 

riders under 16 years of age in 2010, which includes camp site and National Park and Wildlife Service fees. 
Prenomination closes 1/8/2010, limit 50 entrants in Mini Marathon.  

2. Changes of the pre-nominated horse or rider is permitted up until the time of vetting. 
3. Finalisation of entries after pre-nomination (which closes 1/8/2010) will only be accepted until 2.00pm on Monday, 

23/8/2010.  
4. No refunds or substitutions will be made if the horse nominated is not allowed to start or withdrawn after the pre-ride 

vetting. In case of withdrawal before vetting, after payment of an entry fee, you will receive a refund of the entry fee 
paid less a withdrawal fee. If you withdraw before vetting on 23/8/2010 you will only receive the pre-ride books & the 
withdrawal fee will be $10; if you want a post ride book then the withdrawal fee is $20. Withdrawals will be refunded 
(less the appropriate fee) after the Shahzada when the post ride books are posted. Refund cheques must be banked 
before 30/9/2010.  Cheques which remain unbanked after 30/9/2010 will be cancelled.  You must advise the Ride 
Recorder personally if you want to withdraw. (Phone 02 9456 6301). Camp sites will only be allocated after pre-
nomination.  

5. Entry forms for entrants under 18 years of age must be counter signed by a parent or legal guardian plus a completed & 
signed PARENT / LEGAL GUARDIAN CONSENT RIDERS DECLARATION form MUST be presented on arrival.  

6. All horses and riders must be present for confirmation of correct horse and the pre-ride veterinary inspection between 
11.00 am and 2.00 pm Monday 23rd August 2010.  The Shahzada committee reserves the right to refuse entry to any 
horse or rider.  

7. The start times will be 6.30 am on each Mini Marathon ride day, or as notified at the daily pre-ride talk each evening. 
Each day, all riders must leave St Albans before 6.45 am.  

8. The maximum allowed riding time each day is 8 hours.  
9. Horses must remain in the village area (see page 28), during all rest periods between the daily legs, for the duration of 

the event.  
10. All legs of the course must be ridden in the order as set out by the committee. There will be one leg each day, distances 

will appear on the Mini Marathon Ride maps.  
11. Ride numbers must always be worn on the front of each registered rider when riding on the course and by the horse 

attendant in the vetting area in addition to when trotting out.  Rider numbers must not be obscured at any time.   
12. All horses will be examined at 30 minutes after arrival at the end of each leg.  (Horses may be presented between 15 minutes 

and no later than 30 minutes after returning from the course).  Heart rate recovery levels will be 55 b.p.m. or as specified by 
the AERA. There will also be an examination for unsoundness and metabolics at each check.  

13. Riders are responsible for the behaviour of their strappers and friends. Dogs must be kept on leads & under control at 
all times. No dogs or bicycles are permitted in the vetting area. Riders are personally responsible for the payment of all 
accounts before leaving St Albans, especially accounts for veterinary and farrier services, supply of horse feed and 
power.  

14. All horses and riders entered in the SHAHZADA 3 day MINI MARATHON RIDE enter at their own risk. The 
wearing of helmets by all Mini Marathon riders is compulsory. Lit headlights must be worn pre-dawn. The 
organisers reserve the right to call an ambulance or medical evacuation in the event of any medical incident.  

15. Only horses entered in the Ride will be permitted on any part of the course while the event is in progress, from 4.00 am 
Monday 23rd August 2010 to 5.00 pm Friday 27th August 2010.  

16. Riders not entered in the event or who have retired and wish to exercise their horses, must see the chief steward for 
information and permission on which part of the course is available to ride daily.  

17. Each horse's start, finish and total riding time in addition to the pulse of the horse will be recorded daily.  
18. A presentation for successfully completing Mini Marathon Riders will be held on Friday 27th August 2010.  
19. The committee reserves the right to vary the riding rules at any time. If this is necessary entrants will be notified.  
20. Current ERA membership card must be shown on arrival by all entrants, day membership will not be available. ERA 

riding rules apply.  
21. In the event of an appeal against a veterinary decision, the rider must lodge the appeal with the Head Vet or Chief 

Steward of Shahzada 400 Inc before the horse leaves the vetting area. The appeal will then be heard by the appeals 
committee. Once the horse has left the vetting area no appeal will be considered. There will be a $20.00 appeal fee.  

22. The ride is under the control of the Veterinary team and the Chief Steward.  
23. Ride numbers must be worn during presentation & returned on completion of presentation on Friday 27/8/2010.  
24. Unless specified by the Shahzada committee crossing on the St Albans bridge is prohibited and will result in 

disqualification from the ride.  
25. Mini Marathon Ride horses must in all cases give way to 400km Shahzada horses on the course and in the TPR/Vetting 

area.  



Year 2010 Shahzada, the ULTIMATE TEST in HORSEMANSHIP 
 

20 

MINI MARATHON MAP FOR TUESDAY 24/8/2010 
Markers are BLACK or WHITE. 

Tuesday - 47 km 
 

 

Starting at the time keeper, turn left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of 
the Settlers Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle 
Wombat.  Use the bypass gate then along the Settlers Rd for 12 km to 
Shepherd’s Gully.  Turn left up Shepherd’s Gully to the Great North Rd, left 
to the 8 mile turn off.  Turn left into the 8 mile track, through the Meadows 
and left into Wright’s Creek Rd.  Turn right into Settler’s Rd for 8 km back 
to St Albans.  Don’t forget to go past the front of the Settlers Arms to enter 
the time keeper in Bulga St via Wollombi Rd.  

 

 
Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course. 

When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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MINI MARATHON MAP FOR WEDNESDAY 25/8/2010 
Markers are BLUE. 

Wednesday – 28 km 
 
 

 

Starting at the time keeper, turn left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the Settlers Arms.  
Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle Wombat.  Use the bypass gate then 
along the Settlers Rd for 4 km and right into the Word Of Life crossing.  Left into St Albans 
Rd for 2 km (sealed, no verges) then right up Boyd’s hill to the Woomerah path.  Turn right 
and along Woomerah path and turn right down the big hill in McKechnies to the Branch Rd. 
Starting at the Branch Rd, start following the MINI MARATHON ONLY  sign.  Turn right 
into the Branch Rd, left across Joe’s crossing & right into Wollombi Rd for 4 km to return to 
St Albans and left into Bulga St to the timekeeper. 

