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Shahzada 400 Inc. 

The Team:   

Chairman / Co-Ordinator / Public Officer Neil Clarkson        neilclarkson@bigpond.com 0427 258 291 
Vice Chairman, Treasurer / Maintenance Peter McKechnie   tiptopsmash@bigpond.com 02 9956 8887 
Pre-ride Secretary, Camp Site recording, Organiser Sue Todd             suetodd@activ8.net.au 02 6379 7218 
Ride Operations Co-ordinator Gail Fisher  
Ride Secretary on site at St Albans Judy Shore  02 9652 1393 
Ride Base Co-Ordinators Peter McKechnie, Haydn Fisher   02 9956 8887 
Vet Liaison Kym Hagon                                          kymhagon@hotmail.com  
Head Vet Anthony Bennett                        anthonyvet2004@yahoo.com.au   
Head Chief Steward Graeme Gilbertson   02 4566 4442 
Assistant Chief Stewards  Gary Tweedie and Tom Perkins  
Track Maintenance & Marking Co-ordinator Brad Jones     wendyjones11@optusnet.com.au 02 4982 1758 
Camp Site Placements Sue Todd, Peter McKechnie & Neil Clarkson  
Promotions & Publicity Jo Arblaster, Sue Todd                  02 4575 4097 02 6379 7218 
Co-ordinator of Volunteers Sue Todd pre ride then Sandi Brown 02 6379 7218 
Merchandising Co-ordinators Allix Jones and Brooke Warner  
Merchandising Sales Carole,  Dixon Smith Equestrian 02 6684 0403 
Ride Recorder, Public Address, Editor for Year Books Ross Mudie     rossmudie@alwaysonline.net.au 02 9456 6301 

 

The Vets: Dr Anthony Bennett (Head Vet), Dr Monika Baffy, Dr Luke Annetts, Dr Rochelle Joyce. 
The rest of the team are acknowledged on pages 56-57 
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A special thank you. 
To the residents of the Macdonald valley and surrounding area for your involvement in helping the 
Shahzada to be held.  The local residents provided access to trails, staffed the hotel, tea house and a lot 
of other valley people provide numerous “behind the scenes” services which together made this unique 
event possible. 
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The Settlers Arms Inn 
The historic sandstone 1836 St Albans Inn serves lunch daily from 12 noon to 3 30pm 

and dinner on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings.   
Dinner in the dining rooms near the open log fire is from 6pm to 9.30pm. 

The fully licensed hotel bar service is available from 11am to 10pm Sunday to Thursday 
and 11am to midnight on Friday and Saturday. 

Comfortable accommodation is available in the Garden rooms. 
For more information including photographs:   www.settlersarms.com.au  

Bookings via email form on web site. 
Phone (02) 4568 2111  

 

 the Fickle Wombat Restaurant  

 
 

The Fickle Wombat is open on Saturdays and Sundays 
(closed week days in non-Shahzada times, except for bus tours and special events, etc). 

Saturdays 10am to late, Sundays 11am to 4pm. 
Morning Teas, Lunches, Afternoon Teas, Dinner (Saturday nights), Milk, Bread, 
Film, Tourist Information and Macdonald Valley Souvenirs. 

The Fickle Wombat barn is available for rent outside the Shahzada period. 
 It sleeps a maximum of four people, has toilet, hot shower, electric kettle, toaster, 

fridge, DVD, microwave, fan and air conditioner.  
Cost $95.00 (inc GST) per night 

02 4568 2078 Available for Functions by special arrangement 
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PRICE MORRIS COTTAGE   B. &. B 
 

 Situated 500 metres  from the Shahzada vetting area across the Macdonald River 
 

Minimum one night stay   Smoke-free house 
Check in after 2pm (earlier by arrangement) No pets allowed 
Check out midday (later by arrangement) Prices quoted in $A. GST included 
Self-cater – Continental breakfast supplied Tariffs subject to change without notice 
Fully equipped shared kitchen & BBQ  Linen supplied. 

 

Tariffs:  SHAHZADA ‘SPECIAL’ RATES :  Any night/couple/room…...…….$160 
 Whole house group booking:  4 bedrooms (8 people) 1 night.………….$600 
 

Email:  bookings@pricemorris.com.au                                                         Joyce & Doug Stepto 
Web site with more detail and photographs:  www.pricemorris.com.au       Price Morris Cottage 
Phone/fax:  (02)4568.2121                 37 Upper Macdonald Road 
                ST. ALBANS. NSW. 2775 

 

Maurie Thomson – Equine & Human Masseur 
Sharen Thomson – Human Masseur 

also level 2 in Reiki 
For all enquires please contact us on 0408-302-673  

Email:       maurieshaz40@hotmail.com 
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HORSE FEED & SUPPLIES 
The official supplier of horse feed to the Shahzada this year was 

Accurso Stock Feeds,  167 Old Northern Rd,  Maroota    NSW    2756 
Contact Phil on 0409 229 346 for your stock feed needs. 

 
 

Darryl Davis – The Dubbo FARRIER 
Hot & Cold Shoeing, Corrective Shoeing 

Phone  (02) 6884 3052 
Mobile 0407 459 994 
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Linley Farm

 
 LUXURY PRIVATE B&B HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
   SELF CONTAINED SLEEP 6, AIR CONDITIONED, HOT BRE AKFAST, 
   TOWELS & LINEN INCLUDED  

HORSE PADDOCKS – FLOATS WELCOME 
 T ��� � 02) 9418 6122 or (02) 4568 2025 
         www.linleyfarm .com.au   
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JUBARAH’S Wellums Lake 
A secret to Share. 

Just 3 km towards the main Wisemans Ferry, from St Albans, on the Settlers Road. 
Serving dinner in a warm and comfortable dining room or on the verandah overlooking the beautiful and very 
peaceful Wellum’s Lake, see ride maps for location details.  

Open Saturday and Sunday for Lunch in addition to Dinner on Saturday evening. 
Mid week group bookings for dinner can be arranged. 

Please phone to book, 02 4568 2027 
Other secrets at Jubarah’s Wellums Lake are the gift / craft shop and 

the very comfortable, self contained, 3 bedroom lakeside cottage. 
For further information contact Janis and Radwan Jubarah on 02 4568 2027. 

 

Manning Valley Equine Massage Therapy 

 

Geoff Cribb 
02 6556 3732 
0407 506 035 

mvequinemassage@bigpond.com 

 
The Next Shahzada 

The date of the next Shahzada will be from Monday 22/8/2011 to Friday 26/8/2011.  Information 
will be available on the web site  www.shahzadaresults.org  (without the .au). 
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Thank you to Faith Robinson for washing and collating the rider number vests used at 
Shahzada for the 400 km Shahzada and the Mini Marathon. 
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Helping you create your perfect 
rugging system with some of the 
strongest and warmest rugs 
available. 
 
Contact details: 
Phone: 02 6355 6229 
Email: edrugs@lisp.com.au 
Web: www.edinburghhorserugs.com 
 

You saw us at Shahzada, 2010. 
 

The Court House 
St Albans 

The unique historic restored sandstone Court House, Police Station and Prisoner’s 
Lockup is recognised by the National Trust and available for overnight, weekly and 
holiday accommodation. 

 

 

The property is an area of 40 acres set on a timbered hillside overlooking the historic 
hamlet of St Albans and the beautiful Macdonald River Valley. 
The court house complex has 4 luxury double bedrooms, open fire, complete country 
kitchen.  
Adjacent homestead has 4 bed rooms with individual ensuite. 
Tariff includes full breakfast, bed and bathroom linen. 
Other meals available at Fickle Wombat Restaurant nearby or Settlers Arms Inn.  Guests 
have unlimited use of all facilities including BBQ and DVD, tennis available nearby.   

Phone/Fax:     (02) 4568 2042 
Email: 
enquiries@courthousestalbans.com.au  
For more information and photos of the 
historic building: 
      www.courthousestalbans.com.au  

Tariffs:  Double Room (2 people) – First night $160,  
second night $140. Improved discount for longer stay 
·  No refunds if reservations are cancelled less than 28 

days before planned arrival.  
·  Bookings not confirmed until deposit received. 
·  Inspection by appointment welcome. 

 
The information presented in this book is believed to be as complete as possible and correct at the time of printing.  
Liability can not be accepted for any errors or omissions. 
Any prices quoted are believed to be correct at the time of printing but may be subject to change without notice. 
Ross Mudie, Editor. 
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The Friday Club 
The Friday Club is for 400km entrants who have completed the whole 400km and then vet out at the very last 
vet check.  Unfortunately Wendy Bootle from Victoria riding Blue Bopp has joined the ranks of the Friday 
club again being vetted out after the completion of the whole 400 km. 

 
The Steve Locke Memorial Award 

This award is a perpetual trophy which was donated by Neil 
Clarkson on behalf of the Locke Family.  The trophy is an 
encouragement award for the last completing junior competitor of 
Shahzada. 

Steve Locke always taught that winning isn’t everything and to 
complete a 400 km Shahzada is an achievement in itself. 

“To Complete is to Win” 

The perpetual trophy was not returned in time for the presentation 
at St Albans at the end of 2010 Shahzada, so it will be presented at 
a later time. 

The Steve Locke memorial award will be presented to 

Mia Bodewes who was riding Booramby Jacob. 

Well done  Mia 
Photo by Jo Arblaster 

 
above   Mia Bodewes riding Booramby Jacob 

NewsCom (Queensland) 
Encouragement Award 

Anne and Steve Barlow arranged an 
encouragement award for “first time 
horse / first time riders” in this year’s 
Shahzada.   
This year it was decided to present the 
NewsCom Queensland encouragement 
award to entrant number 97, Rachel 
Kuns from Cedar Creek, Queensland 
riding Kelkette Park Finesse, a 15 
year old arab mare. 

Photo by Jo Arblaster 

 

Thank you WICEN, your contribution is invaluable 
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LPG Gas Refills at Wisemans Ferry and St Albans. 
Peter Bice (Wisemans Ferry Post Master, the local Gas man who has 4 completions from 5 tries at 
Shahzada) provided portagas refills at St Albans on Tuesday and Thursday during Shahzada.  If LPG refills 
are required at Wisemans Ferry or St Albans, in or out of Shahzada time, contact Peter at the Post Office on 
02 4566 4273. 
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Time Keepers, Shahzada 2010, from Helen Thompson. 
Why did we offer to sit in the timekeeper’s tent for 5 days?  Probably just to help out.  Comments from the 
riders summed it up pretty well – “You can’t beat the scenery”.  Even though we weren’t up in the hills 
watching the sun break over the misty valleys we reckoned we had a “tent with a view”.   

In between handing out time slips, we amused ourselves with various statistical sets – using Ross’s 
smorgasbord of ride figures.  I leave Shahzada a wiser person, having been corrected by Alan, that you can’t 
take the average of an average, (following discussion on daily pulse rates). 

The attitude of riders coming in typified the friendly nature of Shahzada.  The enthusiasm of one training rider 
had her nearly doing the trot out saddled before stopping for the time slip.  Overall the riders were a pleasure 
to deliver the time slips to.  Ross’s system was terrific and Judy picked up any errors we sent through – their 
experience and help was greatly appreciated. 

We ate monte-carlos, watched the trot outs, missed the southern snow storms and enjoyed helping with this 
wonderful ride. 

Memoriable moments: 
e. Rider – “are we the only married couple riding?” 

 Time keepers – “Hope you’re still together on Friday.” 
 Rider – Looking back at scales – “No way?” 
 

e. Rider day 1 – Discovers that his Rolex has lost 2 minutes compared to Ross’s time. 
 Rider day 2 – Discovers that his Rolex has lost 7 minutes. 
 Rider           – Discovers his Rolex ain’t a Rolex. 
    Time Keepers  – Confirms you never argue with Ross’s system. (Ross checks the clock time setting every morning). 
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From the Ride Secretary’s Tent, Judy Shore 
Up at 5.30 
Office at 6.30 
Back at 5.30 
All went smoothly.  Had some excellent runners and people to talk to. 
A very enjoyable week – a bit cold – but interesting. 
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MAIN EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY 
All the photos from Shahzada 2010 are now available on our web site:  www.maineventphotography.com.au  
or use the link from the www.shahzadaresults.org  web site. 

A selection of the photos are also on the horsedeals web site gallery page.  There is also a link on the Main 
Event web site to Horsedeals web site gallery. 

Peter & Judy Orr.   02 6020 3272    Mobile: 0407 232 625    
Email:  peter@maineventphotography.com.au  

 

 

 
 

The link to Kieron’s web site is: 
 

http://kieronpower.com/  
 

e-mail:  kieronpower@bordernet.com.au 
 

There are lots of photos from 2010 Shahzada and there are 
more to go up as time permits. 

 
CDs with photos and short DVDs of riders available 

 

SHAHZADA PHOTOGRAPHS. 
animalfocus.com.au is Jo Arblaster who 
photographs animals - horses, dogs, cats and 
other pets and their people.  Jo is an 
endurance rider and journalist, check out 
Jo’s web site: 

www. animalfocus.com.au  

At left, 
Jo Arblaster riding Chojen in 
the Mini Marathon 
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Contributors to this book 
Editor  Ross Mudie 
Contributors Robert McKenzie, Diane McKenzie, Ross Mudie, Col Hodgson, Kym Hagon, Judy 

Shore, Rachel Kuns, Jennifer Gilbertson, Jo Arblaster, Sue Todd, Barry McNeil, Peter 
Orr, Anthony Bennett, Neil Clarkson, Melanie Scott, Gail Fisher 

Proof Readers and Checkers Sue Todd, Sue Mudie, Neil Clarkson, Peter McKechnie. 
Printing  Neil Clarkson, Kwik Kopy Liverpool 
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There were 33 successful horses in the 400km Shahzada from 79 that started. 