 

 
 

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course, 
especially in Boyds and McKechnies. 

When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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MINI MARATHON MAP FOR THURSDAY  26/8/2010 
Markers are GREEN 

Thursday - 50 km 
 
 

 

Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the Settlers 
Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle Wombat.  Use the 
bypass gate then along the Settlers Rd for 8 km and turn left into Wrights Creek Rd.  
Up Blue Hill and right into the Transmission Rd until Brown’s Rd.  Mini Marathon 
Riders have the option (1, 51.5km) of continuing on the Transmission Road until 
Wollombi Rd, then left down the Common for 12 km to St Albans, then left into 
Bulga St, or option( 2, 50km) to turn left into Browns Rd and go down the Steps, 
then left for 5.5 km down Wollombi Rd and left into Bulga St. 

 
Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course, 

especially on The Steps. 
When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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HORSE FEED, SHAHZADA OFFICIAL SUPPLIER. 
Horse feed should be ordered at least 1 week prior to your arrival at Shahzada, to be available on your 
day of arrival at St Albans.  (Some advanced orders may be pre-delivered if daily requirements do not justify 
a special trip).  Use the order form in this book as a guide to stocked items and call Phil on 0409 229 346. 
For special items not on the order form, (including horse carrots), contact Phil at least 1 week in advance of 
Shahzada.  
Feed order forms will also be available on the web site www.shahzadaresults.org and at the Computer Site 
Shed at St Albans during the ride.  Completed order forms can be left at the Site Shed.  
Delivery of horse feed to St Albans will be dependant on sufficient orders.  Expected delivery days are Friday 
20/8, Saturday 21/8, Sunday 22/8, Monday 23/8 and Wednesday 25/8/10.  Our Horse Feed supplier is Phil 
Accurso of Accurso Stock Feeds, 4590 Old Northern Rd, Maroota  NSW  2756, phone 0409 229 346.  

 

 

D-Lua Park Saddle Cloths 
Check out our Pure Wool Saddle Cloths 

Supporting competitors in Shahzada 
Donating DynaMint Equine Muscle Rub 
for aching muscles of Humans and Equines. 

** New Business**   “ KOFFEE 2 GO”   
ESPRESSO CAPUCCINO, FLAT WHITE, BLACK even HOT CHOCOLATE 

Nibble on BYRON BAY COOKIES – YUMMY!! 
Coffee & Cookies at Shahzada!!!!! 
D’Lua Park:     phone 07 5464 4222 
Website:      www.d-luapark.com.au  

 
 

 
Waterford Designs will be at Shahzada. 
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LOG BOOK PROCEDURE AT SHAHZADA. 
The log book procedure at Shahzada varies from other endurance rides because of the ongoing nature of the event 
and the unique computer set up available.  The procedure, which has been developed and fine tuned over 21 years, 
reduces the incidence of misplaced log books, makes evening internet upload of daily results achievable and 
enhances the general smooth running of the event. 
1. Entrants should "self fill in" details of the event on the first available page in the current yellow horse log 

book for 400km, or either blue or yellow log book for the Mini Marathon ride.  Please use a ball point pen 
and ensure that the ink is not water soluble.  Please ensure that there are sufficient unused pages in the 
logbook to complete the entire ride. 

2. To obtain your rider number vest, you must submit the following for verification of eligibility to enter: 
a) your completed and signed yellow entry form for 400 km, or pink entry form for the Mini 

Marathon (which comes from Event Recorder Ross Mudie after pre-nomination and full 
payment). 

b) signed NSW ERA age disclaimer for entrants under 18 years of age. 
c) your current AERA (State division) qualified rider membership card. 
d) for 400 km - yellow horse log book with event details already entered.  Please note that only qualified 

endurance horses are eligible to enter, horses affected by the 13 month novice horse rule are not 
able to enter.  It is recommended that you bring the previous horse log book to establish 
qualification. 

 For Mini Marathon - Yellow or Blue Log Book.  
3. Entry submission times are Sunday 22/8/2010 between 1pm and 5pm for all riders, at the ride office 

(Shahzada tent) in Bulga St, St Albans.  Additional entry times for Mini Marathon riders, between 9am 
and 10.30am Monday 23/8/10. 

4. Once the entry has been successfully verified, the entry form and age disclaimer will be retained in the 
ride office, the horse log book and AERA membership card returned to the rider and the rider number 
vest will be issued. 

5. While in the Shahzada tent collecting the rider vest, for 400 km - the rider must take the saddle and any 
other gear that the horse will be carrying during Shahzada, to the Scales in the office for weighing as 
follows:  
 Weigh the rider with saddle and any other gear that will be normally be carried by the horse. 
For Mini Marathon - all weighing is optional. 

6. The Office staff will record the carry weight (rider with gear) in the horse log book and enter the carry 
weight into the event computer 

7. Between 1pm and 5pm on Sunday 22/8/2010 for 400 km or 11 am to 2 pm Monday 23/8/2010 for Mini 
Marathon ride entrants, the horse attendant wearing the rider number vest, should take the horse log book 
and the horse to the TPR area.  The TPR stewards will measure the Temperature, Pulse and Respiration 
(TPR) of the horse and enter this information in the horse log book.  The log book will be returned to the 
horse attendant.  

8. The horse attendant, wearing the ride number vest, should next proceed to the vetting area where the vets 
will conduct the pre-ride veterinary inspection.  The veterinary inspection results and comments will be 
entered in the horse log book and the log book will be retained for return to the ride office. 

9. The ride office staff will enter the pre-ride TPR data in the event computer system from the log book, fill 
in the 4am common start time for 400 km and 6.30 am common start time for the Mini Marathon in the 
horse log book.  The ride office should verify that rider weight has been entered in the log book for 400km 
and file the log books in numeric order in the log book boxes.  

10. All 400 km riders are expected to start at 4am on Monday 23/8/2010 and all Mini Marathon riders are 
expected to start at 6.30 am Tuesday 24/8/2010.  Rider numbers will be recorded at timekeeping as riders 
leave.  All riders must go past the camera at the Time Keeper and call their ride number as a record of 
starting.  All 400km riders must leave before 4.15am Monday.  All Mini Marathon riders must leave 
at 6.30am Tuesday.  Any rider withdrawing before starting must advise the Chief Steward within 15 
minutes of the nominated start time.  

  



Year 2010 Shahzada, the ULTIMATE TEST in HORSEMANSHIP 
 

25 

 

11. Incoming entrants will be issued with a time slip showing "time in" and "30 minute vet time".  Outgoing 
horses will be time recorded onto a list.  The timekeepers should enter the entrant time data into the event 
computer within 5 minutes of the occurrence.  The action of entering times into the computer at the time 
keeper causes a printout on a dedicated printer at the ride office where the office staff will enter the "in/vet" 
time or the "out time" in the appropriate horse log book.  Log books with "In/vet time" entries will be placed 
in the "waiting TPR" box in time order while "out time" entries will be filed in the "Out on Course" box in 
entrant number numeric order.  

12. If there is a computer problem, which prevents data entry at the timekeeper's computer within 5 minutes, the 
timekeepers should phone the office to advise of "In/Vet" times.  

13. When the horse is presented to the TPR stewards at the 30 minute vet check, the TPR data is written in the 
horse log book and the log book is returned to the horse attendant who is wearing the rider number vest.  
The horse attendant should then take the log book and horse to the vets for the veterinary inspection.  

14. When the veterinary inspection is complete, the vet's results and comments are written in the horse log book 
and the log book is returned to the ride office.  

15. The office staff enter the pulse data from the log book in the event computer and check if the horse is 
continuing in the event or is scratched.  

a) The Log Books for entrants who remain in the event are filed back in the log book boxes in numeric order.  
b) If the horse is a "Vet Out", "Withdrawal" or "Disqualification", this information is entered in the event 

computer.  "Vet Outs" can be “Lame”, "Pulse", "Metabolic", "Tied up" or "Injury" (or a combination of 
reasons).  In the event of "Injury" a further brief description will be required in the event computer.  The 
action of entering any of Vet Out, Withdrawal or Disqualification in the event computer at the ride 
secretary's office causes an immediate print out of the removal of that entrant on the printer in WICEN.  The 
log book pages for Vet Out, Withdrawal or Disqualification should be photocopied for record purposes and 
the log book should then be filed in the "Vet Out box" in numeric order.  The log book should only be 
returned to the rider on receipt of the rider number vest.  

16. When a rider whose horse is Vetted Out, Withdrawn or Disqualified, returns their rider number vest, 
providing that the log book has been signed off by the Head Vet and ride secretary and a photocopy of the 
Shahzada pages in the log book has been obtained, then the log book may be returned.  

17. During the running of Shahzada, a log book should only be in one of two places:  
a) In the Ride Office.  
b) In the TPR/Vetting area.  
18. For successful 400km entrants, the log books will be returned after presentation when the rider number vest 

is returned on Saturday morning 28/8/2010.  For successful Mini Marathon ride entrants, the log books will 
be returned after presentation when the rider number vest is returned on Friday afternoon 27/8/2010.  

 
 

SHAHZADA TEAM EVENTS 
This promises to be another fun way to enjoy the Shahzada week.  Enter a team, with a prize for first place in a 
400 km Shahzada team.  
400km teams can be mixed divisions.  
The winning teams will be the teams which finish with the largest number of riders still in the event with the 
lowest pulse rates and the best metabolics. 
Entries for the teams events will be taken by Gail Fisher on Sunday 22/8/2010.  Entry in the teams event is $20 
per team. 

 

ST ALBANS BRIDGE 
Unless specified by the Shahzada committee, crossing on the St Albans bridge is prohibited and will result in 
disqualification from the ride.  In the event that the committee specifies use of the St Albans bridge, riders must 
dismount and walk the horse across the bridge.  Failure to dismount will result in disqualification from the ride. 
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DRIVING TO SHAHZADA, WHICH ROAD? Updated 13/5/10, 13/7/10. 

There are 2 roads from Wisemans Ferry to St Albans, on either side of the Macdonald River.  Both roads are 20 km in length.   

The Settlers Rd, which continues on from Wisemans Ferry Rd (from Gosford direction) has 10 km unsealed.  On 13/7/10, the 
unsealed section of this road from Lower Macdonald to about 2 km past Wrights Creek was found to be fairly potholed.  The 
remainder of the unsealed section had just been graded and the grader was found parked at Wrights Creek.  When it dries out, this 
road can be expected to be quite dusty. 

(13/5/10) The St Albans Rd which starts at the Webbs Creek Ferry has been fully sealed.  This is the best road to use from Wisemans 
Ferry for normal size vehicles including those towing small floats and small caravans.  The problem for those using St Albans Road 
is the St Albans Bridge which has width, length and vehicle weight limitations. 

(13/7/10) The St Albans Bridge still has a gantry on one sides of the road for about half of the bridge, restricting width.  There are 
bollards on the St Albans Road side of the bridge to limit the width and length vehicles entering the bridge.  The bridge, which is a 
single lane, ie no passing or overtaking, still has a limit of 7.5 metres for vehicle length, 3 metres for vehicle width, 15 tons gross 
vehicle weight and a 10km /h speed limit.  Long or wide vehicles will need to swing wide when entering the bridge from the St 
Albans Road / Branch Road side.  There is a give way sign on the St Albans Village end of the bridge approach.  Large vehicles are 
advised to use Settlers Road and avoid the bridge.   

During the running of the Shahzada, please use the St Albans Road in preference to Settlers Road, since Settlers Road will be used 
for most legs of the event from Monday to Thursday. 

The third way into St Albans, from Bucketty on the Wollombi Road, is 35 km unsealed.  On 13/7/10, the Wollombi Road from 
Bucketty was found to be in reasonable condition for an unsealed, earth formed road.  The road is pot holed with corrugations and 
quite greasy in part in the wet.  If this road is used, take it slowly, much of this road is one lane wide, watch for vehicles 
approaching, also watch the edges as there are no safety fences.  There are a few overhanging bushes as you descend the hill and 
expect stock on the road in the Common.  