 
Head Chief Steward’s Report for 30th Shahzada from Graeme Gilbertson. 
First of all I would like to thank my assistants Tom Perkins Snr, Gary Tweedie and Melanie Scott for their 
dedicated support.   
We started the ride with 79 entrants in the 400 km ride and 76 entrants in the Mini-Marathon. 
Our job as Chief Stewards was made easier by the fact that during the week we had 15 TPR’s who coped 
with this number of horses very efficiently. 
The vetting team comprising Head Vet Anthony Bennett, Luke Annetts and Monika Baffy, assisted through 
the week by Rochelle Joyce, did an excellent feat processing the horses presented to them.  
I wish to commend all the riders and strappers who presented their horses for vetting for their courtesy and 
respect to all the officials. 
We had only one major bottleneck during the ride and everyone remained cool, calm and collected which 
made our jop so much easier. 
I would also like to thank the Wicen people who kept me informed of the riders’ progress and any problem 
that had arisen during the ride. 
All in all, the 30th Shahzada in regard to the TPRing and Vetting, was a huge success.  
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Pre-Ride Books for 2010 Shahzada 
Anyone who missed out on getting the pre-ride book for 2010 Shahzada or a copy of the records book, 1981 to 2009, 
can download a pdf copy from the Information area on the web site www.shahzadaresults.org .  A small number of 
printed book sets are also available at $10 posted (for non-entrants).  Contact Ross Mudie 02 9456 6301. 
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D-Lua Park Saddle Cloths 
Check out our Pure Wool Saddle Cloths 

Supporting competitors in Shahzada 
Donating DynaMint Equine Muscle Rub 
for aching muscles of Humans and Equines. 

** New Business**   “ KOFFEE 2 GO”   
ESPRESSO CAPUCCINO, FLAT WHITE, BLACK even HOT CHOCOLATE 

Nibble on BYRON BAY COOKIES – YUMMY!! 
We were there with Coffee & Cookies at Shahzada!!!!! 

D’Lua Park:     phone 07 5464 4222 
Website:      www.d-luapark.com.au 

 

Incorporation. 
Shahzada 400 Inc - Incorporation # INC9885070, is incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act.  The 
Public officer of the incorporation is Neil Clarkson.  
The model rules can be found at http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/documents/business/associations/modrules.rtf 

 
Opinions expressed herein may not necessarily be those of the Shahzada committee. 
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The Best Managed and Conditioned Horse Award. 
The Line Up: 
The following horses were presented for judging of the “400 km Best Managed and Conditioned Horse” on 
Saturday 28/8/2010,  at the conclusion of the 30th 400km Shahzada Endurance Test. 

Entrant Number Horse Name Rider Locality 
81 Sasam Marion Lengronne Anstead   Qld 
11 Shakista Sue Todd Glen Davis   NSW 
54 Shellal Cattle King Flyte Allix Jones Bobs Farm   NSW 
56 Diamond R Boston Kym Hagon Manilla    NSW 
65 Garonne Park Tiara Anne Lymbery Big Springs   NSW 
23 Razorback Hot Pepper Tracy Haack Cowan   NSW 

The Best Managed and Conditioned line up 

 
The sashes for the Best Managed line up were presented by Peter McKechnie                         photo by Col Hodgson 

 

The prestigious 400 km Best Managed and Conditioned Horse award has been presented to: 

Sue Todd on Shakista. 
As all of you who know Sue will know, she is a wonderful personality and a very diligent contributor to the sport of 
endurance riding.  This made it even more rewarding to be able to comprehensively select her as this year’s recipient 
of the best managed and best conditioned horse.  When Monika, Luke and myself were going through the ride books 
on Friday night we had several horses in mind for the prize, one of which was Shakista.  When we examined Shakista’s 
book we were all stunned to find that there was not a single “B” in the book for the entire ride.  On reflection we 
wondered if we had all been too generous, however we soon realised that this horse had simply remained at the same 
excellent level throughout the ride.  The vet team would like to take this opportunity to again congratulate Sue and 
Shakista on an amazing Shahzada and hope to see them both back next year. 
Anthony Bennett, Head Vet Shazada 2010 

 

BEST MANAGED AND BEST CONDITIONED HORSES 
Year Rider Name Class Horse Name Total Time 
1981  Patsie Sinfield O Juanita (Mule)  39:23 
1982  Sue May O Nulliga  32:11 
1983  Warwick Sinfield O Juanita (Mule)  29:08 
1984  Patsie Sinfield  O Juanita (Mule)  35:37 
1985  Alan MacKinder HW Arabian Park Amierr  26:57 
1986  Paul Grieves HW Gilgelad 36:14 
1987  Alan Lindsay O Kintamani Fosta 30:56 

Continued on page 33 
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The Best Managed and Conditioned Horse Award. 

 
The Best Managed and Conditioned Horse Award was presented to Shakista, ridden by Sue Todd. 

The rug for the 400 km Best Managed and Conditioned horse has been donated by Peter and Lyn McKechnie. 
The perpetual and replica gold cups have been donated by Sharyn and Rex Cox.            Photo by Ross Mudie 

 
Continued from page 32 

BEST MANAGED AND BEST CONDITIONED HORSES 
Year Rider Name Class Horse Name Total Time 
1988  Allan Caslick O Richard  37:17 
1989  Christine Froebel O Mulawa True Grit 28:06 
 Matthew Walker  HW Parlour Mountain Petra  28:49 
1990  Sue May O White Faced Tom (Vanay Park Ambassador) 35:51 
1991  Ron Malone H Sarchedon  29:04 
1992  Robin van der Wegen O Callyvah Sailor  38:30 
1993  John Thielen M Cedardell-Simon  32:48 
1994  Alan MacKinder H Vanay Park Ambassador  36:47 
1995 Paul Grieves H Gilgelad 49.35 
1996 Otto Van Kampen M Melfi 29.45 
1997 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.18 
1998 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.58 
1999 Jennifer Gilbertson M Ralvon Reflex 28.31 
2000 Liz McAuley L Binda 31.47 
2001 April Bonham M Abrock Gemma 29.17 
2002 Rex Cox H Jasmine Minstrel 30.28 
2003 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 31.56 
2004 Mark Harvey M Judstan Sharwayn 35.25 
2005 Laurie Stevens H Deravozra 44.54 
2006 Gavin Groth H Everon Park Krystl 49.04 
2008 Melanie Anderson L Ausden Kon Tiki 41.04 
2009 Garry Bennett M Karabil Yaningi 38.40 
2010 Sue Todd L Shakista 39.36 
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Halifax Hayes Fit and Well Award. 
 As most of you already know, Halifax Hayes has passed away and so for the first time ever in the history of 
the ride, Shahzada will have to go on without him! 

In honour of the memory of the Shahzada founder, his wife Jill and daughter, Maddie, have decided to 
create a prize.  As mentioned in her Pre-ride preamble, Jill reminded us that whenever Halifax was asked how he 
was, he would reply “fit and well”.  The Halifax Hayes “fit and well” award will be awarded to the rider and horse 
that have performed extremely well in the face of adversity.  The ride may not have been completed perfectly 
however it will have been completed and the rider will probably have overcome a seemingly insurmountable 
hurdle.  The award is ultimately decided and awarded by Jill and Maddie in consultation with the Veterinary 
panel.  
  The inaugural Fit and Well award for 2010 was presented to Neil Clarkson on “Espirit Sherwood”.  As you 
know, Neil has dedicated enormous time and effort to running Shahzada over many years, most recently as a 
Chief Steward.  Neil decided at the end of the 2009 ride that he would compete as a rider in the 2010 Shahzada.  
Neil successfully completed the 400km in 45 hours and 4 minutes, placing him 18th overall.  While not facing any 
particularly adverse events during the ride, or at least problems that he told the vet panel, Neil did a lot of work to 
improve his fitness and still found the ride physically very taxing.  
 It is appropriate that a person who has given so much to Shahzada be recognised with the Halifax Hayes 
“Fit and Well” award.  It is also befitting that the award, in honour of a famous chief steward, go to another great 
chief steward.  Well done Neil and we hope to see you back next year as either a rider or steward. 
 

 
 Halifax Hayes Fit &Well Award, donated by Jill & Ma ddie Hayes, presented to Neil Clarkson. 

photo by Ross Mudie 

 
 

PREVIOUS SHAHZADA STATISTICS 
The Shahzada Memorial Endurance Test has been held annually in St Albans since 1981. There 
have been 2305 entries, comprising 854 different riders (26 new riders this year) and 1297 different 
horses (49 new horses this year).  A total of 1149 successful completions by 672 of the horses gives 
an overall 58% successful completion rate for this unique 400 km event.   
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Fastest Time in 2010 Shahzada. 
Entrant number 81, Marion Lengronne from Anstead 
in Queensland, riding Sasam, rode the fastest time for 
the 2010 Shahzada in 32 hours and 19 minutes. 
Photo by Keiron Power 

 
 

  
photo - Ross Mudie 

At the dog races on Thursday afternoon of Shahzada, the usual mayhem 
presided, aided and abetted by head vet Anthony Bennett, a true dog race 
caller. 
This small dog ran to the middle of the course and just stood there looking 
each way and wagging his tail. 

In Year Order  FASTEST TIMES   In Riding Time Order 
Year Rider Name Class Horse Name Total 

Time 
 Total 

Time 
Rider Name Year 

1981 Darren Slattery O Conradclo  29:30  25.18 Robert Ward 1997 
1982 Darren Slattery O Dunwingeri Djharda   30:46  25.58 Robert Ward 1998 
1983 Paul Chandler O Cyclone   26:44  26:01 Campbell Wood 1986  
1984 Paul Chandler O Cyclone   28:35  26:40 Allan Caslick 1991  
1985 Paul Chandler O Cyclone 26:57  26:42 Mark Freeman 1987  

 Alan MacKinder HW Arabian Park Amierr   26:44 Paul Chandler 1983  
1986 Campbell Wood O Andarra Shareef   26:01  26.47 Stuart Hitchcock 2001 
1987 Mark Freeman O Cedar Ridge Rob Roy  26:42  26:57 Paul Chandler 1985  
1988 Bill McMillan O Merridown Tasha  29:28   Alan MacKinder  
1989 June Petersen O Abbeline Lady Rebecca  27:22  27:22 June Petersen 1989  
1990 Alan Lindsay O Kintamani Fosta  31:22  27.32 Robert Ward 1996 
1991 Allan Caslick O Richard  26:40  28.31 Jennifer Gilbertson 1999 
1992 Mark Freeman O Cedar Ridge Rob Roy  29:33  28:35 Paul Chandler 1984  
1993 Geoff Hurt M Kejome Komet  28:53  28:53 Geoff Hurt 1993  
1994 Helen Lindsay M Kintamani Fosta  32:20  29:28 Bill McMillan 1988  
1995 Anne Jones L Kim Dande Tara 35.09  29:30 Darren Slattery 1981  

 Len Law  H Pilgrim Star   29:33 Mark Freeman 1992  
1996 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 27.32  30.01 Philip (Jock) Haworth 2000 
1997 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.18  30.28 Rex Cox 2002 
1998 Robert Ward H Hawkesbury Impala 25.58  30:46 Darren Slattery 1982  
1999 Jennifer Gilbertson M Ralvon Reflex 28.31  31:22 Alan Lindsay 1990  
2000 Philip (Jock) Haworth M Sawaan Rose 30.01  31.44 Brad Dillon 2006 
2001 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 26.47  31.56 Stuart Hitchcock 2003 
2002 Rex Cox H Jasmine Minstrel 30.28  32.19 Marion Lengronne 2010 
2003 Stuart Hitchcock M Flash-Lite 31.56  32:20 Helen Lindsay 1994  
2004 Melanie Finch L Jasmine Minstrel 34.27  34.27 Melanie Finch 2004 
2005 Dianne Luker L El Jannah Rafiq 35.28  35.00 Ken Bradley 2008 
2006 Brad Dillon M Evonglen Holmgaard 31.44  35.09 Anne Jones 1995 
2008 Ken Bradley H Phoenix Park Epona 35.00   Len Law   
2009 Courtney Freeman L Cedar Ridge Magnetic 36.34  35.28 Dianne Luker 2005 
2010 Marion Lengronne M Sasam 32.19  36.34 Courtney Freeman 2009 
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2010 AWARDS, 400 km Shahzada 
The following awards were presented during the Shahzada final presentation on Saturday 28/8/10. 

 

AWARD Arranged / Donated by Presented to 
Best Managed Horse Rug Lyn and Peter McKechnie Sue Todd 
Best Managed Trophy Sharyn and Rex Cox Sue Todd 
Youngest successful Rider Allison and Michael Knihinicki Mia Bodewes 
Oldest successful Rider Allison and Michael Knihinicki Alwyn Torenbeek 
Last Rider home Allison and Michael Knihinicki Ali McGrath 
Rider furthest travelled Allison and Michael Knihinicki Alwyn Torenbeek 
Steve Locke Memorial Award Neil Clarkson Mia Bodewes 
NewsCom Encouragement Award Steve and Anne Barlow Rachel Kuns 
First Stallion to Finish Suncrest Arabians Linda Jonkers 
Main Event Photography Award Peter Orr Maureen Feltham  

Martin Gregson 
Halifax Hayes Fit and Well Award Jill and Maddie Hayes Neil Clarkson 
Mohair Girth Cinches Down Under Jason Duff 
 

 
The Team Competition (400 km) 

 

The winning team was: Barhagetcham 

 
400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 

Mature & Tasty Cheddar 54 Allix Jones Flyte 
 6 Neil Clarkson Espirit Sherwood 
 11 Sue Todd Shakista 
 79 Melanie Anderson Ausden Kon Tiki 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Magical Mystery Tour  19 Victoria Bonham Bridle Track Bogart 
 100 Deanna Trevena Warr of the Roses 
 7 Belinda Hopley Girilambone Sorcorer 
 95 Noni Seagrim Rahan Mushtar 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Barhagetcham 44 Suzanne Barton Gandari Alva Caasteele 
 56 Kym Hagon Diamond R Boston 
 37 Emma Fletcher Diamond R Oscar 
 57 April Bonham Joda Shantilly 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
The Young & Ridiculous 32 Rachel Reid Franshar Park K Shar 
 42 Virginia Dodson Qmriya Raheema 
 10 Bridi Rice Blake’s Heaven Veuve 
 63 Ray Spence Dahman Nile Star 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
30 Plus 25 Stuart Lymbery Garonne Park Walker 
 65 Anne Lymbery Garonne Park Tiara 
 29 Peter Norman Bellarine Bozo 
 28 Shelly Ison Tallaganda Downs Natifa 
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The Team Competition (400 km) 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Dancing Shoes 90 Clare Fleming Birramalee Queen of Hearts 
 8 Jane Davidson Cherox Bluebeard 
 20 Alwyn Torenbeek Belyndo 
 64 Talea Hasko-Stewart Blake’s Heaven Summer Reign 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Shahzada Dream Team 59 Linda Jonkers Girilambone Comet 
 60 Emily Streckfuss Coolahlee Park Samba 
 39 Cherry Cummins Webbs Creek Walkabout 
 3 Jennifer Gilbertson Coolahlee Park Saraba 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Family Affair 45 Karen Rhodes Karrana King 
 49 Anne Barlow SA_Har Magnolia 
 30 Danielle Beard Botusa Park Spirit 
 34 Tina Walker Cromarty Park Zataal 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Steady Neddies 77 Marlee Turnbull Stinky 
 61 Ian Dreghorn Mountain Breeze Jack the Ripper 
 74 Keith Nagle Kintamani Sapphire 
 23 Tracy Haack Razorback Hot Pepper 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Its All About Us! 21 Wendy Bushell Arabesque Arabella 
 13 Katrina Bodewes Booramby Silver Elk 
 40 Mia Bodewes Booramby Jacob 
 72 Cheryl Strachan Mira-Monte Dance On 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Quilty Princesses 12 Carol Layton Omani Mr Sqiggle 
 14 Rebecca Hayes Summerzar M’Zigye 
 36 Sue Warren Warren Park O.B. One 
 75 Jenny Rogers Burren-dah Narla 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Team Rah 81 Marion Lengronne Sasam 
 83 Camille Champagne Kai Hai Sterling Aaramis 
 84 Matthew Gadsby Dardanga Fingal 
 85 John Dugan Perform Park Lady Kharisma 
 