(13/7/10) For drivers of large rigs, floats and any vehicle over 4 tons weight or over 10 metres in length or 2.5 metres in 
height, approaching via Singleton.  The section from Broke to Wollombi via Paynes Crossing is closed to vehicles weighing 
more than 4 tonnes or 10 metres in length or 2.5 metres in height, due to the condition of Cunneens bridge at Wollombi, 
requiring a detour via Cessnock.  The road between Broke and Wollombi is also very narrow in part with no guard rail.  The 
new concrete bridge right beside the old wooden bridge is well advanced in construction. 

(13/7/10) A section of Wisemans Ferry Road between Gunderman and Wisemans Ferry, near Gunderman Creek, is one lane due to 
closure of the river side lane.  There is an automatic “road works” traffic light controlling this section.  There is likely to be a few 
minutes delay at the traffic light controlled section.  A road works crew was working on this section on 13/7/10.  There were also 
road works near Cohens Creek a few kms on the Wisemans Ferry side of Spencer. 

(13/7/10)   Roadworks in the area of Thompsons Bridge, south of Laguna. 

Please exercise special care on the corners in the unsealed parts of Settlers Road and Wollombi Rd (from Bucketty). 

Bicentennial & Lower Portland Roads are totally unsuitable for floats, trailers & caravans.   
All roads in the area are narrow & winding, drive with care & especially observe the low gear signs on the hill descending into 
Wisemans Ferry on the Old Northern Road.   

Approaching 
From 

Roads to Use Roads to Avoid 

Windsor Via South Maroota & Old Northern Road, large or long vehicles use main 
vehicular ferry at Wisemans Ferry and Settlers Road 
Small light vehicles can use either vehicular ferry at Wisemans Ferry, but 
please use St Albans Road Monday to Thursday of Shahzada to minimise 
the impact on the rides. 

Bi-Centennial Rd and 
Lower Portland Rd 

Sydney Old Northern Road, large or long vehicles use main vehicular ferry at 
Wisemans Ferry and Settlers Road.  Small light vehicles can use either 
Ferry, but please use St Albans Road Monday to Thursday of Shahzada, to 
minimise the impact on the rides. 

 

Gosford Wisemans Ferry Road which becomes Settlers Road on the St Albans side 
of the main Wisemans Ferry. 

Don’t cross the ferry 
(unless you need fuel). 

Bucketty St Albans via Wollombi Rd (35 km dirt road, winding & narrow.)  You 
must not leave the road in the St Albans Common. 

Get fuel before entering 
the area. 

Singleton Approach via Cessnock instead of Paynes Crossing and Cunneens 
Bridge.  Last fuel Cessnock. 

Paynes Crossing and 
Cunneens Bridge,  due to 
the state of Cunneens 
Bridge. 

 

This article about the roads leading to St Albans will also appear on the web site www.shahzadaresults.org . If there are 
substantial changes to this information in the week leading up to Shahzada the web site file will be updated. 
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Shahzada Social Committee 2010    
The “Off-Field” Agenda…  
 

Welcome one and all to the 30th Shahzada Marathon Endurance Ride.  Without doubt this is the most prestigious, 
challenging and inspiring endurance ride in the world.  No other ride captures so perfectly the spirit of endurance riding – 
the most beautiful of settings (seemingly in the middle of it’s very own world), a supremely challenging course, and a 
magical atmosphere unique to almost any sporting event anywhere.  Over the years Shahzada’s social scene has been 
renowned for larrikinism and spontaneous fun – and this year will be no different…although the spontaneity will take 
place around the following framework… 
 

Sunday Night 
Just after pre-ride vetting, we’ll all get together to watch a few inspiring DVD’s put together by Keiren Power which 
should whet the appetite for the ensuing week, and give a good idea of what this ride is all about.  Bring a bevvy – be it 
hard or soft – and get to know your new and/or old friends 
 

Tuesday Night 
After two hard days of riding, we’ll be looking to determine whose camp reigns supreme in the “My Camp Rules” 
challenge.  This will involve a little eating and drinking, and the hardest parts of this competition should probably be 
undertaken by someone not in the ride…(throwing your strapper into the melee is my best suggestion…) 
 

Wednesday Night 
Shahzada Idol – this event has now truly become one of the great events not only on the endurance calendar, but on the 
international talent quest circuit.  Justin Beiber showed great interest in auditioning this year, but his application was 
denied – he really isn’t special enough for this gig…  Once again we are looking for performers willing to make the 
audience laugh – we don’t care if we laugh with you, against you, or at you.  We’re just looking for acts that entertain.  
Sing like Billy Ray Cyrus, dance like Michael Flatley, act like John Cleese – or do anything else like anyone else – even 
yourself!  Get your bookings early at the Fickle Wombat ‘cos it’s a sell-out every year. 
 

Thursday 
Get your chairs in place early between the TPR area and the trot-out zone!  If you are lucky (you’ll probably have to use a 
super-slow-motion camera) you may just catch a glimpse of the black and tan flash known to those lucky enough to have 
witnessed her freakish talent as Sammi The Wonderdog.  This genetic phenomenon has been likened to Pharlap and 
Makybe Diva and she has a similar tragic story to the former racing legend.  Her winning streak, and possibly her career, 
was maliciously marred in a horrendous and spiteful doping incident.  Physically Sammi has recovered and is as fluffy and 
festively plump as ever.  Mentally, however, she faces a huge challenge to return to the very place she was so vilely 
corrupted …  
Thursday is also dress up day.  Tradition has it that pyjamas are the wardrobe of choice.  This year, 30 years on from it’s 
inception, Shahzada lost the gentleman who made it all happen those many years ago.  Halifax Hayes was a visionary who 
helped create this amazing event, and he will be bitterly missed by his many and varied friends, and both his immediate 
and extended/Shahzada family.  As such, the other dress code that will also be accepted will be “Hal”.  The more long 
white beards on the day, the better. 
 

See you there,   Kym and Kim 

SASC (Self Appointed Social Committee) 
 

 
Helping you create your perfect 
rugging system with some of the 
strongest and warmest rugs 
available. 
 
Contact details: 
Phone: 02 6355 6229 
Email: edrugs@lisp.com.au 
Web: www.edinburghhorserugs.com 
 

See us at Shahzada. 

 

Edinburgh Horse Rugs are donating a prize for the raffle and running the raffle to help the 
Shahzada committee pay for the new chain saw used in the track clearing for Shahzada.   
Thank you Edinburgh for your support.  We hope that all riders visit Edinburgh Horse Rugs at 
Shahzada. 
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RIDE BASE CO-ORDINATOR  
The Ride Base Co-ordinators at Shahzada will 
help to solve problems affecting your camp at 
St Albans. 
Problems like water supply, power, cold showers, 
issues with the position of camps, fencing, 
restocking toilets, co-ordinating shopping trips, 
etc. 
The Ride Base Co-ordinators are Peter McKechnie 
and Haydn Fisher.  They will usually be found in 
the Vetting Area or near the Shahzada tent. If you 
can’t find Peter or Haydn, see Ross at the 
Computer shed. 
 

FIREWOOD AND CAMP FIRES 
Shahzada will provide firewood delivered into the 
camp, but it will need to be cut up before use.  
Entrants should also bring some firewood if 
possible.  Please do not use firewood from the 
hotel.  Don’t forget to bring your chain saw and 
log splitting wedges.   
Fire drums are not available, please bring your 
own fire drums.  Where practical, please set up 
community camp fires.  Please do not stockpile 
more firewood than you will reasonably need.   
 

JOBS ROSTER 
We need your help, please. Some of the tasks 
include: checking / restocking toilets, cutting fire 
wood, shopping in Wisemans Ferry, clean up the 
streets, time keeping, filling in log books in the 
office and packing up after its all over.   
If you can help, please contact Sue Todd on 
02 6379 7218  or  suetodd@activ8.net.au  
 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU  
·  Peter Mudie for the provision of the “during 

Shahzada” Internet web site for the daily result 
updates, the PA Radio Transmitter, the committee 
radio network and other special electronics. 

·  Ian Rosser for the establishment and 
maintenance of the original Shahzada Internet 
web site and the Shahzada domain name. 

·  Robert McKenzie for his help with the 
information in the 1981 to 2009 Shahzada records 
book and modification of the 500km buckle. 

 

COLLECTION OF GARBAGE 
This year we are asking everyone at Shahzada to please 
make a special effort with the garbage situation.  We would 
prefer non-combustible rubbish to be bagged up into old 
feed bags and tied at the top when full.  Please bring a few 
old feed bags for your garbage.  Shahzada will have a 
garbage skip near the Vetting Area (Bulga St near Wollombi 
Road) where you should deposit tied off bags of garbage.  
Please compact your rubbish before placing it in the skip so 
that the skip can contain the rubbish.  There will also be a 
number of old feed bags on star stakes in the vetting area. 
We would prefer that there were no glass bottles at 
Shahzada, but if you do have bottles, please do not break 
them or try to burn disused glass bottles. 

 

NO RUBBISH ON THE TRACK, Please  
Please do not leave any rubbish on the roads, tracks, 
private property or National Parks.  Items such as 
discarded tissues, drink bottles, orange peelings etc 
should be returned to boxes or containers in the 
check points before continuing or carried back to 
rubbish bins provided in the base camp.   
Tissues or other items discarded on track are likely 
to be collected and presented to the original 
discarder at the evening pre-ride talks.  Special 
awards are likely to be made to the collectors. 

 

CLEARING UP AFTER HORSES 
Stringent conditions have been imposed by the local 
council to maintain the public park areas.   
a) If any horse is likely to excavate the horse yard, 

please advise camp site co-ordinator, Sue Todd 
phone 02 6379 7218 so that a suitable camp area 
can be arranged.  Camp areas A and F are totally 
unsuitable for horses which are likely to excavate 
due to the council conditions.   

b) Horse Poo must be raked up and bagged, please.  
Disposal of droppings into nearby long grass or the 
river / river bank is totally unacceptable.  Please 
remember to bring your own shovel, rake and spare 
bags. 

 

TRACK MARKERS.  
A Special thank you to all who have helped with 
the preparation and marking of the tracks for the 
Shahzada this year.  

 

DEFINITION OF ST ALBANS VILLAGE AREA 
(for the purpose of rule 9 on page 4). 

The limits of the village area are as follows:  The grid in Settlers Rd; a distance of 200 metres from St Albans 
bridge in St Albans Rd; the first grid in the Branch Rd (the gate to Price Morris Cottage) and the old Church 
at Espie St. 
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On course 

Maurie Thomson - Equine & Human Masseur 
Sharen Thomson - Human Masseur 

also level 2 in Reiki 
We will be available for the duration of Shahzada. 

For all enquires please contact us on 0408-302-673 or see us at our site at Shahzada 
Prices:  Package deal horse and rider for the week $260.00 or Horse $60.00, rider $45.00 

Email:       maurieshaz40@hotmail.com 
 

Rider’s “Must Remember” check list. 
1. Horse log book and previous log book, Horse & Strapper. 
2. Rider’s membership card. 
3. Head lamp for early morning road sections. 
4. Entry forms for everyone, plus parent / legal guardian signed disclaimer for any under 18 entrants. 
5. Final fill up with fuel at Wiseman’s Ferry on the way in to St Albans. 
6. On arrival, go to Campsite Control in the vetting area before taking up your camp site. 
7. A safety switch power cord if you want to connect to electrical power. 
8. Bring your own fire drum. 
9. Bring a personal 88 to 108 MHz FM radio so that you "tune in" to the Shahzada public address on 

89.5 MHz FM, wherever you are in St Albans base camp. 
 

Daily Course, 2010 Shahzada. 
The bitumen sealing of the final 5 km of the St Albans Road without any soft verges has made this 
section of the road unsuitable for general use in Shahzada.  The course has been changed to use Settlers 
Road which has 3 km sealed from St Albans with soft verges in place of St Albans Road.  The whole 
400 km course has a total of 4 km (2 x 2 km) where the road is sealed without suitable verges and 
avoids putting horses which are too fresh on the unsuitable section.  The course also avoids use of the 
Settlers Arms Crossing and the St Albans bridge and minimises the use of the Word Of Life crossing to 
just two times. 

All entrants when going out on any leg of any part of Shahzada must go via the timekeeper in Bulga 
Street, towards the river.  If the course goes via Settlers Road, riders must go past the front of the 
Settlers Arms, then turn left into Wharf Street, then right into Bulga Street, past the Fickle Wombat and 
use the bypass gate at the grid to gain access to Settlers Road.   