 

400 km Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Beauties & the Beasts 52 Rochelle Knihinicki Karabil Yaningi 
 1 Allison Knihinicki Velona Amadi 
 55 John Howe Ashbend Perazzi 
 46 Bern Harvey Velona Bartez 
 



����������	
�
����
��
�������������	��������	����	� ���

38 

 

THE FRIDAY CLUB     (Vet out after completion of 400 km on Friday)  
Year Rider Name Horse Name  Year Rider Name Horse Name 
1981 Gordon Hobday Oonoonba Leo  1996 Dee Wyatt Karakatana Orbit 
1982  Nil    Rachel Shore Judstan Kamaran 
1983* Arthur Waghorne Petrehma al Naram  1997 Arthur Waghorne Wantley Annabel 
1984* Tony Parker Inala Flash Boy   Mike Gill Vanguard Lady Fatima 
1985* Kerry Anderson Con   Sharon Oliver Sun Valley Mystique 
        * Kevin Bohm Kelkette Park Izak   Suzanne Barton Casablanca 
1986 Robin McLennan Rodney  1998 Megan Law Princess Delilah 
        * Kaylene Wilson Ruby Jewel   Rhonda Locke Kurrajong Felix 
1987 Nil    Shan Symonds Dashandra Sonaria 
1988 Roy Counsell Glenallen Sheida   Alan Mackinder Vanay Park Ambassador 
1989 Steven Wyld Grabon Babishka   Lex Gooch Brass 
 Michael O'Brien Little Takker   Fiona Meller Karrabesc 
 Len Law Rocky   Juanita Stone Belbowrie the Wizard 
1990 Steve Finnane Glenallen Zayed  1999 Alan Mackinder Vanay Park Ambassador 
 Sallyanne Pollard Campari   Ivan Sampson Hillbrae Gem 
 Michael O'Brien Little Takker  2000 Rosalie Smith Petrenha Avenel 
 Rosemary Scott Isima  2001 Wendy Bootle Blue Bopp 
1991 Christine Noble Ginger  2002 Annette Law Starwood Casa Blanca 
 Stephen Godbee Bremervale Kossak   Sue Todd Shabonne 
 Bill Straub Count William   Liz McAuley Binda   (BIN21871) 
1992 Lee Finnane Glenallen Zayed  2003 Nil  
 Karen Elfick Romany Karma  2004 Nil  
1993 Colleen Clancy Wiz the Fizz  2005 Megan Matters Tinderry Vista Armistice 
 Shawn Johnson Raeed  2006 Garry Bennett Anabrial Khaboul 
 Andrew Jonkers Windsor Park Dominator   Claire Edey Cliveden Montsegur 
 Tim Rees Heaney Katice   Megan Edey Zagora 
 Rosemary Scott Pepsi   Allison Knihinicki Naz-Ton Crystal Teardrop 
1994 Nil   2007 Nil  
1995  Garry McCarthy Joe Trumper  2008 Nil  
 Robert Merriman Blue Bayou  2009  Kelly Jol Scrupulous 
 Lesley Freeman Cedar Ridge Rob Roy  2010 Wendy Bootle Blue Bopp 

      * Corrected data      
 

SHAHZADA 500 - 2010 
This is a special extension of 100 km in one day to the 400km Shahzada. 

The extra 100km on Sunday used the 400km Monday course for the first 
87 km then an additional 13 km by riding from St Albans, 6.5km up the 
Wollombi Road to a quarry site and back along Wollombi Road to 
St Albans.   

Two of the 400 km entrants started at 4 am on Sunday morning 22/8/10, 
Maureen Feltham and Allan Caslick.  Allan withdrew his horse on 
Wednesday morning after riding 260 km. 

Maureen’s horse, Malali, a 12 year old Arab / Quarter horse cross gelding 
with 2 previous success from 3 previous 400 km (which included 1 from 1 
for the 500 km Shahzada) completed 2010 with a final veterinary 
comment of “Champion, Well Done”.   

With her success in 2010, Maureen Feltham is the only Shahzada rider to 
successfully complete three 500 km Shahzadas from 3 attempts and has 6 
successful completions from 9 attempts on the 400 km part of Shahzada. 

Malali has 3 successful out of 4 tries for 400km which includes 2 
successful out of 2 tries at the 500km. 

 
Maureen Feltham riding Malali,     photo by Jo Arblaster 
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SHAHZADA COMPLETION RATES. 
 

 
 

Successful completion of Shahzada 500 
Year Rider Horse 
1983 Rebecca Smith Aragon Strider 
1998 Maureen Feltham Rathowen Idol 
2008 Melanie Anderson Ausden Kon Tiki 
2009 Maureen Feltham Malali 
2010 Maureen Feltham Malali 

 
 

Year Total 
Entries 

Total 
Successful 

entries 

Total 
Percentage 
Successful 

New 
Riders 

this 
year 

Successful 
New Riders 

this year 

New riders, 
percentage 
successful 
this year 

New 
Horses 

this 
year 

Successful 
New Horses 

this year 

New horses, 
percentage 
successful 
this year 

1981 26 15 58% 26 15 58% 26 15 58% 
1982 28 14 50% 20 11 55% 22 13 59% 
1983 42 19 45% 25 9 36% 32 12 38% 
1984 38 21 55% 18 9 50% 23 13 57% 
1985 78 41 53% 49 25 51% 59 28 47% 
1986 100 45 45% 49 25 51% 69 28 41% 
1987 96 56 58% 42 26 62% 56 33 59% 
1988 91 43 47% 35 15 43% 56 23 41% 
1989 102 44 43% 45 11 24% 60 18 30% 
1990 123 62 50% 49 24 49% 65 31 48% 
1991 114 63 55% 37 14 38% 50 23 46% 
1992 99 58 59% 36 23 64% 43 24 59% 
1993 93 55 59% 31 17 55% 49 26 53% 
1994 98 61 62% 42 28 67% 55 32 58% 
1995 120 60 50% 45 21 46% 32 4 12% 
1996 74 33 45% 29 12 41% 44 14 31% 
1997 80 47 59% 23 11 47% 39 19 48% 
1998 77 46 60% 30 16 53% 39 22 56% 
1999 110 61 55% 29 17 59% 58 34 56% 
2000 114 57 50% 31 14 45% 62 27 44% 
2001 100 45 45% 28 11 39% 54 18 33% 
2002 73 21 29% 14 4 29% 35 12 34% 
2003 68 28 41% 15 5 33% 34 10 29% 
2004 64 14 22% 26 4 15% 37 2 5% 
2005 60 14 23% 16 3 19% 34 8 24% 
2006 56 37 66% 21 12 57% 30 19 63% 
2008 44 22 50% 12 2 17% 31 11 35% 
2009 58 34 59% 20 9 45% 32 17 53% 
2010 79 33 42% 26 7 27% 49 19 39% 
Totals 2305 1149 50%       
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SHAHZADA SPONSORS AND FRIENDS 
The year 2010 Shahzada Memorial Test has been supported by: 

·  IRT  (International Racehorse Transport) - provided 400km Shahzada riders vests and the vests 
for the Chief Steward, TPR stewards and the Vets. (See back cover). 

·  KWIK KOPY LIVERPOOL  – Printed the Pre-Ride and Post-Ride books, posters and 
certificates. 

·  TOSHIBA Electronic Imaging Division, Sydney - again helped to continue the tradition of the 
Shahzada by providing the fantastic photocopier for use during this year's Shahzada. 

·  PETER AND LYN MCKECHNIE  - donated the rug for the best managed & best 
conditioned horse. 

·  NEWSCOM – provided the "Encouragement Award" for a first time completion horse and 
rider for this year's ride. 

·  Peter and Lyn McKechnie – provided the new Ride Secretary’s tent, multiple grounds in the 
village and part of the course. 

·  ZONE 1 – provided a Loan of ride bibs and tent along with the Zone 1 trailer. 

·  GRAEME AND JENNIFER GILBERTSON - provided a loan of ride bibs. 

·  Rex Cox Perpetual Trophy - donated by Rex and Sharyn Cox 

·  Edinburgh Horse Rugs - donated an Edinburgh Horse Rug package for the raffle to 
help pay for the new chain saws.  

·  Suncrest Arabians - Virginia Blain – donated first Stallion to finish award. 

·  Allison & Michael Knihinicki – donated trophies for Youngest Successful Rider, Oldest 
Successful Rider, Last Rider Home and Rider Furthest Travelled. 

·   Maxisoy – donated each and every rider a 5kg sample bag of Maxi Soy pellets. 

·   Waterford Designs – Donated a Mohair Girth. 

·  NSW POLICE, NSW AMBULANCE SERVICE AND CAREFLIGHT  who 
were available to provide their very professional support which was not needed this year. 

·  HAWKESBURY COUNCIL  who have continued to support Shahzada since its inception 
in 1981. 

·  LOCAL PROPERTY OWNERS AND NPWS. Without the cooperation of local 
property owners and the National Parks and Wildlife Service this Test could not take place.  We 
are greatly indebted to all concerned.  We impress upon all participants in the Test the necessity 
to treat all property with due respect. 

 

The committee would ask you to remember these friends and promote their products whenever you 
can as a means of thanking them for their support of your Sport.  The Test could not be run without 
the generosity of the property owners who allow us access, the myriad of voluntary helpers and the 
untiring support that our fabulous veterinary team provide.  Thank you one and all! 
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The Team Competition, Mini Marathon,   First – Place 
Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Single & Sexy 321 Robin Gossip Lila 
 325 Louise McCormack Shellgardi Trickster  
 341 Ron Malone Maringo 
 272 Brooke Warner Coolahlee Park Sabre 

The Team Competition, Mini Marathon,   Second – Place 
Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Team Dubbo 305 Catherine Connors Incognito 
 304 Melissa Attwell Red Legend 
 329 Sonya Ardill Splitters Creek Rosie 
 330 Peter Terrill Aloha Banjo 

The Team Competition, Mini Marathon,   Third – Place 
Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
The Substitutes 319 Renee Kirk Palio 
 270 Michael Knihinicki Fenwick Finally 
 310 Bonnie Robinson Conrad 
 302 Rod Mitchell Aloha Naja 

The Team Competition, Mini Marathon,   Fourth – Place 
Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Out of Control 284 Wendy Jones Nioka Park Jag 
 271 Steve Brooks  Aloha Byshara  
 347 Jessica Taylor Diamond R Amaya 
 348 Sheree Gray Happy Joseph 

Continues on page 45 
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Continued from page 44            The Team Competition, Mini Marathon entrants, not placed. 
Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Twinsals 303 Toni Appleton Bangalay Coolati 
 337 Vicki Winton McDonald Tenor 
 315 Sal Scott Sasha 
 316 Sally Felton Pinehill Callan 

  

Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Not So lean, Not so Mean 320 Sandi Brown Ithilien Elendelle 
 323 Margaret Boland Rosebrae Apollo 
 313 Leisa Neale Razorback Fire Wing 
 306 Gay Kerr Girilambone Aurora 

  

Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
Who Would Have Thought It 298 Carol Griffiths Especial’s Sun 
 332 Raymond Griffiths Ginger Megs 
 264 Robert Howden Omani City Smoke 
 350 Kerry Spratt Oak-Glen Solitaire 

 

Mini Marathon Team Name Entrant No Team Members Horse 
A Team 292 Michele Ladmore River Gum Midnight Revolver 
 345 Dominique Nicoletti (Gunner) Cazna’sCounty Phoenix 
 293 Sharee Cassel Inshallah Nefertari 
 294 Heather Nagle Aloha Karina 
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Entrant 277, Jo Arblaster in the Mini Marathon  

Photo from Jo Arblaster 

 
A group of Mini Marathon riders,    photo by Kieron Power 

 
A group of 400km riders through the bottom of McKechnies. 

photo by Kieron Power 
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Shahzada post-ride Veterinary Report, 2010. 
This year the formats offered at Shahzada changed slightly with a 400km main ride and a 

120km mini-marathon ride only being offered.  There were 79 starters in the main ride, up from 58 
in 2009 and 76 starters in the mini-marathon. 

 33 riders successfully completed the 400km ride, a completion rate of almost 42%, slightly 
down on the 58% completion rate of 2009.  1 of 2 competitors successfully elevated to the 500km, 
well done Maureen!  There was the normal attrition rate, with 75 riders completing day 1, 67 riders 
completing day 2, 55 riders completing day 3, 47 riders completing day 4 and 33 riders completing 
day 5.  

 There was the normal host of problems resulting in vet outs, some heart rates, a spattering of 
greasy heal as per usual and some lameness and injury.  Credit should go to those riders that realised 
their horses were on the brink of vetting out and electing to withdraw, especially those on Friday. 

 The re-present system worked well again, credo should go to Dr Kym Hagon for having the 
foresight for implementing this system.  The re-presents give the rider and horse the benefit of 4-12 
hours to work on the tissue of their horse and get through to the next stage.  The system works well 
because the riders realise that they are being given a second chance and the Vets are happy because 
they know that some problems can be fixed with time and diligent strapping.  