Entrants must follow the Settlers Road and not take a short cut across the farm paddock which starts at 
the grid, when going out or returning via Settlers Road. 

All entrants when returning to St Albans via Settlers Road must pass through the bypass gate at the 
Village grid, past the Fickle Wombat then turn left into Wharf Street, then turn right into Wollombi 
Road, past the front of the Settlers Arms and right into Bulga Street to pass through the time keeper. 
When the course uses Settlers Road, taking a short cut through the vetting area without going past the 
front of the Settlers Arms is not permitted. 

 

Manning Valley Equine Massage Therapy 

 

Geoff Cribb 
02 6556 3732 
0407 506 035 

mvequinemassage@bigpond.com 

 
Available from 21 August 

on the grounds 
Campsite  - R 
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PLEASE MAKE SHAHZADA A GLASS FREE ZONE 
All participants at this year’s Shahzada are requested to bring in drinks in cans rather than glass bottles, in 
the interest of everyone at Shahzada and especially the people who have the thankless task of the final 
clean up after everyone else has gone home.   
In the interest of personal safety, everyone should wear shoes or boots at all times during waking hours.  
Thongs or bare feet are not suitable to protect feet from broken glass, etc.   

 

 
 

Water in Town 
Water must not be drawn 
from the taps in the Settlers 
Arms Inn property, else there 
will be insufficient water for 
the Inn to operate.  Shahzada 
water taps are available on the 
south side of Bulga St almost 
opposite the Fickle Wombat 
(D-E fence), at the toilet block 
in the park (between A & B), 
the tank near the tennis courts 
in F, the vetting area T in 
addition to area J near U and 
on the corner of Bulga St & 
Wollombi Rd.  (The letters 
refer to the blocks in the town 
camp site map).  There is also 
a mobile water truck. 

 

Shahzada founder, Halifax Hayes 
Photo by Peter Orr 

 

DOGS 
Dogs are not permitted in the vetting area 
or National Parks.  Dogs are not completely 
banned from the Shahzada, but we would 
prefer that dogs be kennelled elsewhere 
during the Shahzada.   
Please note that National Parks are using 
1080 poison in the area for foxes and wild 
dogs. 

 

 
    Sketch by Colin Rutherford 

CAMPSITE ETIQUETTE 
Please ensure that you give top priority to any rider/strapper who is strapping a horse or on the way to 

strapping a horse after return from any leg of Shahzada.  This period of time can be critical to keeping a 
horse in the test.  Any case of anyone hindering strapping or presentation to the vetting process will be 
dealt with very seriously. 

Radios & music can be distressing to other campers & competitors.  Please ensure that your own 
entertainment does not distress others around you, especially during strapping or when others are trying 
to sleep.  If you need your music, please bring headphones. 

Please remember that there are virtually NO powered sites at Shahzada; there are a few sites where very 
limited power can be made available for people with medical conditions, etc, for lights, electric 
blankets, respirators etc. 

You may bring a generator, but any generator used must be a super quiet model and used in specially 
designated areas on the fringes of the camp.  Please seek a special camp site allocation from the camp 
site co-ordinator, Sue Todd, if you bring a generator. 

As a courtesy to your neighbouring campers, we request that generators be turned off by 9 pm. 
If you bring a battery for lights, bring a battery charger as well.  Power points will be available to charge 

batteries during the day, see Ross Mudie. 
Any dogs must be kept on a leash at all times and must not be constantly barking, especially at night. 
Please avoid loud parties and/or domestics in camp, because the top performance required to achieve a 

coveted Shahzada buckle needs adequate rest for all concerned. 
 

HORSES TRAVELLING ON ROADS 
All normal road rules must be observed in all cases, please remember that you don’t own the road! 
Always stay on the left hand side of the road and do not ride side by side across the road width. 
Please extend the courtesy of the road to all other road users at all times. 
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HANDY HINTS 
The handy hints page may help you to complete Shahzada with ideas to survive the conditions. 

Before the Ride: 
Read the whole of this book before you start in the 

Shahzada.  It contains important information to 
help you to successfully complete the ride and 
the trivia quiz  

Take this book with you to Shahzada, you will need 
it there for the maps at least 

Train your horse to trot out on a loose rein before 
you come to St Albans 

Fill up your vehicle with petrol or diesel at the Shell 
Wisemans Ferry (the last fuel), on the way in to 
St Albans.  The last portagas filling point is also 
the Shell at Wisemans Ferry 

If you bring a dog, you can not allow it into the 
vetting area or in the National Parks.  It would 
be preferred if your dog could be kennelled 
outside the St Albans area.  1080 poison has 
been laid in the area  

There are very few sites where power is available.  
Bring a small super quiet generator for power.  
Camps with generators will be located well away 
from the general camp because of noise.  There 
is a curfew on generator hours; battery powered 
lights are preferred.  Power available for battery 
charger use during daylight hours  

Don’t leave it to the last minute to arrive in St 
Albans.  Arrival on Friday at the latest is a lot 
less stress on everyone than Saturday 

Put name tags on all clothing, helmets, torches etc, 
which may be discarded at check points to 
enhance your chances of getting your own 
equipment and clothing back  

Things to bring which you may not think of: 
Medications for greasy heel 
A change of saddle should your horse develop a 

back problem 
Sheep skin girth covers  
A large sponge on a string for river crossings 
Easiboots 
Brushing boots for mountain descents 
Plenty of fresh drinking water for the people in your 

camp 
Fur lined thongs, (it can be very cold over night) 
A material handling barrow (fridge moving trolley) 

and a suitable sized plastic barrel for moving 
water from the taps to camp 

 
A water proof torch, spare batteries and globes for 

use in the showers and portaloos at night 
A FM 88 to 108 MHz portable radio to hear the 
public address announcements in your camp. 
After you arrive and before the start: 
Trot your horse out pre-vetting to ensure soundness 

after travel 
Practice the trot out on a loose rein in the vetting 

area pre-ride 
During the ride:  
Make sure that you go past the video camera at the 

TimeKeeper going out and in on each leg 
Make sure that your horse is correctly shod before 

starting in the ride & throughout the ride 
Dry under your horse's "armpits" when strapping.  