 Unlike 2009 the infamous steps leg was negotiated without incident and credit should be 
given to the committee for having the foresight to provide chaperones on the steepest part of the 
steps for those riders that were nervous.   

 On behalf of the veterinary team, Monika Baffy, Luke Annetts, Rochelle Joyce and myself, I 
would like to congratulate every rider on their wonderful attitude towards their horses and the great 
respect shown to ride organisers, Vets and each other.  I hope to see you all plus some next year. 

Anthony Bennett, Head Vet Shazada 2010 
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Ride Recorder – Ross Mudie. 
    This has been my 22nd Shahzada and still I keep coming back.  Setting up is a huge task, so we have reduced the 
amount of equipment required for the Public Address system, by using a FM radio transmitter for the PA system outside 
of the vetting area.  Instead of setting up extensive wiring all over the village and 80 loud speakers, we just use 12 loud 
speakers around the vetting area and cover the remainder of the camp areas with the radio transmitter.  Unfortunately a 
number of entrants who don’t go to the trouble to bring along a suitable radio receiver or fail to bring their radio up for 
tuning if they can’t find the transmission, discover that they miss out on PA calls. The PA radio transmitter can be 
received in the 88-108 MHz FM band, this year it was licenced by ACMA on 89.5 MHz.  The frequency changes from 
year to year as a result of spectrum usage by other organisations.  Coverage is up to about 2 to 3 km from the Shahzada 
base camp.  

    The sandstone hills adjoining the twisted valleys of the St Albans area makes two way and mobile phone 
communications quite difficult.  The committee radio repeater, located on a high spot in the local area, allowed 
communications between radios in the valleys.  There just wasn’t enough time to set up vehicle mounted radios so all the 
committee communications used the hand held units.  Some of the places that the water truck and track markers were 
located were found to be, (as expected), marginal on the hand helds.  The simple logistics are, if more entrants pre-
nominated before the 1st August pre-nomination close date, then more time would be available to set up the technology 
at St Albans which is used to help run the event. 

    The photocopier, from our good friends at Toshiba, was located further into the site shed than last year, which kept it 
out of the direct sunlight.  In this position there were no problems. 

    An interesting problem was the fault that developed in a light fitting in the site shed, right on when the day’s results 
were being prepared for pre-ride talk, the printing of the day’s results was about to occur, the internet was about to be 
updated, the Wicen list was about to be produced and Wicen needed to do photocopies.  The fault in a light fitting in the 
site shed tripped out the Safety Switch on the site shed light circuit, which also tripped off the Wicen shed.  While the 
computers kept on working on the no-break, (UPS), power, we couldn’t see because there was no light.  In the middle of 
this, regardless of the man up the ladder just inside the site shed door, several people asked if the day’s printouts were 
available yet!  After it was realised that the problem wasn’t to be fixable in an appropiate time frame, a light socket and 
globe were located and strung up, plugged into a different circuit.  With light restored, the mayhem then slowly abated. 

    Overall, this was a very successful Shahzada.  The combination of 400km and Mini-Marathon without the single day 
80 events worked well.  In past years entrants arriving for the single day 80 events, while the 400 km event is running, 
diverted resources away from the reason for being there, the 400km marathon.   

    I am extremely greatful to my family for their support.  Son, Peter, assisted for 3 days of set up as well as ensuring 
operation of technology such as the committee radio repeater, the integrated PA system, web site, no-break power, etc. 

     My wife Sue, endured the rest of the set up week, the event week and the aftermarth of the pull down phase.  She 
kept me fed, woke me up when I fell asleep at the computer due to exhaustion and assisted in the overall operation of the 
computer shed.   We finally departed on Tuesday 31st August after 19 days in St Albans. 
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Shahzada 2010..... Kissie's story.... 

Friday 13th August 

Sue has just left with the caravan..... must be something special happening as I have been getting heaps of feed 
and lots of riding in the last few days, Pashi is still grumbling about how hard Freemantle was and I just tell him 
that one day he may get to do Shahzada and then he will have something to talk about!!!!! 

Monday 16th August 

Sue has just come back without the caravan and hooked up the float so there is definitely something exciting on 
the agenda.  Pashi and I are in for a meal and the others are all going in next door..... mmmmm, August.... I 
wonder???? 

Tuesday 17th August 

In the float with a few stops and then we meet Ian Dix at Windsor Downs for new shoes plus an extra set.   Next 
stop St Albans where there are lots of hugs and happy people - I go round to my usual spot and yep, there is the 
van and my yard set up and by the time Sue has the float and truck in place we are in a cosy set up a bit smaller 
than normal but apparently lots of riders are coming.   

Wednesday 18th August 

Out for a ride down to Word of Life.... no arrows up yet but I recognise the turn off.... more food and walks and 
Sue keeps racing around mumbling something about people not fitting in but people are arriving and everyone is 
happy. 

Thursday 19th August..  

Out for a ride to Joe's Crossing, stop to talk to Kate who is letting us ride on the Common this year instead of 
those long treks down the Common Road.  We go through the water (no quicksand...what a relief) and back to 
town on the other side of the river. 

Friday 20th August 

Down to Word of Life again this morning but now the arrows are up, crosses too, lots of different colours - hope 
Sue is concentrating next week.  More people arriving, St Albans is buzzing! 

Saturday 21st August 

Ride out to Joe's again, this time with Maureen and Malali.... he is starting tomorrow and doing 100kms extra - we 
go back to town again on the other side of the river.  Jan and Martin arrive with Leonie and set up next to 
us...looks like we are riding together. 

Sunday 22nd August 

Ride out to Word of Life again but further down the road this time and then home..... St Albans is starting to look 
pretty crowded as we return.   Sharon May Davis and Mimme are here and seem pretty happy with me..... lots of 
talk about being in season but what's a girl going to do with all these cute stallions around.   Sue weighs in and 
enters and then we go to the vets.   Kym is standing in for the vets who haven't arrived and I meet Monika too.   
All A's and 1's but I haven't done anything yet - "great trot" comment.... we have been working on that - Sue just 
needed to get her act together but she was good at the Quilty and didn't let me down.   There's a party - I wasn't 
invited - but all early to bed. 

Monday 23rd August 

Up at 2.45 and lots of activity.... Cuddles sleeps in, this is his first Shahzada and he is having a ball.  Marlee 
bought him some pig's ears and toys and he plays most of the time.  Anyway, Leonie and I set off on the first 
leg.... slow and steady up the Common Road and the 30th Shahzada begins.  We talk to lots of different horses 
along the way but pretty much keep to ourselves.  Walk down Blue Hill and give Sue a bit of a hard time but she 
undersands.... I feel great and just want to go!!!!!!  Back to town and vet through with all A's and 1's and "terrific 
trot" and we get some rest.  Out to McKechnie's in the afternoon.... Sue rides up - she has this "dicky knee" so it's 
better this way.  Along the Woomera back to Jack's and then home..... so much water in tubs everywhere..... 
Haydn and his crew really know what is important to us horses.  We vet - A's and 1's and "excellent" so the first 
day is over and we have a rest.  Anthony tells Sue that my gutsounds are fantastic..... bit personal, but last year 
Rochelle gave us some great advice and Sue finally found some stuff that she could squirt down my throat that 
actually was almost acceptable.... lots of it but if it keeps everyone happy and me feeling good, I can cope. 
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Tuesday 24th August 

Up at 2.45 and out at 4 am as usual.... we go down to Shepherd's Gully.... love this part and we trot along towards 
the sunrise.... the moon has been blood red and huge reflecting in the dams and river.  Down 8 mile to the 
Meadows... what a hoot, great stretch out back to town.  SMD and Mimme are checking me over and then to 
vet..... A's and 1's "very good".... everyone is happy but the best part is I am getting a hot shower every time I 
come in courtesy of our new hot water unit.... makes me feel so good.  Out to Careflight Hill in the afternoon 
(went up here on my first ride out of novice) but the track clearing and marking is fantastic and we scoot up there 
pretty easily and then a lovely trot along the ridge, down Shepherd's and home.  Leonie is not feeling so good and 
we walk most of the way.  We vet through with A's and 1's and "excellent" but my mate Leonie is not going so 
well. 

Wednesday 25th August 

Up and out at 4 and up Boyd's - this is such a good track now with the reflective tape and we get a drink at the top 
and off to McKechnie's.  The National Parks have made these tracks along the top of the ridges so good and they 
are quite soft after all the rain.... perfect riding.  Sue gets off for the tricky downhill and then we are off to 
Prestons.  There are just three of us on the steep part - Kym walking and Shelly behind me so we are spaced out 
and all very easy..... we make Kym stop for breaks on the little flat parts so we can get our breath back and then 
we walk down the other side.  New track through the Common...... we are flying!!!!!!!!! We trot back 
conservatively into town on the road and vet through all A's and 1's and "terrific".... what a great leg.  Have a rest 
and then out to Blue Hill and down Short Wellums - what a great ride around the lake and home.  All A's and 1's 
from Monika and she said "going strong".... I feel great. 

Thursday 26th August 

Out at 4 again and off to Blue Hill, the Transmission Road and then down the Steps..... easy for me but Sue slips 
in the mud right at the bottom... we trot back to town, all A's and 1's and "absolute trooper".... don't know that my 
ancestors would have liked that one but it was meant as a compliment and taken that way.  We have a rest and 
then out to Jack’s and down Boyd’s and back over the Word of Life and back to town with A's and 1's again and 
this time "going great guns" - does this man know how many Appaloosas were shot because the cavalry could not 
catch us!!!!!!  PS story goes that I am a direct descendant of Chief Joseph's favourite mare!!!!!! 

Friday 27th August 

Out at 4 and up Jack's and out to Boyd's turnaround.... Sue loves this part as we are near the front and it means 
you get to see and slap hands with everyone else who is left in the ride and wish them luck.... I just keep going to 
McKechnie's and then down again and back to town.... all A's and 1's with "great trot out as usual! entertaining!" - 
Sue is growling at me to keep me motivated, love to watch her make a fool of herself!!!!  Then it is out to the 
Steps again and we take it easy while Sue walks up and down Brown's and then a lovely trot through the common 
again and back to town.  All A's and 1's - "what a ride - awesome"..... we finish our fifth out of five Shahzadas - 
with a book this good, I might get another sash tomorrow. 

Saturday 28th August 

Up early for a bit of a wash and even got some glitter on my rear end.  Sue tried riding me without a bit yesterday 
and I was so good it looks like we will be in a halter from now on..... better behave.  We get our buckle and mug 
and yes, we get called up for Best Conditioned/Managed horse with five others.... we have to do a trot/canter thing 
and we go out on the road to warm up.  My turn and I canter, trot, stop, canter and out we go..... we line up for our 
sashes and the next thing I know we have won the Shahzada Perpetual Trophy for the Best Managed and 
Conditioned horse, we have this monster cup and a rug and people are taking photos.  What a year - I have just 
received a lovely rug for my 5,000 kms in competition from the AERA together with a great clock, a Quilty 
buckle and now this...... Sue must be so proud of me! 

Monday 29th August 

We are still in St Albans, everyone has left but we were too late to drive all the way home last night after all the 
clean up and work with Ross on accounts etc yesterday..... we leave soon - it will be wonderful to get back to our 
lovely home in Glen Davis and see the other horses, even Pashi.   

Thanks to everyone who came and made the 30th Shahzada a special one to remember........... Shakista 2010 
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HELPERS and SUPPLIERS 
Track Markers, Clearers and Maintenance 

Gail and Haydn Fisher, Kai Fisher, Sue Todd, Brad and Allix Jones, Neil Clarkson, Sue and Tony Warren, Taylah 
Warren, Keith Nagle, Jenny Rogers, Dean Walkom, John Howe, Terry Wood, Steve Fraser, Beau Knihinicki, Greg 
Wells and Brooke Warner, Carol Layton and Bob Howden, Faith Robinson, Les Robinson, Gary Tweedie, Peter 
McKechnie, Garry Bennett, Michael and Allison Knihinicki 
  

Preparation of Lunches for Track Workers Registered Nurse / First Aid 
Peter & Lyn McKechnie and the Fickle Wombat Carol White 

 

Meet and Greet Catering Production of Trail Markers Course Marking 
Peter & Lyn McKechnie & 

Bonnie Robinson 
Neil Clarkson Haydn and Gail Fisher, Neil Clarkson, Allix and 

Brad Jones, Beau Knihinicki, Garry Bennett, 
Allan Caslick, Tony Warren, Allison Knihinicki, 
Sue Todd, Cheryl Strachan 

 

Preparation of Buckles Erection and Dismantling of Tents Camp Site Placements 
Neil Clarkson,  Peter 

McKechnie 
Toni Warren, Dean Walkom, John Howe, Haydn Fisher, 
Sue Todd, Allix Jones, Brooke Warner, Beau and Michael 
Knihinicki, Garry Bennett, Terry Wood and Steve Fraser 

Sue Todd, Neil Clarkson, 
Peter McKechnie, Kim Hagon, 
Tom Perkins, Lee-Anne Gauci 

 

IRT Official & Rider Vests TPR Barriers Set Up & di smantle Vetting area Airport Transport 
Jennifer Gilbertson. Shahzada Roy Barsby Alan Clarkson, Raelene French 

 

Veterinarians National Parks Liason Printing & Corr espondence 
Kym Hagon, Anthony Bennett, Monika Baffy, Luke 
Annetts, Rochelle Joyce, (Kym Hagon  Pre-ride) 

Neil Clarkson Neil Clarkson - Kwik Kopy Liverpool 

 

Ride Insurance Liason RTA, Council & Police Liaison Trail & Landholder Liaison 
Neil Clarkson Neil Clarkson Neil Clarkson, Peter McKechnie & Sue Todd 

 

Entries, Rider Vests, Pre-Ride computer entry, Log 
Book/Computer for pulse and scratchings, 
photocopying of log books 

Assist with log books & 
Entries 

NSW ERA Computer 
Data Entry 

Judy Shore Faith Robinson, Marlee 
Turnbull, Marita Rifai 

Michelle O’Leary, Kerry 
Spratt & Neil Clarkson 

 

Shower Block Builder  Plumbing Farrier 
Jeff Bonham Garry Bennett & Michael Knihinicki Darryl Davis   

 

Maintenance Electrical  Social Entertainment 
Organiser 

Purchasing of 
Shahzada Clothing 

Peter McKechnie Brad Dillon, Tony Warren, 
Michael Knihinicki 

Kym Hagon, Kim Hagon, Beau 
Knihinicki for Friday’s Party 

Allix Jones & 
Brooke Warner 

 

Preparation of Statement of 
Accounts for Shahzada 

Incorporation with Department of 
Fair Trading 

Merchandising - Shop 

Peter McKechnie Neil Clarkson Carole Dickson, Sandi Brown 
 

Gate Stewards Transport of Zone 1 Trailer Mowing Grass 
Georgie Cadwallader, Matthew Gadsby, Allix and Brad Jones, 
Haydn Fisher, Roy Barsby, Suzanne Barton 

Marita Rifai and Beau Knihinicki Garry Bennett, 
Bruce Wood 

 

TPRs and assistants 
Gordon Smith, Charles Gauci, Martin Flippance, Tony Warren, Carol White, Jill Ross, Marg Boland, Helen Rich, 
Louise Martin, Georgia Ladmore, Gillian Peirce, Glenda Edwards, Frances Bailey, Sharon Oliver, Jo Arblaster and 
Lindsay Knight in charge of morale and humour. 
 

Timekeepers, Time Slips & Computer entry for out & in times 
Helen Thompson, Alan Clarkson, Lee Curtis, Bill McMillan, Gail Fisher, Peter McKechnie, Graeme Gilbertson, Cathy 
Banwell, Brian Walsh, Jenni Sansom, Jenny Longstaff, Wendy Jones, Ross Mudie, Sandi Brown 
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Rescue Float Rescue Vehicle Rescue Drivers Water Transport to Course Garbage Collection 
Ruth Green Neil Clarkson Beau Knihinicki, 

Brad Jones 
Haydn Fisher, Beau Knihinicki, 

Allix Jones, Brad Jones 
Dennis White 

 

WICEN Radio Team 
Col Hodgson, Ann Hodgson, Bob Ridgley, June Ridgley, Raffy Shammay, Ros Shammay, Richard Cortis, Dagmar 
Cortis, Les Poole, Heather Poole, Terry Morris, Robin Morris, Barry NcNeil, Peter Thompson, Bernard Kates, Brian 
Connor, Dan Joyce, John Vetters, Andrew Gilbert, Peter Hopkins, Irene Hopkins, Don Crutcher, Dot Crutcher.  

 

Original Shahzada Web Site, 
http://www.shahzada.org.au 

Shahzada Results Web Site, 
http://www.shahzadaresults.org 

Author & Upload of 2010 
web material 

Ian Rosser Peter Mudie Ross Mudie 
 

Shopping and Couriers Camp 
Kitchen 

Tent for 
TimeKeeper 

Tent for Secretary & 
Awning for Party 

Tent for 
TPRs 

Peter Orr, Peter McKechnie, Peter Bice, 
Alan Clarkson, Faith Robinson 

Josh, Best 
Party Hire 

Sue Todd  Peter McKechnie Zone 1 

 

Fire Wood 
Suppliers 

Rider 
Weighing 

ACMA Liason for 
89.5 MHz FM 

Development of 89.5 MHz 
PA Transmitter  

Committee Repeater & 
Radios 

Peter Jensen and 
Ninian Sternbeck 

Lee Curtis Ross Mudie Peter Mudie Peter Mudie 

 

Dismantle PA and Secretary / Timekeepers wiring Phone Line Disco Music & DJ Antique 
Computer Part 

Ross Mudie, Sue Mudie, Faith Robinson Peter McKechnie Beau Knihinicki Dick Warburton 
 

Pre-Nomination Data entry, Computer Hardware & Software, Public Address Hardware, Public Address 
transmitter, Daily Printouts, Compiler / Editor for  Records book, Pre-Ride Book & Post Ride Book 

Ross Mudie. 
 

Printing of Pre-Ride and Post Ride 
books 

Pre-nominations, Receipts, banking, 
postage of pre & post-ride books 

Initial Campsite 
allocations 

Raffle 

Neil Clarkson, Kwik Kopy Liverpool Ross Mudie Sue Todd Edinburgh Rugs 
 

Free Loan of Photocopier with Toner Supplies and support  Presentations 
Mal Cook & Tim Duggan at Toshiba Peter McKechnie, Gail Fisher 

 

Property Owners in St Albans 
Peter & Lyn McKechnie, Hawkesbury Shire Council, Judy Shore, Ian & Gabrielle Burns-Wood (Settlers Arms), Jenny & 
Kevin Moulton (Fickle Wombat), Ronnie, Kaye & Henry Szwanfeld, Gordon MacDonald, St Albans Sports & 
Recreation Club (Peter Hughes), Suzie Startin, Roz Marsh, Fiona Kelly, Alison Punton, Judy Shore, Church of England 
(Joan Opbroek).  
 

Property Owners of the Course 
RTA, National Parks & Wildlife Service, Hawkesbury City Council, Terry & Wendy Gates (Boyds), Don Parkin (Jacks), 
Peter & Lynn McKechnie (McKechnie’s), The Common Trust (St Albans Common Kate Short), Ryan & Leanne 
Lambert (Blue Hill, Meadows, Wellums), The Sternbeck Family (Prestons), Jason Abbott (WOL Crossing), 
Rob & Li Taylor (Banbury Cross), Steve Tuohy (Meadows), Pat Gotch (Gotches), Dr Robin Mitchell (Joe’s Crossing). 
 

Supply & Delivery of Horse Feed Horse Feed Liaison Washing & sorting of Rider Vests 
Phil Accurso, Accurso Stock Feeds Sue and Ross Mudie Faith Robinson 

 

The Clean Up Crew 
Neil Clarkson, Peter McKechnie, Michael and Allison Knihinicki, Brad Jones, Haydn and Gail Fisher, Sue Todd, Faith 

Robinson, Dean Walkom, Ross & Sue Mudie, Sandi Brown, Tony & Sue Warren 
 

De-Marking of Course 
Neil Clarkson, Haydn Fisher, Gail Fisher, Brad Jones, Allix Jones, Peter McKechnie, Tony and Sue Warren, Stuart 

Hitchcock, Kym Hagon, Luke Annetts  Sorting of arrows – Gail Fisher, Raelene French 
It takes a lot of people to run an event the size of Shahzada, we sincerely hope that we have not forgotten anyone.  If we have missed 
out on anyone who has helped, please accept our sincere thanks for the help that you have provided and our apology for missing 
you out of this acknowledgment.  I can assure you that any omission is not intentional. 
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Shahzada Social Wrap-up 2010 
This year’s social events suffered a little at the collective hands of my influenza, my need to strap my horse 
and my general fatigue.  So I apologise that the organisation wasn’t quite up to standard… Nonetheless, the 
30th Shahzada saw another great week of entertainment.   

The McKechnies put on a fabulous spread of sumptuous goodies on Sunday night for the initial get together 
and pre-ride talk which was much appreciated by the collective masses.  It seems that whoever was 
responsible for delivering the communal firewood had a healthy dose of anabolic steroids in the last 12 
months because there was a pile of wood that surely could be seen from the moon.  It was significantly 
bigger than any Shahzada heap I’ve seen in the past, and was a terrific source of warmth and good cheer all 
week. 

Tuesday night’s “My Camp Rules” may have to be deferred to next year…that was my fault and I apologise. 

Wednesday night saw the annual Shahzada Idol rip into action at the Fickle.  There were numerous acts 
again, starting with a few jokes from vets Anthony and Monika.  We then settled into some fantastically 
recited poetry from Steve Brooks (the Geebung Polo Club) and Will Hagon (a poem about nookie in the 
back seat of a car..?).  Then some musical numbers from Julius Fletcher on the trumpet, and yours truly on 
saxophone and later guitar.  Due to some (apparent) prior arrangement with judge Kieron Power, I ended up 
taking the top gong.  I presented two songs on the evening – one rip-off of Paul Kelly’s song Every Freakin’ 
City, and another song loosely based on Waltzing Matilda called Riding Shahzada.  The main thing was that 
everyone seemed to have a hearty feed and a bit of a laugh on the night, and riders were back into bed just 
after 9pm. 

Thursday saw dress-up day and the dog races…Clear cut winners of the dress-up day were Denis and Carol 
White who were splendidly regailed in middle eastern garb.  Problem was the top price they could muster 
for any decent horses was just 3 goats – not even close kids. 

The dog race was taken out by a small coolie.  As I was out on track, I didn’t get the precise details of this 
racing prodigy, but suffice to say that Sammi the Wonderdog (who didn’t feel the need to turn up and defend 
her many titles) would probably have found the going tough! 

After the standard tense Friday afternoon ritual, DJBK (Disc Jockey Beau Knihinicki) pumped out a great 
night of dance-worthy tunes spanning a huge range of styles and tastes that kept all and sundry shaking their 
funky things until the wee-hours.  Congratulations Beau and thanks for a great night (and all your help 
before and during the ride). 

So that’s it for another year!  I think I’ve been turfed out of the saddle for next year, and will be re-claiming 
the stethescope for 2011, so I’ll be able to put more time and effort into the social events.  Kim and I hope to 
see a huge gathering next year to take on the greatest ride on earth both on and off the course! 

Cheers,  Kym and Kim Hagon, Shahzada Self Appointed Social Committee 2010 
 
 

SPECIAL THANK YOU  
·  Ian Rosser for the establishment and maintenance of the original Shahzada Internet web site and the 

Shahzada domain name, www.shahzada.org.au . 

·  Peter Mudie for the provision of the “during Shahzada” Internet web site for the daily updates, 
www.shahzadaresults.org , the Committee radio repeater and 2 way radios, the PA Radio Transmitter (which 
had to be realigned due to a frequency change), the PA system and that magical wireless microphone, putting 
up the PA speakers around the vetting area, sourcing converter boxes for the time clock system and other 
special electronics. 

·  Robert McKenzie who provided the mold for the 10th plate for Rowena Robinson.  

·  Henry Szwanfeld and the roadworks crew who sorted out the pot holes in the trot out area. 

·  Kevin and Jenny at the Fickle Wombat, on Sunday 15/8/10, very kindly provided complementary lunches for 
all the workers setting up for Shahzada. 
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SHAHZADA 2010 – Memories for Halifax 

 
Shahzada patron, Halifax Hayes at the Saturday morning presentation in 2006         Photo by Col Hodgson 

 