This area is prone to rash and may cause 
lameness 

Riders must always wear the correct ride number on 
their front and back on the course in such a way 
that the number is not obstructed, outside coats 
etc  

Who ever is leading the horse in the vetting area 
must always wear the ride number 

Riders must always call the correct number at the 
radio check points and ensure that the radio 
operator has correctly recorded their number 
before leaving the radio check point 

If you are unhappy with a veterinary decision, be 
prepared to lodge your appeal with the Head Vet 
or Chief Steward before you leave the vetting 
area.  Don't be put off by anyone saying "don't 
bother to appeal" if you disagree with a decision; 
talk calmly to the Chief Steward about it 

Check the computer printouts each evening, make 
sure that the correct information is entered and 
advise Ross at the computer site shed if there is a 
problem with the information 

No dogs in the vetting area, not even on a leash and 
no push bikes.  Keep all dogs on a leash at all 
times 
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Shahzada Perpetual Trophy 
The Shahzada Perpetual Trophy for the Best Managed and Conditioned horse 
is presented by Sharyn and Rex Cox.   
This prestigious award is judged by the Veterinary team and all horses that 
successfully complete the 400km, 5 day Shahzada are included in the 
deliberation.  Factors such as fastest time, completion of extra 100km (500km 
entries) are not considered to be criteria for this award. 
This award recognizes the horses and the work of the rider and strapping 
team.  This achievement may require years of preparation and an ever 
vigilant awareness by the rider and horse and the horse management while 
covering a gruelling 400 Km course over 5 days.  The award will only be 
available to Lightweight, Middleweight and Heavy-weight entrants.  It will 
not be available to Junior entrants.  
The award applauds the fundamental Shahzada principle of  

“To finish is to win”. 
The large cup is the Perpetual Trophy which the winner holds for 12 months.  
The small “replica”cup is retained by the winner of the award. 

 
 
 

 

 

Head Chief Steward’s Welcome 
Once again, a very warm welcome to the 30th Shahzada.  Due to the fact Neil is riding this year, I have 
been resurected, brought down from the shelf and dusted off to be your Chief Steward to this 
wonderful, wonderful, unique event.  I will be ably supported by the very experienced Tom Perkins 
Snr. and Gary Tweedie and a fine experienced veterinarian team. 

Serial Shahzada riders have come to know that the tradition of Shahzada, being a marathon ride, means, 
the veterinarians, fellow riders and all involved in Shahzada are on your side and want you to succeed. 
Please do not hesitate to discuss any problems you may have, we are there to help.  

This is the first time in 30 years that we have not had Halifax Hayes involved in some way, Halifax was 
the founder and inspiration of Shahzada.  However, we are fortunate to have Maddie (Hal's daughter) 
riding the event, we all wish her and all participants well.  

Long live Shahzada "The ride of your life".   Graeme Gilbertson  
 


������������
�����  to the residents of the village of St Albans, the Macdonald Valley and 
surrounding area for your involvement in helping the Shahzada to be held.  The local residents 
provide camp sites in St Albans, access for trails, staff the hotel, tea house and provide numerous 
“behind the scenes” services which together make this unique event possible. Once again a special, 
big Thank You to the village and Macdonald Valley residents  
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Dixon Smith will be at the Shahzada this year with a range of World Class Endurance Tack and 
Equestrian Clothing.  Dixon Smith will also be selling the special Shahzada clothing. 
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400km ride Map, Monday 23/8/2010, Markers are RED 
Monday, Leg 1 - 52 km 

 

Turn right out of Bulga St into Wollombi Road for 12 km.  (There is a grid at the entry to 
the Common.)  Turn right up Johnny’s Hill and follow the Transmission Rd until the 
Blue Hill.  Down Blue Hill and along Wrights Creek Rd using the bypass gates at the 
grids. Turn right into Settlers Rd and follow Settler’s Rd for 8 km into St Albans.  Don’t 
forget to go past the front of the Settlers Arms to enter the time keeper in Bulga St via 
Wollombi Road. 

 
 

300 
 

200 
 

100 
 

0 
Height 

Monday, Leg 2 - 35 km 

 

Turn right out of Bulga St into Wollombi Road for 4 km to Joe’s Crossing.  Turn left 
across Joe’s Crossing, then right into the Branch Rd (Upper Macdonald Rd).  Turn left into 
McKechnie’s, up the big hill and left into the Woomerah Path.  Left into Jack’s track, 
down the big hill and left into the Branch Road.  Turn right into Joe’s Crossing then right 
into Wollombi Rd for the 4 km back to St Albans.  Turn left into Bulga St for the time 
keeper.  

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course. 
When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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400km Ride Map, Tuesday 24/8/2010, Markers are BLACK or WHITE. 
Tuesday, Leg 1 - 47 km 

 

Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the Settlers Arms.  
Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle Wombat.  Use the bypass gate then 
along the Settlers Rd for 12 km to Shepherd’s Gully.  Turn left up Shepherd’s Gully to the 
Great North Rd, left to the 8 mile turn off.  Turn left into the 8 mile track, through the 
Meadows and left into Wright’s Creek Rd.  Turn right into Settler’s Rd for 8 km back to 
St Albans.  Don’t forget to go past the front of the Settlers Arms to enter the time keeper in 
Bulga St via Wollombi Rd. 
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Tuesday, Leg 2 - 33km 

 

Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the Settlers 
Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle Wombat.  Use the 
bypass gate then along the Settler’s Rd for just over 8 km until Mary O’Toole’s 
driveway about 100 metres past the Wrights Creek bridge, turn left then up CareFlight 
hill.  Turn right into the Great North Rd then right down Shepherd’s Gully and right 
into Settler’s Rd and return 12 km to St Albans on Settlers Rd.  Don’t forget to go past 
the front of the Settlers Arms to enter the time keeper in Bulga St via Wollombi Rd. 