Jill Hayes delivered the following speech at the 2010 Shahzada pre-ride talk.  
Thank you to the Shahzada Committee for extending this invitation for me to speak tonight, at what would have been 
Hal’s 146th pre-ride talk, but this is the first time ever, in the whole history of Shahzada, that Halifax will not be 
amongst us, over these next few days.  
It is such an honour to be here, because it gives me the opportunity to thank all of you who sent such beautiful tributes 
for Halifax.  
Your kind words and messages of love and admiration for Hal were of great comfort to Maddie and I and filled our 
hearts with warmth to know that Hal is so valued, admired and respected in the Endurance Riding community.  
Thank you very much for extending those thoughts and feelings to us at a time when they were very much needed, to 
light a way ahead for us.  
I have a lifetime of memories of Halifax, many different lives did we lead together.  I would like to share with you 
some of the other side of the Shahzada experience that I had with Hal.  
Thirty years ago, we were just getting to know each other.  
I remember very clearly the very first Shahzada, all those years ago.  So many things have changed in St Albans since 
those days.  
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The pace was slower, everyone was younger, the light was lighter and it was an especially beautiful Winter August, not 
unlike the way it felt today.  
Most of the hard work and logistics of the ride had been sorted out, alongside Sue May and Lyn and Adrian Bailey and 
the many others who then came on board.  
I can’t remember exactly how many horses and riders that were involved, it was around twenty, but it was an 
extraordinary and unique experience.  
Hal had invested in a rather cumbersome video camera and would be seen in all manner of vantage points.  All those 
hours and hours that Hal has filmed of the Shahzada’s over the last 30 years… every second now valuable and 
precious, but then that is how I feel about every moment that I have shared with Hal………. 
I am sure that many of you have wonderful stories and cherished memories of Hal and I hope you will continue to 
share those stories into future generations.  
For me, when Hal went into Shahzada mode, he was like the benevolent General of a great army. He had an amazing 
ability to be able to motivate and inspire.  He led by always giving people the opportunity to excel in their particular 
area of knowledge and interest, exhibited endless good counsel with the trials and tribulations of all who laid their 
problems at his thong-clad feet and always made time for everyone.  He was able to hold huge concepts and detail in 
his head, which is remarkable for someone who spent so much of his time day-dreaming; building castles in the air and 
on the ground.  
This idea that he had imagined and created and thought into life was now a reality.  That first year, the few involved in 
the running of the ride had no idea how it would get off the ground, let alone finish.  
But begin it did.  
Two years after the very first ride, our daughter, Maddie was born… she was born in late July, so you can imagine how 
incredibly hectic that year was for Hal.  Lost dogs, a brand new baby… a new family, plus the usual kaleidoscope of 
things always in Hal’s orbit.  And as well as all this, balancing major restoration work of the Settler’s Arms and 
blasting sandstone out of the side of the mountain, to build us a home to live in.  I remember those first years of 
Maddie’s life so very fondly, we had such a primitive and simple life; no electricity, a wood-fired stove to cook on and 
keep us warm and we loved it.  
Years rolled by and every year, weeks and weeks before the “one week” of the ride, Hal would start to lead a double 
life, fitting in the long list of things that needed to be done.  
Track marking was a major logistical feat, depending on the weather conditions of the previous seasons, would govern 
the need for track clearing and all the other aspects to make the track safe for all of you…. including the marking, 
which was an entity in itself….. then there was the firewood that for many years Hal produced by himself, until the ride 
got so big, it was impossible to do it all.  
Connecting the showers was always a major feat, always accompanied by the usual problems with pipes, lack of 
plumbing fittings and gas connections. And of course, the endless refrain of the water never being hot enough… some 
years Hal spent almost the entire ride fine-tuning the hot -water system, driving backwards and forwards from home for 
yet another fitting or tool, or down to the river, yet again, to the pump. He never gave up on any problem.  
He was the most patient person I have ever known.  
Thank goodness for Ross Mudie. I can only imagine the gigantic ball of wire that Hal would have made with those 
great lengths of telephone and PA wire.  
The rhythm of the Shahazada wove its way into our lives, to the point where it is one long continuum and all the years 
have blurred together, like a gigantic python of memories, tall -tails and endless miles and miles of video tape.  
I have many recollections of Maddie, watching the Shahzada tapes that her Dad had made, over and over again, with 
whoever would watch them with her, to the point of smoke emanating from the back of the video player!  
In the early years, a lot of the riders and families relied on their own food for the week, but again as the popularity of 
the Ride grew, so did the need for catering.  The Macdonald Valley School, where all the local kids were attending, 
decided to take on the catering and for many years did a stirling job under the banner of the “Greasy Heel Café”.  
This title, is a Halifax Hayes-ism, alongside the “saddle friggers”, “tough bananas”, “that’s the way the mop flops” and 
“old dogs for the hard road, puppies for the footpath”, to name but a few.  
I can hear his voice so clearly, when I recollect these.  
Then there was the annual dilemma of the buckles….. “What would it be?”…….“Who would design it ?”  
The artisan in Hal came to the fore in this regard and the original buckle, crafted by Marcus Skipper, set the standard. 
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Often the buckles were almost still wet with gold, being rushed from the platers in the city, always it seemed, at the 
very last moment….and then there was the horror question of “Will there be enough?”  
You may not realise, but some very trusting and honourable riders have allowed their hard-won buckle on the day, to 
be recycled a little further down the line, to save anyone missing out, always with the promise they would get a 
replacement in a few weeks. Hal loved a bit of melodrama and could always rise to the occasion…. he was the 
quintessential problem -solver…… cool, fair, but always with that little glint in his eye.  
He loved life. He loved the absurdity and random chaos of life and it showed.  
So when I think of jelly snakes and thongs, azure blue eyes and great bushy beards and a million other things to remind 
me…. I will think of Hal.  
All of you here tonight know infinitely more than I do about the experience of endurance riding with your magnificent 
horses, but I know how very deeply Hal cared about you all out there on the track and the well-being of your beautiful 
equine beings.  
When Maddie started riding….. how could she not? ……it was another dimension for us as a family and had Hal in the 
role of strapper, yet again.  
After doing many and various rides around the country, mostly in tow with Hal and Janine and Brooke, Maddie 
completed her first Shahzada in 2000.  
She trained her beautiful horse Poppy, put her clothes for each day in separate plastic bags, plaited her hair and off she 
went.  
In those days, Rob and I were doing the catering, moving into the Barn for the weeks before, during and after the ride, 
going to the markets, preparing healthy food and being part of the three-ring circus that was Shahzada.  And that is 
what it felt like when the ride was over…. It was like the circus leaving town when you all left…… there was an 
emptiness that took a while to be filled in, with the other colours of life.  
It was the turn of the millennium and a big year for Maddie.  
And she was turning 17.  
The ride was in July that year and it was that much colder, no hint of the promise of Spring. It was as cold as cold in St 
Albans…. an icy stare had enveloped the Valley. The days were grey and white and endlessly still.  
Hal came down from the mountain with his hand outstretched and I can see it before me, as if it was happening now….. 
he had a handful of snow in his hand and he had carried it down from the part of the track that Maddie and all the other 
riders were riding that morning, up on McKechnie’s.  
I stared down at his beautiful, big hand, not really understanding and then I realised what it was and again…… how 
magical, gentle and romantic this man could be.  
How strange and alien to imagine that Hal is not here with us tonight.  
But perhaps he is here with us, amongst us…. I will be forever hoping so…. 
Be safe out there on the track and know that Hal will be out there with you, in Spirit.  
And very good luck to you all.  
Thank you for all the moments of love and friendship that you shared with Halifax….. you have all had the privilege of 
a most unique experience together, united for a week, as one big family. I know that Hal would have loved that.  
Tonight, Hal would have also been telling you about the Moon, that it will be full mid-week, so you will have silvery, 
gentle moonlight helping to guide you, all the way.  
A few weeks ago, I suddenly realised that Hal would love to have a special award, to honour the horse and rider who 
had endured something quite insurmountable during the ride.  
If you knew Hal, you would know that any time you asked him how he was, he would always reply, “Fit and Well.”  
So in keeping with this, Maddie and I would like to inaugurate the “HALIFAX HAYES, FIT & WELL AWARD.”  
This award will not necessarily be for a horse and rider at the head of the field, or in the best -conditioned line –up.  
We will be asking the Vets to look out for the unsung hero.  
All the very best to you all.  

Jill Hayes    August 22nd, 2010 
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Above - John Howe riding Ashbend Perazzi     
    Photo by Jo Arblaster 

Above, from the front - Tina Walker followed by Wendy 
Bootle, Belinda Hopley and Rowena Robinson. 

 Photo by Jo Arblaster 

 
At right, St Albans local historian (seems like this) 
and Shahzada camp fire story teller, Bill McMillan, 
found sitting on a fence in the TPR area.  The art of 
both fence sitting and telling a good yarn are not lost. 

Photo by Col Hodgson. 
 

 
above, Martin Gregson riding Burren Dah Gladiator 

Photo by Keiron Power 
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My Virgin Shahzada Experience   by Narelle Childs 

Well !! where to begin ? I have been endurance riding for 14 yrs, hold 4 Quilty buckles & numerous 
achievements over those years, but I have never had the courage to attempt a marathon.  Earlier this year I 
had surgery on my foot, which brought my horse riding to an abrupt halt.  Once recovered I thought it was 
about time I took on the challenge of Shahzada. 

My husband Graham (aka super strapper), my friend Toni Appleton & her mare Coolatai, (who were 
attempting the mini-marathon), my 6yr old Arabian gelding Halo Kazaam and I, arrived at ride base by 
Saturday midday.  We were greeted with a warm welcome from Sue Todd, who may I say was a great 
support & friend throughout the ride.  We were surprised to see how limited the facilities are at the camp,  I 
guess we must be spoilt up in Qld (I forgot to mention that we come from Byron Bay NSW, so I ride for 
QERA).  So if you go to Shahzada you really do need to bring all your human water & food, there’s no 
Woolworths at St Albans. 

I won’t go into an hour by hour description of our ride, but I will say that it was the best riding experience 
I have had in my career.  The course is extremely challenging & difficult (I can see why some of those 
iconic climbs have earned such a reputation) & I loved every minute of it.  I didn’t find it tiring getting up at 
3am, 5 days straight, nor did my body suffer as I thought it would, I must say I did get myself reasonably fit 
for the ride & I am convinced that it helped. 

My super young horse was absolutely awesome & just cleaned up the track effortlessly, he was never tired 
& went out twice a day with enthusiasm.  He totally enjoyed the obstacles & challenges that were asked of 
him.  By Wednesday (being the toughest day of the ride ) the comments in his logbook off the 1st leg read – 
looking strong & at the end of the day _ powering, you can just imagine how happy I was with his 
performance.  I strongly recommend taking a horse with a good attitude as a lazy horse would make the ride 
very, very hard. 

Toni & Coolah had a great time also in the mini-marathon.  Toni rode with her twin sister Vicki, who is a 
Webbs  Creek local.  They both had a successful ride, with Coolah (also a very keen horse) handling the 
course in her stride. 

It’s Friday morning, only 76 km’s left, Kaz & I head out at 4 am confident of another successful day, we 
took about 4 hrs to complete the 46 km leg (going down McKechnie’s is very slow, as you have to lead).  I 
rode into base past my hubby who was waiting for me at our camp & gave him the thumbs up, Kaz was 
feeling great as always.  Off to vetting after strapping time, heartrate 46, all’s looking good until the trot out, 
what the hell !!!  He was short stepping offside front, the vet’s offered us a  represent, so back to camp we 
go.  Sharon May Davies’s  apprentice Mimay worked on him, as does our friend David Somerville.  After 
about a 3 hr break we represent still not that confident.  Graham trots Kaz out that fast he broke into a canter 
so therefore had to go again, but it was to no avail Kazaam & I were out, welcome to the notorious Friday 
first leg vet out.  Not even the Friday Club which is for horses that complete the whole 400 km then vet out.  
I must admit I was totally shattered & it was definitely the hardest vet out I have ever had to deal with.  I’m 
glad the vets made the call they did, as it turns out he had a very slight sprain to his fetlock which would 
only have gotten worse had we continued.  He is only young & I know he’s a tough little bugger & is going 
to be a future champion !! 

So if you have been contemplating going to the Shahzada, DO IT , you will never get to experience such an 
amazing course & create such a strong bond with your horse, in any other endurance ride. 

I must thank Graham for all his support & hard work, not just for Shahzada, but my whole endurance career, 
I would never have gotten so far in this sport without him.  Also, Toni for training Kazaam for me while I 
was recovering from my surgery, I deeply appreciate all the time & work she put into him. 
At the time I thought I could never, emotionally, put myself through it again, but I now I want one of those 
prestigious buckles, so I will be back.  
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Above - Entrant 95, Noni Seagrim from Brindabella NSW, riding Rahan 
Mushtar a 10 year old arab gelding in their first 400km Shahzada. 

photo by Peter Orr, Main Event Photography 

 
Above - Entrant 20, Alwyn Torenbeek, from 
Yaamba in Queensland, riding Belyando, a 
10 year old part arab mare in their first 
400 km Shahzada.                 photo by Peter Orr 

 
Above - Entrant 59, Linda Jonkers riding Girilambone Comet,  

the first stallion to finish     photo by Jo Arblaster   

 
Above –  
Belinda Hopley riding Girilambone Sorcorer 

photo by Kieron Power 
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W.I.C.E.N. 
Wireless Institute Civil Emergency Network 

Shahzada 2010 Report 
A quick read of last years report will clearly show many of last years operators reappeared for Shahzada 
2010 ( or should I say the 30th Shahzada ? ). 
This can only mean one thing, we enjoyed ourselves so much last year we could do no more than report for 
duty this year. 
Could it be the people, the horses, the early rises, the escape from city hustle and bustle or even the 
St Albans air itself (  city pollution replaced with the aroma of horse P and D *).  Another real pleasure was 
the absence of any excessive political news. 
Oh ! I almost forgot, the training and practice of handling radio messages. 
This year we were fortunate that only one emergency presented itself, the parting of company of horse and 
rider heading up Boyd's.  The horse was not seriously injured nor, I believe, was the rider.  All other calls 
for assistance related to calls for farriers or horse floats. 
Generally the calling of competitor's numbers was excellent though a few cases incorrect numbers were 
called but in most cases corrected before the competitors left the checkpoint. 
Another interesting challenge was presented by a rider in the "Mini Marathon" who believed they should 
follow day 3's markers because they were on the third day of their ride.  The WICEN operators at two 
checkpoints tried to convince the rider they should be following the day 4 markers because it was Thursday. 
Wonder why they arrived late at checkpoint 3 ? 
The other emergency was one one of our own making. 
Mid Friday afternoon, our repeater shut down without warning.  This provided the excuse for a brisk and 
exciting drive up Blue Hill.  
Fortunately, in the mean time, Bob was able to receive the numbers of competitors passing through the last 
checkpoint on the last leg of Shahzada 2010 by relaying the information through two operators. 
This was of no real concern for WICEN but several stewards and other officials were not so calm.  
The problem, flat batteries ! 
This year there was no real rush placing operators at the afternoon checkpoints due to the stewards not 
allowing the second leg to start before 11 am and the larger number of WICEN operators present this year. 
To conclude I must thank all WICEN personell who attended and contributed to a very enjoyable week as 
well as all Shahzada officials (a great job well done) and to the friendliness and cooperation from 
competitors and their horses. 
Cheers and thanks, 
Col Hodgson  VK2ZCO  WICEN Commander ( Shahzada 2010 ) 
*  Piddle and Droppings 

 

 
Wicen’s Roz Shammay VK2FROZ on the radio with 
more horses arriving.  Photo by Barry McNeil VK2FP 

 
Looking up McKechnies from the Wicen check point 

Photo by Barry McNeil VK2FP  
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Report by Sue Todd, Pre-ride Secretary, Organiser/Co-ordinator, Campsites, Promotion & Publicity 

 
Sue Todd & Kissie      Photo by Peter Orr 

So much is done by so many people to make 
this ride happen and this year with the 30th 
Anniversary and the passing of our Patron, 
Halifax, we all wanted to make it very 
special.  Websites and newsletters were 
keen to promote and with the help of Main 
Event, Kieron Power and Jo Arblaster it 
was easy to bombard them with photos.  We 
all went to rides and asked everyone “are 
you coming to Shahzada this year?” 
planting the seed early and people were 
contacting us six months out wanting more 
information.  The Committee had meetings, 
we ordered more buckles and sashes, toilets, 
site shed, skips…the list goes on and the 
aim was for 100 in the main ride (nearly 
achieved that) and wonderful numbers in 
the mini marathon, a great introduction and 
way of getting people hooked – they will all 
be back, hopefully for the 400. 

People were booking their campsites as 
soon as they were home after the last 
Shahzada and we knew it would be a squash 
but it all turned out well in the end.  With 
the help of our track clearers, much pruning 
and clearing of the available land, not to 
mention mowing, was done and everyone 
was genuinely happy in the end….thanks for 
leaving St Albans as you found it. 

Thanks to all those who volunteered to do a 
huge variety of jobs…..everyone came and 
worked so hard – you were all part of a 
great team, our Shahzada Family - we hope 
you all had fun too.  See you all next year – 
2011 will be huge!!!!!  Sue Todd 
 

 

 
April Bonham running with Joda Shantilly 

   Photo by Jo Arblaster 

 
Allix Jones riding Shellal Cattle King Flyte 

Photo by Jo Arblaster 
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It’s good to be a little bit crazy 
Shahzada 2010 as experienced by Rachel Kuns and Kelkette Park Finesse 

(Nessie) 

It’s always good to have a goal to strive towards, even if that goal has half your 
friends and workmates calling you crazy.  Don’t listen to them; listen to the ones 
who think it sounds like a fabulous adventure.  My goal for 2010 was to start the 
Shahzada 400km marathon on my trusty (when she feels like it) steed Nessie. 

I’ve been doing endurance since 1988 but have never been to Shahzada.  And 
since a disastrous trip to Tassie to attempt the 2005 Quilty, I haven’t even 
ventured outside of the tick zone in SE Qld.  I generally strap and drive for 
myself so distant rides are a challenge and the idea of the 1000km drive to St 
Albans was a little daunting.  However, I sent a bunch of emails to Shahzada die-
hard and fellow Queenslander, Anne Barlow, who sent some lengthy and 
wonderfully detailed replies back, which culminated in an offer to drive down in 
convoy with her.  Her broken collar bone had healed and she now planned to go.  
Yay!  I had a travel buddy!  The drive suddenly seemed a lot less daunting. 