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course. 
When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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400km Map, Wednesday 25/8/2010, Markers are BLUE 
Wednesday, Leg 1 - 49 km 

 

Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of 
the Settlers Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the 
Fickle Wombat.  Use the bypass gate then along the Settlers Rd for 4 
km and right into the Word Of Life crossing.  Left into St Albans Rd for 
2 km (sealed, no verges) then right up Boyd’s hill to the Woomerah 
path.  Turn right and along Woomerah path and turn right down the big 
hill in McKechnies to the Branch Rd.  Turn left into the Branch Rd and 
right after Clarie’s bridge, over Prestons and right into Wollombi Rd to 
return 10 km to St Albans and left into Bulga St to the time keeper. 
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Wednesday, Leg 2 - 28 km Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the 
Settlers Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle 
Wombat.  Use the bypass gate, then along the Settlers Rd for 8 km and turn 
left into Wrights Creek Rd.  Up Blue Hill and right into the Transmission Rd, 
left to Short Wellums.  Right on Settler’s Rd for 2 km and return to St Albans.  
Don’t forget to go past the front of the Settlers Arms to enter the time keeper 
in Bulga St via Wollombi Rd. 

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course, 
especially Boyds, McKechnies and Prestons. 

When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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400km Ride Map,Thursday 26/8/2010, Markers are GREEN 
Thursday, Leg 1- 50 km 

 

Starting at the time keeper, left into Wollombi Rd and past the front of the Settlers 
Arms.  Left into Wharf St and right into Bulga St past the Fickle Wombat.  Use the 
bypass gate then along the Settlers Rd for 8 km and turn left into Wrights Creek Rd.  
Up Blue Hill and right into the Transmission Rd until turning left into Brown’s Rd.  
Go down the Steps, then left for 5.5 km down Wollombi Rd and left into Bulga St. 
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Thursday, Leg 2 - 30km 

 

Turn right out of Bulga St into Wollombi Road for 4 km to Joe’s Crossing.  Turn left 
across Joe’s Crossing, then left into the Branch Rd and right up Jack’s track.  Turn left 
into the Woomerah path then left down Boyd’s and left into St Albans Rd for 2 km 
(sealed no verges) then right across Word Of Life crossing.  Left into Settler’s Rd for 
4 km and return to St Albans.  Don’t forget to go past the front of the Settlers Arms to 
enter the time keeper in Bulga St via Wollombi Rd. 

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course, 
especially The Steps. 

When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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400km ride Map, Friday 27/8/2010, Markers are GOLD 
Friday, Leg 1 - 46km 

 

Turn right out of Bulga St into Wollombi Road for 4 km to Joe’s Crossing.  Turn left 
across Joe’s Crossing, then left into the Branch Rd and right up Jack’s track.  Turn 
left into the Woomerah path until the turn around near Boyd’s Track.  Back along the 
Woomerah Path and right down the big hill in McKechnie’s, right into the Branch Rd 
and left into Joe’s crossing.  Turn right into Wollombi Rd for 4 km and left into 
Bulga St for the time keeper. 
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Friday, Leg 2 - 30 km 

 

Turn right out of Bulga St into Wollombi Road for 5.5 km and right at the old quarry, up the 
Steps and along Brown’s Rd, left into the Transmission Rd, left in to Wollombi Rd for 12 
km to St Albans, left into Bulga St for the time keeper. 

Riders must allow spacing of several horse lengths on steep or narrow sections of the course, 
especially The Steps. 

When a gate on the course is closed, always close it after going through.
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SERVICES AND CONTACTS 
Shahzada Phone 02 4568 2173  At St Albans, during the Shahzada. 
EMERGENCIES Contact Ride Office initially or call   000. 
POLICE Wisemans Ferry  02 4566 4302  

Non-emergency  13 1444 
AMBULANCE Emergencies - 000,   Routine - 13 1233 
FIRST AID Carol White 
DOCTOR Glenorie District Medical Centre, 920b Old Northern Rd, Glenorie 02 9652 1663 
HOSPITAL Windsor         02 4560 5555    (Hawkesbury District Health Service) 

Hornsby         02 9477 9123    (Hornsby Hospital, Palmerston Rd, Hornsby ) 
Penrith – Nepean      02 4734 2000    (Great Western Hwy, Kingswood) 

FARRIER Darryl Davis 0407 459 994 
ICE Wisemans Ferry.  
BOTTLED GAS Peter Bice, Wisemans Ferry Post Office.   02 4566 4273, see page 16 
FUEL Unleaded and diesel- Shell Wisemans Ferry Garage, 7am to 7pm.   02 4566 4635 
GROCERIES Supermarket in Wisemans Ferry, 02 4566 4520 see page 16.   

Also Shell Service station in Wisemans Ferry 
MILK & BREAD 
etc 

Fickle Wombat - Please place orders for bread, milk, eggs by 12 noon daily, to 
ensure adequate supplies for the following day.   02 4568 2078 

FOOD & 
RESTAURANTS 
see pages 16 & 17 

Settlers Arms Inn- lunch 12-3pm daily & dinner 6 to 9pm Fri to Sun. - 
02 4568 2111 
Fickle Wombat Restaurant - Breakfast, lunch & dinner, 8am to late. - 
02 4568 2078 
Jubarah's Wellums Lake - Dinner week nights for prearranged groups, bookings 
essential, Lunch Saturday and Sunday, please phone to book -  02 4568 2027.  

VET SUPPLIES  see Head Vet. 
Veterinary Clinic Glenorie Veterinary Clinic 1589 Old Northern Rd Glenorie 02 9652 1338 
HORSE FEED Order at the Computer site shed for delivery, see page 23. 
Showers - In new portable block behind the TPR area. (Water pumped from river). 

 (Showers are not available at Settlers Arms unless staying in rooms.) 
Water   - Tap at  public toilet block, a tank near the tennis courts and other tanks or taps around the 

town.  These are all bore or river water.  All local water used for drinking should be boiled 
or preferably brought in from outside.  (Water not available at Settlers Arms).  

Garbage- Please use bins provided or old feed bags.  Please tie off the filled bags and place them in 
the skips which will be available from 1 pm Tuesday.   Please burn rubbish that can be 
safely burnt (not bottles or cans) and keep the whole camp tidy. 

Phone   - Public phone box available opposite Settlers Arms.  See page 12 for detail. 
Fax     - Available at computer site shed.  See page 12 for detail. 

 
 

 

What do you do after the 

“Ride of Your Life”?  
  

You enjoy the Party of your Life, of course !! 
From 8pm to midnight there will be a disco, with BK the DJ. 

it is always a great night of song and dance. 
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