I had a bit of a panic 4 weeks before we left for Shahzada as a minor patch of 
greasy heel on Nessie flared up badly and had to be hit on the head very severely 
with some expensive veterinary help.  Although not 100% healed up when we left 
home, it was much better than it had been.  I’d heard stories of the dreaded St 
Albans greasy heel/cracked heels and suspected this might be a problem for us.  
But I figured we’d deal with it when we had to; I wasn’t going to let it stop us. 
You can’t finish if you don’t even start……  
So we were good to go.  With the car and float packed to the gills I met Anne at 
the tick gate at Tweed Heads and we continued on with Anne leading.   

 
Rachel Kuns & Kelkette Park Finesse. 

Photo by Kieron Power 

The drive down was quite uneventful and surprisingly pleasant (except for the mad truck drivers) and we arrived at St 
Albans mid-afternoon on Friday.  Anne went off to set up camp with her sister Karen Rhodes and I set up my camp in 
area P and met my fellow marathoning neighbours – Peter Norman, Shelly Ison, Linda Eden (who was strapping for 
Peter and Shelly) and Ruth van der Wegen.  We also got new neighbours on Sunday and Monday, Michele and Georgia 
Ladmore and Sally Fenner, who had come to do the mini-marathon and to TPR.  They prove to be great and, in Peter’s 
case, highly entertaining camping companions.  I got a lot of ribbing being the only Queenslander in with a bunch of 
New South Welsh(wo)man but over the week Michele, Linda and Sally helped me out with basic strapping, filling water 
buckets, picking up poo and cleaning hoof boots.  And on Saturday morning after it was all over and the camp fire had 
gone out overnight, Peter split some wood and went to considerable trouble (he’d run out of firelighters) to get the fire 
going again for me as I wasn’t leaving until the Sunday.  These little bits and pieces made a huge difference from my 
point of view and I really appreciated their help. 

At 2.45am Monday morning we were up and at it with a comparatively easy first leg.  Nessie pulled most of the way and 
was doing her big trot (which she never does at home) and I was feeling grateful for the extra brakes I had bought six 
weeks before.  Then at about 45 km my left knee started to hurt.  Uh oh.  It had caused major problems at an 80km ride 
four weeks before but I’d hoped two massages in the meantime would have fixed it.  We vetted through and I paid a 
quick visit to Sharon Thomson to see if she could do anything for the knee.  I also had plenty of ibuprofen and Panadol 
so hopefully I could keep it under control.   

We lost Peter at the end of the first leg.  Very disappointing for him.  We went on, setting off on the second Monday leg 
which headed up McKechnies.  This was so very very cool!!  I hadn’t done any tracks like this for many many years and 
none ever with Nessie.  I loved it!  And Nessie was so good over the rocks, picking her way carefully and safely but 
cruising (and in some instances leaping) up it at the same time.  She finished the leg well, my knee not so well.  Massage 
didn’t seem to be helping and painkillers were only doing so much.  Plus Nessie’s greasy heel was starting to look 
worse.  I wasn’t sure how we’d go on Tuesday. 

On Tuesday morning my knee was not happy so I loaded up with drugs.  Three km into the first leg I stopped and 
shortened my stirrup leathers hoping that would help ease the pain.  I was starting to think I wasn’t going to be able to 
keep going for too much longer.   
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At the end of the leg we vetted through but Nessie’s front heels looked vile.  The skin was grey in one area, smelled bad 
and was very tender when I tried to wash and treat it.  I’d seen lots of greasy heel in the past but nothing that looked like 
what she had.  I took her to the vets for some advice which distressed me even more as it was subtly suggested that I 
should withdraw.  I limped back to camp feeling very depressed and near tears.  At this point Sharon grabbed me and 
said ‘we’re going to strap your knee’.  She had found some sports tape and got Maurie to strap the knee but I seriously 
didn’t think either of us would get around the next leg.   

Up to this point Nessie had been traveling with Renegade hoof boots on all four feet.  I decided to change the boots on 
her front feet from Renegades to Easyboots (the original style without gaiters) as dirt and sand seemed to be 
accumulating around the heel caps on the Renegades and possibly contributing to the greasy heel.  I hoped that having 
nothing on the heel area would decrease the problem.  I’d brought the Easyboots along specifically as a backup plan for 
greasy heel so at least my preparation was paying off.  Unfortunately I didn’t have a backup plan for the hind feet as the 
only boots that stay on her and don’t rub are the Renegades.  I just had to hope that the greasy heel didn’t get too much 
worse on the near hind.  The off hind had never had any greasy heel during preparation and was still fine at this point.   

We set off on the second leg and fantastically the strapping of my knee helped hugely.  The pain was much more 
manageable and I could ride better.  Nessie didn’t seem to be bothered by her heels while we are riding (only when I 
tried to clean them) so we got to experience the lovely little hidden rainforest valley at the bottom of Careflight Hill, 
followed by the not so lovely climb up Careflight Hill.  We made it to the end of the leg and vetted with Rochelle Joyce.  
She looked at Nessie’s heels and told me they were pretty bad but to see how the trot out went.  She suggested a couple 
of extra things for treatment and then watched her trot out.  The greasy heel didn’t seem to be bothering Nessie’s 
movement or soundness so we were through to go another day if we felt up to it.   

Both vets had suggested soaking Nessie’s heels in Epsom salts.  Guess what I’d forgotten, left in the kitchen cupboard at 
home.  I paid a visit to Anne and her sister Karen who were both adamant that I should not withdraw but should manage 
the problem – manage, manage, manage.  Karen was very firm, saying Wednesday is the worst day.  If you can get 
through Wednesday, then pull out all stops and do your hardest to get to the end.  I left with Anne’s Epsom salts, 
instructions from Karen on how to make up the salts and bandage Nessie and thankfully, a little more optimism.  I took a 
side trip to the public phone to alert my sister that we had a problem and might not make it through the next day, then 
back to camp to bandage and cream the heels. 

Early Wednesday morning I removed the Epsom salt bandages and wiped off the bit of cream I’d put on under them.  
Such relief – the heels actually looked a little less angry and Nessie wasn’t nearly as sore when I slathered them in White 
ointment before popping on the boots.  Quietly hopeful we set off down to the Word of Life crossing and up Boyd’s, 
following a pack of horses, and then we hooned along the Woomerah track having a great yak with April Bonham.  We 
got to McKechnies, the first tricky downhill we’d had so far and April went on ahead while we took our time.  Multiple 
people had told me that when negotiating down these hills (particularly Prestons and The Steps), give the horse a long 
rein, get well ahead of them and don’t look back.  I did the first two but really couldn’t do the last.  I had to keep looking 
back and guiding Nessie which did help when she decided she saw a better track than the one we were on.  Mini-panic, 
stop Nessie!!  And then redirect her down off the steep metre high rock ledge she’d gotten herself onto.  No harm done 
though.  Onwards to Preston.  My knee snarled at me when I got off and attempted to walk up it so it looked like I was 
going to be riding up everything - but at least I could lead down.  I hopped back on and poor Nessie had to carry me all 
the way up the very steep Prestons, with me trying to stay as far forward and off her back as possible.  She did a 
fabulous job getting to the top and then we headed straight back down the other side of Prestons.  We had a repeat of 
McKechnies when Nessie decided on a different track, but again we got safely back on track, finished the hill and 
returned to down with a bit of a fang through the common paddocks.  Back to the vets and we got the go ahead to keep 
going.  Nessie’s heels were still yucky but she seemed to be coping well.  We might just get to the end of Wednesday!   

Off on the second leg.  We only saw one other rider at the start and then no one until we got to the bottom of Short 
Wellums.  I suspect Nessie was wondering if she was the only horse in the world having to go out and do the track - but 
a bunch caught us up and went on past through the paddock.  As we headed back to base Nessie hooked in behind 
Martin’s stallion and checked him out all the way back in.  We got through the vet check and I was feeling slightly 
euphoric that we’d actually made it this far.  Three of Nessie’s four heels were nasty but they were no longer grey and 
gunky looking, instead resembling a dried up dam bottom with cracks all over them covering an area nearly the size of 
my palm on the near fore and hind.  Again, I’d never seen anything like it.  I was getting a whole new education in skin 
problems.  But at least the heels weren’t infected anymore.  I made a phone call to my sister to let her know we were still 
going and she seemed even more relieved than me!  The anticipation had been killing her.  I was feeling much better 
than I had expected to so I headed off to the Fickle Wombat with Anne and Co. to enjoy Shahzada Idol.  We really need 
to get some of Kym Hagon’s songs down on paper – he is a very funny and talented guy. 
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Thursday dawned.  Nessie’s heels didn’t look much worse than the day before, although the cracks on the near hind 
were spreading.  I was starting to think we might make it to the end even with the heel and knee problems.  Heading off 
down the road I ran into Anne and Karen.  Karen’s horse had just pulled a shoe so she went back to town while Anne 
and I continued on together.  This turned into the only leg where I rode the whole way with someone.  Anne told me 
stories of her early Shahzada rides, what the track ahead was like and what to expect when we got to the Steps (plus a bit 
of Queensland gossip not suitable for NSW ears).  At the Steps Anne went down ahead.  At the first turn her mare got a 
leg up on the side of a boulder, the rock under her front feet looked like was rocking and she started to scrabble and 
panic.  But she got the foot back down without even a scratch and seemed okay.  I started down with my heart in my 
throat, thinking please don’t do that Nessie because it would scare the crap out of me.  But Nessie had learned her lesson 
the day before and followed carefully, waiting when I said wait to let me get ahead, and then coming down very neatly.  
I was very happy with her as we safely make it to the bottom and head for home.  No worries at the vet and we were 
good to go again.   

At this point I was turning into a robot.  Wash and dry the heels.  Put cream on.  Put boots on.  Ride out and back.  Wash 
and dry heels.  Put cream on.  Go to vet.  Take boots off.  Wash under boots.  Put more cream on.  Put boots back on 
etc.  This was ongoing from Tuesday afternoon but it was keeping us in the ride so I wasn’t going to stop it.  We were 
also seeing Sharon and Maurie for massage for both of us.  Other than my knee I had no real aches or pains and muscle-
wise Nessie was coping really well.   

Off on the second leg and Nessie felt tired and sluggish so we took our time on anything rough and trotted steadily 
wherever it was good.  A slow walk down Boyds and we returned to town, where the vet commented that she was quite 
tired.  Hopefully a good night’s sleep would put things right and she’ll feel perky for the last day. 

Friday morning and I was running low on Ibuprofen.  Where had it all gone?  At least I still had lots of Panadol.  Should 
buy shares in one or the other company or convince them to sponsor rides as I’m sure I wasn’t the only one popping 
pills.  The knee wasn’t so happy this morning but the night’s rest had done Nessie a world of good and she was traveling 
really well.  Sadly, on the Woomerah track I met camp buddy Shelley leading her horse back as she’d gone lame on 
track.  So close to the end and she had been traveling so well up to that point.  I was worrying about going up the Steps 
in the afternoon as my knee would not let me walk up hill but unbelievably, after we walked very carefully and slowly 
down McKechnies, something happened in my knee and it stopped hurting.  Just completely stopped hurting.  I got back 
on and trotted back to town feeling elated because for the first time since Monday there wasn’t any pain.  I knew it was 
temporary but heck, enjoy it while it lasts.  No problems at the vet, Nessie’s heels were no worse and I was now feeling 
sick with nerves with only 30km to go.   

Last leg. I figured we’d just take our time, no rush, we were so close now.  We got to the Steps and Nessie just stopped 
dead and stared at the spectators.  I had to tug to get her attention and get her going but once she got started she 
followed me up the Steps beautifully.  And my knee let me walk up with no pain.  I overheard someone say “gee you can 
really hear the effort the horses are putting in to get to the top” and to think these horses had already done 375km.  
They’re so good to us – such special friends.  We travelled steadily along the top and down Brown’s road.  Then we had 
a bit of a fang through the common paddock but I kept missing ribbons and arrows (apparently the cows ate some of 
them – I hope they got indigestion) so I slowed down and started keeping a better eye out.  We trotted into town to keep 
all the muscles warm and I did a mad wash/dry/cream on all heels and even took the hind boots off, washed them out 
and put them back on.  We went over to the TPR for a final heart rate of 37, and then to the vets and the peanut gallery.  
It was a little intimidating as they start cheering and clapping as we started to trot.  Nessie slowed down and her ears 
were going in all directions.  I was saying come on, keep trotting, you’ve got to look good or they’ll make us trot again 
and I don’t want to do that.  Heading back towards the vets and Nessie started slowing down again but then three thumbs 
went up in the air and we were through!!!  We’d made it – our first Shahzada!  Oh my gosh it felt so good.  Lots of hugs 
for horse and rider and we could finally relax.   

One bung knee and three severely cracked heels couldn’t stop us even though they’d tried pretty hard.  Back at camp I 
felt a little lost as the ride was over and I could stop and sit – I hadn’t stopped to rest for five days and I wasn’t sure if I 
could do it now.  I finally tracked down some of the other Queenslanders to find out what happened to them.  They all 
had their own stories to tell.  I hadn’t had time to do any socializing since Sunday night, instead being almost 
obsessively focused on Nessie and our ride, so it was nice to catch up. 
Saturday we slept in until 6.30, such luxury, so Nessie thought it was all over.  She wasn’t so sure when I put the boots 
back on again and saddled her up for presentations.  While we’re standing in line I saw Anne talking to the head vet and 
he pointed in my direction.  What’s that about I wondered?  I find out later when we got presented with the 
encouragement award (sponsored by Anne and her hubby Steve).  A lovely surprise but it made no difference.  I’d 
already been planning next year.  And yes we’ll be back next year, all going well.  It’s good to be a little bit crazy….. 
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 Thankfully my horse (Diamond R Boston – a.k.a. 
Boss) was far better prepared to take on the 400km 
than I was.  I had been doing a fair bit of running and 
general fitness work to be able to do my fair share of 
running throughout the ride (as all good heavyweights 
should..), but contracted a dreaded man-flu from one 
(all?) of the kids on the Thursday before.  No probs, 
that gives me three and a half days to recuperate, and 
we’ll be right for the ride.  Here is a diatribe of how my 
horse and I managed to beat Shahzada despite my 
suffering from a severe man-flu. 
Friday – the mad packing.  Have we got everything – and I 
mean everything. Food, clothes and bedding for two adults and 
3 kids.  For those that haven’t done it, that means covering all 
potential weather conditions for 8-9 days without a washing 
machine (might bring one next year…) and that’s heaps – first 
job well done by the super-strapper...great packing Kimmy.  
More rugs, tack and strapping gear than could possibly be 
needed (unless we didn’t bring them).  Bikes and scooters for 
kids.  Microwave oven, George Foreman Grill and one large 
chest freezer (packed with pre-prepared food).  Oh yeah, and 
horse, membership, logbook, dog and kangaroo...  Mild cough 
and general malaise – quite manageable at the moment. 

 
Kym Hagon riding Diamond R Boston 

photo by Jo Arblaster 
 

Saturday – arrived and set up yard and camp before helping vet a couple of horses for the 500.  Settled in to a 
lovely evening feed and a few well chosen beverages.  Cough developing nicely to include a mild headache.  Still 
dry and hacking, so no joy with mucous. 

Sunday – nervously await the weighing, entering, vetting, pre-ride and jittery sleep.  Helped with pre-ride vetting 
before taking Boss for a short ride – extremely bouncy and keen.  Moving well, so all bodes well at the moment.  
He’s eating and drinking well in camp – had a few slightly loose poos today, hopefully that doesn’t develop.  
Losing voice now and lung capacity decreasing.  Very clingy mucous that requires extraordinary force to exhume 
it from the depths of the lungs… quite irritating really. 

Monday – great to hear the rain falling just prior to saddling up… not too cold though, so here we go.  He’s a bit 
keen to belt up the common – it’d really gripe me if we go out first leg due to a tye up, so we do our best to calm 
him and conserve energy whilst not getting him too frustrated.  Must thank April Bonham for Joda Shantilly’s 
backside which was imposing enough to act as large brake for Boss.  Ran/walked up Johnny Browns – where has 
all the oxygen gone?  Lungs (mine) burning by the top, Boss grabs a quick drink and then on we go.  
Transmission Rd is a cracker and Boss rolls along at his usual speed and soon we’re heading down Blue Hill, 
steady back into town.  Vet through, a quick break before heading up McKechnie’s, along and back down Jacks.  
I pulled a leg muscle running down the last bit of Jacks…could be a long week.  Vetting all fine – time to apply 
copious amounts of strapping tape to said leg before downing more cold and flu tablets, sucking down a rum and 
off to bed. 

Tuesday – Shepherds Gully into Great Northern Rd – Boss travelling over the rocks like a cat.  He’s chewing up 
the track today and feeling great.  Vet through and all happy, then we prepare for the afternoon leg.  Due to a 
series of management issues between the end of the first leg and vetting for the second leg, Boss ends up with a 
heart rate of 60 in the afternoon.  This is closer to the limit than planned and we nearly shit ourselves!  Super-
strapper Kimmy is beside herself with worry – we have a short team meeting where I point out glass isn’t just half 
full, but in actual fact extremely full.  Boss is going great and we’ll amend management and he’ll be fine…I’m 
sure.  Must make mention of my super strapper here.  My beautiful wife Kim strapped nearly without fault all 
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week.  She was the hidden driving force that kept his skin (and everything else) in excellent condition – no rubs, 
no cracks, no chaffing, no problems.  She was explaining her virtues as an aforementioned super strapper to 
strapping rival, Stuart Hitchcock, when she discovered I had returned from being on course.  Whence she berrated 
me for being in camp so soon without her having heard my number being called.  All to the jeering and sarcastic 
‘encouragement’ of Stuey.  Of course, being a diligent and observant husband who knows when to shut up 
(sometimes) I apologised and continued unsaddling my horse. 

Wednesday – the hard leg – up Boyds, down McKechnies, up and over Prestons and back into town.  Got the 
stuffing knocked out of me running up Boyds and then all the way over and down McKechnies.  Hurting a fair bit 
but determined to ‘put in’ over the big hill.  Boss starting to tire of waiting for me to get over Prestons – as was 
Sue Todd and Shelly Ison – thanks for waiting girls.  Oxygen levels up here at this altitude seem to be particularly 
low.  Lung capacity extremely poor and cough starting to sound like a turbo charged furball.  Had to poke my left 
lung back down my throat once or twice as I’m pretty sure I coughed it out of my mouth – least that’s what I 
thought it was… Stumble my way down the other side and back into town.  Vetted through OK – horse getting 
better in spite of my demise.  For those of you intending to ride next year, the afternoon leg is one to look forward 
to.  Not too long and a really enjoyable track.  Vetted through and now I can really sense that if we continue to 
concentrate and ride to plan, we can get through.  Dangerous thoughts…stick to the plan… Shahzada Idol – 
disposed of any returning voice by warbling out a few tunes (and a bit of mucous and disease thrown in for those 
in the front row).  Great fun though. 

Thursday – heading basically along the first leg in reverse, but turning off a bit early from Transmission Rd to go 
down The Steps.  This is one of the much feared and maligned legs that isn’t all that physically challenging, but 
technically it is enormous at this stage in the ride.  Boss normally moves over the rough stuff really well, but was a 
bit impatient today and rushed down The Steps resulting in a few minor scrapes – still feeling great though and we 
vet through without drama.  Second leg – the first time he’s been truly bored and a bit unwilling.  I’m starting to 
physically improve and can now run virtually without limping.  Robust man-cough still persisting.  One major 
surprise throughout the week has been my general inappetence.  I’d usually always back myself to eat vigorously 
in any situation – it may be due to this savage man-flu, or could be due to me eating so much cold and flu 
medication...?  Either way, losing weight steadily. 

Friday – There’s a palpable apprehension all around camp.  Riders are focused, and horses are looking good.  
Quite enjoyed the turn around on the first leg which gave us the opportunity to see/chat to ALL remaining riders 
in the field (some for the first time out on track).  The legs seem longer and longer as the ride goes on.  Vet 
through OK and now one leg to go – so we’ll be in the book in some way shape or form.  Head out on final leg… 
up The Steps.  We head out early to just get the job done.  Boss is back into concentration mode and ascends the 
climb without incident.  I however managed to injure previously good leg jumping off horse – stop sooking and 
get on with it.  The Steps is quite a long way up – gives us time to ‘smell the roses’ and imagine getting through… 
dangerous thoughts – stick to the gameplan.  Along Transmission Rd, down Johhny Browns – no wonder I had no 
oxygen to spare going up this bloody ‘hill’ on Monday morning – it goes forever.  Back into town to meet an 
inspirational crowd of eager supporters willing everyone on to success.  I should say that from the onlookers on 
The Steps, to the crowd at the end, whenever anyone gives a word of encouragement on course it goes a huge way 
towards lifting your spirits and contributing to the impetus to get to the end – so thankyou to ALL who did!  Final 
vet check…Anthony asks if I’m more nervous vetting on the final day or riding.  I told him “There’s nothing 
wrong with this horse, so I’m not at all nervous”.  I didn’t say it to be a smart-arse or try to sway the decision, but 
that was the plain truth.  With all the fantastic care that Kim gave to Boss throughout the week, and Boss’s ability 
and faultless commitment to me and the task at hand, I never had cause to be nervous or worried about his 
progress or potential to complete – except for the 60 heart rate which, as mentioned, nearly made us shit 
ourselves.  The sense of satisfaction and achievement at having completed this epic ride is probably only 
understood by those that have done so.  If you haven’t, I urge you to do so.  If you have, you’re probably sitting 
with the same smile on your face that I’ve got now.  Cheers.  Bloody good party as well, with good friends. 

Saturday – Called out for Best Managed and Conditioned was just a fantastic extra bonus that I’ll cherish 
forever.  Boss now has 3 from 3 completions and has been called up each time.  Obviously we’re completely 
thrilled with this horse’s talent and courage, but as he is home bred from a successful Shahzada mare, that’s even 
more satisfying. 

See you next year – probably from the other side.   Kym Hagon    
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My Shahzada Mini Marathon by Kerry Spratt. 
One of the things I love about endurance is that it provides opportunities for people to participate in so 
many ways.  The motto ‘to complete is to win’ means different things to different people of course, and 
my Shahzada experience has been a reminder of just how fantastic our sport is at providing 
opportunities to participate at whatever level we can manage. 

My first experience of Shahzada was 1992 strapping with the ‘Watagan Warriors’… what a great bunch 
they were….. united in their common love for the horses and chipping in to help everyone get through 
the ride!  There was a fair enthusiasm for drinks around the campfire as well.  Caz Wendt warned me 
that Shahzada would get under my skin and I’d be addicted too and by the end of the week I was sure 
she was right.  I went back every year until 2003.  I strapped and experienced the high of ‘my riders’ 
getting their buckles, and the ‘character building experience’ to quote the great Paul Grieves, of vetting 
out on Friday.  Over those years I spent some time helping in the office as well, it was all great fun.  
Then life got in the way, and I haven’t been back for more than the odd day for a while. 

But…. this year was different!  Thanks to some great ideas hatched around a Quilty campfire, I think 
about 3am on Monday after the party, I was signed up to ride the Mini Marathon.  So, I went home to 
explain to my wonderful little mare, Oak-Glen Solitaire, aka Solo, that we were on a big adventure that 
would involve more riding than we’d done in the previous 3 years!  Carol Griffiths devised our training 
program… which we stuck to come rain, hail (and it did!) and shine and I started to think, maybe, with 
the help of Carol and her horse, Especial’s Sun, aka Sunny, that this adventure was achievable.  I went 
shopping for all the gear I hadn’t bothered to collect because I really haven’t ridden much lately….. 
more saddle cloths, stirrups (thanks Neil), chaps, new boots for me, boots for Solo and on it went.  I 
took leave from work and got extension after extension for my university course because riding was the 
most important thing I could do.     

The ride brought some great experiences, and a chance to see the fabled Shahzada tracks for myself.  
Isn’t that country beautiful, the views go on forever.  The chance to ride with friends was fantastic.  
Your encouragement on track was great, thank you!  I’m really glad the Lyndrian windmill didn’t 
devour Solo as she expected it to, that would have been rather embarrassing at the feet of a dozen ‘long 
riders’.   

There’s a few special thank yous.  Firstly, Brooke Warner for your understanding and patience.  The 
look of disappointment on Brooke’s face was priceless when she caught us at the top of Shepherd’s 
Gully on Tuesday.  Poor Brooke had left an hour late so her horse wouldn’t have to travel with anyone, 
but to her amazement she still caught us.  Same thing happened on Wednesday and Thursday, and by 
Thursday, Brooke’s horse wasn’t worried about going past.  To the WICEN people who drew the short 
straw and had to follow us in each day, thank you!  Thanks too for offering to provide replacement 
painkillers when I was in the throes of panic having dropped mine near Brown’s Rd on Thursday.  By 
then, I sure needed something to dull the agony, luckily I found them again. 

Especially, thanks to Carol for your support, I couldn’t have done it without you and Sunny.  Not sure if 
this warrants a thank you, but I should mention Ray Griffiths and Brad Jones who have the most 
developed senses of humour I know.  You know what I mean..…. and be very afraid!  Seriously though, 
thanks Ray for all your help and Brad for suggesting I should ride in the first place.   

Finally, thanks to Neil and the Shahzada committee for your fantastic efforts so we can ride!  I think 
I’ve gotten used to riding again already!   
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Melanie Scott took this photo of Neil Clarkson & Espirit Sherwood on The Steps on Friday afternoon ...380km covered. 

Yes, Neil does get off and doesn’t Sherwood's eye look great; what a team!! 

President’s Report 
Congratulations to all successful competitors, you are all winners.  We wish those unfortunate not to finish better luck 
next time they attempt Shahzada.  A Shahzada buckle is something to be very proud about as it’s no easy task in this 
challenging and testing event.  

This year I was fortunate enough to ride the Shahzada and I am extremely grateful to Gail Fisher and her deputies Haydn 
Fisher and Beau Knihinicki for giving me the opportunity to ride Shahzada once again.  I would also like to thank Sandi 
Brown and the rest of the committee that filled in my other duties during the week.  After organising rides in St Albans 
for a few years now I had started to forget how breathtakingly beautiful riding in the St Albans valley is. 

On a sad note we lost our patron, Halifax Hayes before Shahzada this year.  Hal was one of those people that you 
expected to go on forever and will always be remembered as a Shahzada icon.  Hopefully we can do him proud by 
keeping up the Shahzada tradition for many years to come. 

A special mention must go to Sue Todd on winning the best managed and best conditioned award, Maureen Feltham on 
earning her 3rd 500 km buckle and Marion Lengronne with the fastest time.  

Shahzada is very fortunate to have a mountain of volunteers every year both before, during and after the event (see 
pages 56 & 57).  The Shahzada could not exist without all these volunteers, and we would like to thank everyone who 
donated their time and energy to make this event possible.  

Another special mention must go to Hadyn Fisher, Allix Jones, Garry Bennett and Michael, Allison and Beau 
Knihinicki, who all came down a week early to aid in the preparation for the Shahzada week.  The committee would like 
to say a very big thank you for donating this week to us.  

To the residents of St Albans and the NSW National Parks we thank you and think it’s a real privilege that you 
accommodate us every year in your beautiful valley.   

We would like to thank all the riders in both the Shahzada and the 3 day trainer (or should I now be calling it the Mini 
Marathon!!) for coming to Shahzada, we hope you all enjoyed yourselves whether you were successful or not.  

Finally I would like to thank the small but dedicated Shahzada committee for the months spent in preparation of this 
truly great event, not to mention the weeks after Shahzada spent wrapping everything up. It has been a pleasure to work 
with you all.  

Hope to see you all at Shahzada next year. 

Have Fun       Neil  
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You saw Dixon Smith at Shahzada 2010 with a range of World Class Endurance Tack and 
Equestrian Clothing.  Dixon Smith was also selling the special Shahzada clothing. 
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Maxi Soy gave each and every rider a 5kg sample bag of Maxi Soy pellets. Thank you Maxisoy. 

 

 
Oh what a wonderful feeling !  Rachel Kuns gets the thumbs up 

from the Vets after 400 km.     Photo by Kieron Power 

 
Anne Lymbery riding Garonne Park Tiara. 

Photo by Kieron Power 
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